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	Patrick Schifferdecker, Leftenant


	PO Box 51, Pine City, MN 55063


	(320) 629-6256
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Newsletter Submissions Disclaimer:


All reviews of Books, Movies, Events, material culture, &c. are the opinions of the authors, and are not necessarily the view of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812, its leaders, or its constituents. Though space for rebuttal in following issues is limited, such articles will be printed in their entirety, and may be split-up and printed in consecutive issues at the editor’s discretion. 





NEXT MEETING


January 26


FCHESHIRE INN E


6:30 p.m.


Eric Ferguson


“Web Resources for 1812”


Brigade & Company Meetings
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Newsletter of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Army Promotion List


Follow Your Favorite Officer’s Career!


(The following list of promotions was found in the Taliaferro Papers at Minnesota Historical Society, M35: R2. First Brigade Order Book, Northern Army.)


February 16, 1813.


The President of the United States has been pleased by and with the consent of the Senate, to make the following promotions in the Army of the United States. Viz.





Corps of Engineers


Lieut. Col. J. G. Swift to be Colonel vice [Jonathan] Williams, resigned July 31t 1812.


Major Walker K. Armistead to be Liut. Coll. vice Swift - July 31, 1812.


Capt.. Wm. McRee to be Major vice Armistead July 31st 1812.


First Luit. J. G. Falton to be Captain vice McRee July 31t 1812


First Luit. Samuel Babcock to be Captain vice [William] Partridge deceased Sept. 20 1812.


Second Luit. Thomas P. Findlay to be first Luit. vice Falton July 31st 1812.


Second Luit. Frederick Lewis to be first Luit. vice Babcock Sept 20th 1812.





Regiment of Light Artillery


Capt. Thomas Pitts to be Major January 20th. 1813.


First Lieut Benjamin Branch to be Captain vice [John R.] Spann, Cashiered Augt. 24th 1813.


First Lieut Geo. W. Melvin to be Captain vice [Robert P.] McKelvey. Cashiered Augt. 24th 1813.


First Lieut A. W. Thornton to be Captain vice Pitts January 20th. 1813.


Second Liut. John R. Bell to be first Liut. vice Branch Augt.  24th 1812.


Second Liut. Francis B. Murdock to be first Liut. vice Melvin Augt.  24th 1812.


Second Liut. Thomas B. Randolph to be first Liut. vice Thornton Augt.  24th 1812.





First Regiment Light Dragoons


Capt. Nelson Lucket to be Major Jany 20th 1813.


First Liut. Wm. Littlejohn to be Captain vice [Noah] Lester, resign’d Decemr. 1st 1812.


First Liut. Geo. Haig to be Captain vice Lucket, Jany. 20th 1813.


Second Liut. Dillon Thomas to be first Liut. vice Littlejohn Decemr. 1st 1812.		Continued to Page 63 …





I Wish I Was In New Orleans


Eighth of January Party


January 8, 2000





3148 Pilsbury Ave. South, Minneapolis


Erik J. Olsrud & Steve Applehans


612.823.5690





Bring Something Cajun


Eat Something Cajun


Have Cajun Fun!





F


We are pleased to note the commencement of the Journal of the Indian Wars (JIW) by Savas Publishing Company of Iowa. The publication primarily focuses upon the wars during the 1850s-1890s. Fortunately the journal is flexible enough to print articles on earlier confrontations. One issue had something on the Northwest Indian War, and another had a piece by John Alden Reid on the Fort Mims disaster. JIW may be ordered through the web at www.savaspub�lishing.com, and the contents, and some selected articles, may be viewed there as well. Thanks to Ellen Farrell, Ft. Snelling laundress and author of an article in JIW on the Dakota Conflict of 1862, for directing us to this publication!





C


 Attention Scholars! For those of you interested in frontier Missouri, there is an opportunity to acquire The Genesis of Missouri: From Wilderness Outpost to Statehood by William E. Foley (Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 1989). If the book sounds familiar, it is cited frequently by our friends in the Missouri Rangers, a high recommendation indeed. A few members of the UMB have already availed themselves of this volume, namely Campbell, Grabitske and Shaw. This wonderful delight of historical writing is 408 pages, contains illustrations sans year of creation, and has an index. There is one more copy left of the original order in the possession of the Adjutant, if you require it please contact him.





Exploring Minnesota’s War of 1812 Connections


Sibley Land Bounty Warrants


by David M. Grabitske


The United States provided a number of benefits to those who served during the War of 1812. Not all who were eligible to receive such benefits did, so their heirs, or they themselves later in life, petitioned Congress for what was due. One such example, connected to Minnesota, is that of Ebenezer Sproat Sibley seeking benefits not only for his service in Mexico, but also for his widowed mother Sarah Whipple Sibley. ‘Sproat’ wrote to his younger brother Henry Hastings Sibley, delegate to Congress from Minnesota Territory, the following letter. It is found in the Sibley Papers on Microfilm at the Minnesota Historical Society, Roll 7, frames 98-99. The spelling is the author’s.


Detroit Decr 5, 1850


Dear Henry,


Enclosed herewith I send you my application for bounty land, for services rendered during the Mexican War, which if it is in due form, I wish you would hand to the Comr of Pensions as soon as it is received, that being filed at an early day, it may soon receive the action of the proper authorities, & I may ere long procure a warrant. It appears to me that under the law Ma is entitled to a warrant for services rendered by our father during the war of 1812, prior to the surrender of Detroit to British forces ___ Ascertain if such is the case & let me know what steps must be taken to secure it & I will have the necessary papers executed and forward them to you.


I see by the President’s message that he recommends the raising of one or more regiments of Dragoons & the general impression is, as far as I can learn, that it will be done ___ By procuring for me a lt. Colonelcy in one of the regiments you will confer an everlasting favor which I shall not soon forget ___ Write me soon & let me know what the prospects are ___ You had better at once, in anticipation of the possibility of raising additional regiments, make interest for me before the Commissions are promised ___


Love to Sarah & compliments to kind


Truly your brother


E S Sibley





Whether or not the land warrants were eventually secured is not yet known. Sproat and Henry’s father was Solomon Sibley, a scout for William Hull’s Northwestern American Army in and around Detroit. After the surrender of Detroit, Solomon was briefly held prisoner. He went on to achieve distinction in Michigan as a Supreme Court justice during its long territorial period. 


The second paragraph concerns the annual message of President Millard Filmore (today’s State of the Union Speech), in which the president directed Congress to consider enlarging the army. This news swept through the overly tiny army with the power of the Gospel. Sproat was a brevet major for gallantry and meritorious conduct at Buena Vista, thus his desire for the next higher grade. He did not receive the promotion despite his excellent record, including graduating first in his West Point Class of 1827. Instead when enlargement did come later that decade, Sproat entered the quartermaster department, along with another Minnesota connection to the War of 1812, Lawrence Taliaferro. 


Incidentally, the “Sarah” mentioned in closing is Sarah Jane Sibley, Henry’s wife. There are a number of Sarah Sibleys for Henry: mother Sarah Whipple Sibley, sister Sarah Augustine Sibley, wife Sarah Jane, and daughter Sarah ‘Sally’ Sibley.
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Continued from Page 61 … 


Second Liut. Francis L. Belton to be first Liut. vice Haig Jany. 20th 1813.


Cornet Owen Ransom to be Secd. Liut. vice Thomas Decr 1 1812.


Cornet Thomas Harnoth to be Secd. Liut. vice Belton Jany. 20th 1813.





First Regiment of Infantry


Captain Eli B. Clemson to be Major, January 20th 1813.


First Liut. Wm. Whistler to be Captain vice [James] Rhea, resign’d Dec 31” 1812.


First Liut. John C. Symmes to be Captain, vice Clemson promoted Jany 20” 1813.


First Liut. Simeon Knight to be Captain vice [William] Swan. promoted Jany 20 1813.


First Liut. Alpha Kingsley to be Captain vice [Ninian] Pinckney promoted Jany 20 1813.


First Liut. Hezikiah Johnson to be Captain vice [Horatio] Stark promoted Jany. 20 1813.


Second Liut. Philip Ostrander to be First Liut. vice [James R.] Peyton deceased Octr. 30th 1812.


Second Liut. Samuel Perkins to be First Liut. vice Whistler Decemr. 31’ 1812.


Second Liut. Linus J. Helm to be First Liut. vice Symmes Jany. 20. 1813.


Second Liut. James W. Bryson to be First Liut. vice Knight Jany. 20. 1813.


Second Liut. John Campbell to be First Liut. vice Kingsley Jany. 20. 1813.


Second Liut. Dixon Stansbury to be First Liut. vice Johnson Jany. 20. 1813.


Ensign Ormond Marsh to be Second Lieut. vice Ostrander Octr. 30th 1812.


Ensign Daniel Curtis to be Second Lieut. vice Perkins Der. 31” 1812.


Ensign Robt. McCabe to be Second Lieut. vice [Robert C.] Page resigned Der. 31” 1812.


Ensign Newton C. Westfall to be Second Lieut. vice Helm Jany 30th 1813.


Ensign John O. Fallon to be Second Lieut. vice Bryson Jany 20. 1813.





Second Regiment of Infy


Capt. Wm Swan of the 1” Regt. to be Major. January 20th 1813.


First Lieut John T. Pemberton to be Captain vice [William] Carson promd. Jany. 20” 1813.


Second Liut. Perrin Willis to be first Lieut. vice Cheny deceased Nov. 1” 1812.


Second Liut. Hippolite H. Villard to be first Lieut. vice [Robert G.] Seely deceased Jany 10th 1813.


Second Liut. John Bliss to be first Lieut. vice Pemberton Promd. Jany. 20th 1813.


Ensign Robt. Sturges to be Second Lieut., vice Willis November 1t. 1812.


Ensign Jas. Stuart to be Second Lieut., vice [Charles] Vasse Dismissed December 27th 1812.


Ensign Henry Conway to be Second Lieut., vice Villard Jany. 10th 1813.


Ensign Nathan C. Clark to be Second Lieut., vice Bliss Jany 20: 1813.


Ensign Wm. M. Smith to be Second Lieut., vice January 20th 1813.





Third Regiment of Infy


Capt. Wm. Carson /of 2d Regt./ to be Major Jany 20th 1813.


Second Lieut. John H. Cary to be first Liut. vice [William Southerland] Hamilton Resignd 1 Nov 1812.


Ensign Archimedes Donoho to be Second Liut. vice Cary 1 Nov: 1812.


Ensign James Smith to be Second Liut. vice [James] Ryan Transferred Nov: 19th 1812.





Fourth Regiment Inf


Capt. Stephen Renney to be Major, January 20th 1813.


First Lieut. Charles Larabee to be Captain, vice [Robert C.] Barton resigned 15” Sept. 1812.


First Lieut. Ebenezer Way, to be Captain vice Renny, Januy. 20th 1813.


Second Lieut. George Gooding, to be first Lieut. vice [Benjamin] Hill deceased Feby. 15th 1812.


Second Lieut. Josiah Bacon, to be first Lieut. vice Larabea, Septr. 15th 1812.


Second Lieut. Parker Greenough, to be first Lieut. vice Way Jany. 20th 1812.


Ensign Rufus Preble to be Second Lieut. vice Gooding Febu. 15” 1812.


Ensign Samuel Armstrong to be Second Lieut. vice Bacon Sept. 15” 1812.


Ensign Samuel Legate to be Second Lieut. vice Greenough Jany. 20” 1813.





Fifth Regiment Infy.


Capt. Thornton Posey /of the 7th Regt./ to be Major vice [Gilbert Christian] Russell 6th June 1811.


Capt. Ninian Pinckney /of the first Regt./ to be Major Jany. 20th 1813.


Ensign George Snyder, to be first Lieut. vice Kirkpatrick, declined Septr. 1t. 1812.





Sixth Regt. of Infy.


Capt. Horatio Stark /of the 1st Regt./ to be Major Jany. 20th 1813.


First Lieut. Henry Phillips, to be Captain vice Nelson, deceased Octor. 13t. 1812.


Second Lieut. Wm Hazard, to be first Liut. vice Phillips Octr. 13th 1812.


Second Lieut. Gerrad D. Smith, to be first Liut. vice [Augustus] Conant resigned Octr. 31st 1812.


Ensign Nathaniel Sherman, to be Second Liut. vice [Frederick J.] Prevost cashiered Octr. 4’ 1812.


Ensign Robt McCallen to be Second Liut. vice [Thomas D.] Jenkins cashiered Octr. 4’ 1812.


Ensign Isaac L. DuBois to be Second Liut. vice Hazard Octr. 13th 1812.





Seventh Regt. of Infy.


Capt. Arthur Morgan to be Major, Jany. 20th 1813.


First Liut. Alexander A. White to be Captain, vice Posey prod. 6th Janu 1811.


Second Liut. Jacob Miller to be first Lieut. 10th Feby 1812.


Ensign John Hays, to be Second Lieut. 10t Feby 1812.


Rifle Regiment


Capt. Benjamin Forsythe, to be Major, Januy. 20th 1813.


First Lieut. Thomas Ramsey to be Capt. vice [Nanning John] Visscher, resigned Nov. 30th 1812.


First Lieut. Wm Smith, to be Captain vice Forsythe, Jany 20th 1812.


Second Liut. James Ryan to be first Liut. vice Ramsey Novr. 30th 1812.


Second Liut. Geo Gray Junr. to be first Liut. vice Smith, Jany 20th 1812.


Ensign John Hanson, to be Second Liut. vice Ryan, Novr. 30th 1812.


Ensign John Harley to be Second Liut. vice Gray, Jany. 20th 1813.


Ensign Josiah Hill to be Second Liut. vice Jany. 13th 1813.


/signed/ T. H. Cushing


Adjt. Genl.
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NEW ORLEANS PARTY





JAN. 8, 2000—185 YEARS OF PEACE





3148 PILSBURY AVE. MINNEAPOLIS





POTLUCK OF CAJUN FOOD, COME EAT & HAVE FUN





TELEPHONE   612.823.5690





ERIK J. OLSRUD & STEVE APPLEHANS






































“A Battle Not Forgotten” 


Battle of Tippecanoe Commemoration


November 7, 1999—1:00 to 3:20


The Battle of Tippecanoe lasted 2 hours and 20 minutes and so the length of the program.





Opening Ceremonies:


Speaker—Stuart Main, portraying a descendant of William Henry Harrison.


Moderator—Cindy Bedell


Welcome.


Introduce Stuart Main.


American Legion Post #11—Color Guard posts the colors.


William Henry Harrison Chamber Winds will play patriotic music.


Marine Chaplain of the Reserves—Make a prayer for peace and understanding.


54 white flags placed on the battlefield to honor the 54 “Indians on the ground”.


More music from the Chamber Winds.


Quote from Lydia Bacon.


Bell Toll.





Inside the Museum:


Carolyn Moses, Bittersweet & Briars, will play beautiful Dulcimer Music in the store, 1:30-2:30.


Chamber Winds in the Log Cabin Room.


Refreshments in the Log Cabin Room, donations from Payless, Great Harvest Bread Company, Murky Waters, Sarah’s Oaks.


Doug Clanin, Indiana Historical Society and the editor of The Papers of William Henry Harrison, 1800-1815 will have Harrison’s papers on hand and will discuss the historical importance the Indiana Territory Governor.


Mrs. Ball with George Winter Prints.


Volunteers—Children’s games.


Gallery of the Republic—Historic Flag Exhibit. This is a traveling exhibit from the Indiana Humanities Council. This exhibit will display nine museum replica flags from US History with descriptive texts and full scale replicas of the 4 pages of the Constitution. The exhibit runs from November 2-28.





Invitations sent to:


Descendants of participants of the Battle.


13 county historians from the counties named after the fallen heroes.


Members.





To End the Program:


One final bell peal to symbolize all the fallen.





Free and Open to the Public.
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David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, editors. Encyclopedia of the War of 1812. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 1997. 636 pages, appendices, maps, illustrations, index, bibliography. ISBN: 0-87436-968-1.


This is mammoth work. Reference works like this one are sorely needed for the War of 1812 to assist students and academics with failing memories in locating crucial information. Each of the entries, no matter how long, are followed by a brief bibliography which may be consulted for further information. Usually there are a number of suggestions to consult related entries in the encyclopedia.
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There are of course a number of concerns. First, there is a noticeable lack of western War of 1812 personalities given biographical entries. The coverage of Prairie du Chien is negligible; its opening sentence reads thus: “The British post and settlement of 100 settlers in 30 houses was situated on the east bank of the Mississippi River, …” Therefore this entry by Frederick Drake leaves much to be desired for the far northwestern theater of operations, or what could rightly be called the “British & Indian War.” Second the bibliographies at the end of each entry tend to have numerous dated materials listed, rather than more recent works. Many of those listed are from 1900-1940, which is great for those interested in the historiography of the War of 1812, but not terribly helpful if the scholar needs more immediate access to further information. Third, the Heidlers seem to have written the bulk of the entries, and there are a small number of authors, each writing on quite a number themselves. A diversity of authors in a compilation like this necessary so as not to color the work. Fourth, and only very minor, is that there are no entries on the material culture of the period. There are some very informative articles on topics such as artillery, but not canteens, haversacks, etc. For that matter there is also a lack of women’s topics and regimental entries. It would benefit the student looking at the Battle of New Orleans, for instance, to know that two of the Seventh Infantry companies were not there but serving in the Upper Mississippi.


There are invariably difficulties anytime a work like this is produced, since it is for reference. Each individual thinks and organizes differently. Therefore it is easy to find fault with it. The truth is that there is nothing else like it, and the War of 1812 community owes a debt of gratitude to the Heidlers for showing the way. The next book to follow it will be judged by this one. Hopefully the next will cover the enormously important British & Indian War in the Upper Mississippi, Michigan and Ohio the way those who lived there knew it.


Encyclopedia is a first of a kind endeavor for the War of 1812, but it has some academic and regional problems which need to be observed. Grade B.


—David M. Grabitske











Scott Bowden, The Glory Years, 1805-1807: Napoleon and Austerlitz. (1805, Volume 1). Chicago: The Emperor’s Press, 1997. 528 pages, illustrations, maps, 11 appendices. ISBN: 0-9626655-7-6.


Scott Bowden is acknowledged as one of the foremost scholars of the Napoleonic time period. He possesses the largest amount of archival material on the French armies outside of France. He is the author of Armies at Waterloo, the landmark work on the strengths of the various armies employed there. What he begins with this volume is a massive, much needed analysis of the original Grande Armee. This is the first of eventually three.


The usefulness of this book to War of 1812 scholars is the description of the speed and fury of warfare which Napoleon introduced. Truly the Grande Armee was the very first army of the modern era, though many of the concepts have been around much longer, even to Gustavus Adolphus at Breitenfeld in the seventeenth century. The French developed the use of combined arms in varying formations, fluctuating strengths in comparable corps, multiple fronts, concentration and redeployment through speedy communication, theaters of operation, and so on. These were the very things the nascent army of the United States hoped to emulate in the opening months of the War of 1812. 


French success at Ulm and later at Austerlitz inspired the political leaders in Washington to dream of an easy conquest of Canada. Thomas Jefferson believed it was a mere matter of walking there. Bowden demonstrates that success in combat is much more complicated.


Training, experience of veterans and their general officers, motivation, all combined to make Napoleon’s men the greatest army on earth. The other factor in their success was the reluctance of their enemies to abandon out-dated methods, and persist in conventional thinking. The outstanding victories of the Grande Armee affected the development of the United States Army. Winfield Scott realized that if the Washington politicians wanted a Napoleonic victory the army would have to train like a Napoleonic army. Thus a Flint Hill he used a French manual to accomplish that task. This resulted in the victories at Chippawa and Lundy’s Lane. The army then persisted in its pursuit of a French model for fifty years further. Translating French army manuals made Scott quite a lot of supplemental pay. All of this was possible only because of the development of the Grande Armee.


Simply put, The Glory Years is near heaven for military scholars of this time period. The extensive illustrations highlight many occurrences, equipment, clothing, and personalities. Reading this work brings a global understanding to the world of military power in the War of 1812. Grade A+.


—David M. Grabitske
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UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events


January 7-9	Battle of New Orleans	Chalmette, Louisiana


January 8	“I Wish I was in New Orleans Party” Erik Olsrud’s	Minneapolis, Minn.


	3148 South Pilsbury Ave., Minneapolis, phone: 612/823-5690 


	Pot-luck of Cajun Food, Pecan Pies, and Good Tunes!!!


	Best Mid-Winter activity to shake off the Blues


	All of the UMB encouraged to attend!


January 26	WINTER TALK, Eric Ferguson on Web Resources	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55


February 23	WINTER TALK, David Grabitske on MHS Library Resources	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55


	Nominations for Brigade level posts of Aide-de-Camp & Adjutant


March 22	WINTER TALK, Brenda Williams or Thomas Lawrence	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55


	Elections for Brigade Aide-de-Camp & Brigade Adjutant


March 25-26	Tenth Annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium	Arrow Rock, Missouri


	AdC James Lundgren to Speak!


	Grady Manus, Erik Hansen, Michael D. Harris, David Bennett & a surprise speaker


	Some of the UMB planning to go early to see sites in Kansas City.


May 20-21	Northwest Co. and the War of 1812	Pine City, Minnesota


	All new Vignettes for 2000!


	More Canadians!


May 29	Memorial Day Time-Line	Ft. Snelling


June 24-26	Fete du St. Jean Baptiste at Sibley Historic Site	Mendota, Minnesota


	Brand New Event, Encampment at Faribault House


	The Role of J-B Faribault in the War of 1812


July 14-16	BATTLE OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN	Prairie du Chien, WI


	John Fenner is the military coordinator




















Office of the Brigade Adjutant


Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Historic Fort Snelling


Fort Snelling History Center


Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111





Address Service Requested
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