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Brigade & Company Meetings



Dedicated to the Memory of Ray Allard
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The Midwest’s Finest War of 1812 Publication



The Americans at Prairie du Chien

by Edward L. Reidell



F

or years military officers and frontier politicians warned the United States about the importance of controlling the center of the fur trade industry on the upper Mississippi river, and thereby the Indians. Finally in the spring of 1814 the United States put into action a plan to capture the center, the strategic village of Prairie du Chien. To accomplish this goal, Governor William Clark of Missouri Territory organized and led an expedition up the river. The expedition, which was made up of two companies of Missouri volunteers stiffened by a company of regular army infantry, traveled on five barges, two of which were armed. In honor of the expedition’s leader the largest gunboat was named Governor Clark.1
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Typical French style barn. Though sketched some years later, this appears to be little changed since the war. After a detail of Prairie Du Chien by Seth Eastman.

The regular army company was made up of a detachment of 61 men from the Seventh Regiment of Infantry under the command of Brevet Major Zachary Taylor. These men arrived in St. Louis in the spring of 1814 “for the protection of the frontier.” Taylor was called home for personal reasons, but being in favor of the expedition and its goal he placed his company under the command of First Lieutenant Joseph Perkins, 24th Infantry.2 On the expedition Perkins held the local rank of Captain. Perkins was in Missouri on recruiting duty for his own company when Taylor ordered him to take command.3

The other part of the expedition was made up of approximately 140 sixty-day volunteers. They were touted as “dauntless young fellows from this country,” but they only agreed to serve if Clark paid them $20 a month and one-and-a-half rations per day.4 These militia were divided into two companies under the commands of Captains Frederick Yeizer and John Sullivan. Also accompanying the troops was Nicholas Boilvin, the U. S. Indian Agent for Prairie du Chien, who had fled to St. Louis in the early days of the war.5

Continued to Page 22…



BRIGADE MINUTES

Drill dispensed with in favor of the meeting.

Official Congratulations to Eric Ferguson on his recent engagement to Helen. A November 4 wedding is planned at Murphy’s Landing.

Recruitment Discussion—Rich opened the floor to discussion on declining strength of the muster rolls of both units. Suggestions included going to city festivals like Highland Fest or Rondo Days, and to history clubs at the various schools. The UMB should have a business card to give to prospective members with a single address and contact. If an interested person is encountered a follow up call should be made by the unit desired. More local events were desired by a number of those present. Development of Pine City and Sibley House cited as good examples, and perhaps local festivals, too. A suggestion of a questionnaire to former members was brought up, but too few usually respond to this & the answers are predictable. Rich also threw out the option of disbanding, but that was not his recommendation. No one else liked this idea either.

Past Events— PINE CITY was May 20-21. Those there were Bauer, Grabitske, Ferguson & Helen, S.  Johnson, Olsrud, Campbell, St. John, Lundgren, and M. & B. Stevens. 

Upcoming Events—FT. SNELLING is May 29 (Memorial Day) Participants are expected to be present between 12-3 PM, but all are welcome to come early and stay longer. The Carolina Gun crew will fire the cannon at 1 & 4 PM. SIBLEY HOUSE will host its first ever War of 1812 event in conjunction with its annual observance of St. Jean-Baptiste Day. PRAIRIE DU CHIEN is July 14-16. Thus far Bauer & A. Quigley, Grabitske, Olsrud, B. Stevens have expressed interest. Reidell is a possibility. We may have Beth Gauper, Pioneer Press columnist, along in costume with us. 

CORRESPONDENCE—COTTONBALE has finally arrived. The Jan.-June 2000 issue is here & they are not after all dead. Hurrah! Cool 1840s account of New Orleans in this issue.

Discussion ensued on the complimentary issues the Brigade has and has not sent out. Taylor’s Coy. sends to Abolt, Bennett, Harris, Douglas, Journal of the War of 1812, and Balza; Miss. Vols. should be sending to Carsted, Ft. Madison, Lake, Smith, Ship’s Company & one to be named later. Vols. have not sent out exchange issues in almost a year. 

Siege Weekend at Old Ft. William in Thunder Bay was entertained, but it falls on Grand Portage Wkd.

Taylor’s Coy. asked the Vols. if the Brigade would sponsor a History Day Prize for the best project which examines Early National America. The prize would be $50 cash to the student, with half ($25) coming from each unit.

The Exhibits Dept. at MHS has long range plans for an exhibit on Lewis & Clark, the Louisiana Purchase and Pike’s 1805 exploration Bicentennery.  



CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING

Ferguson, Lawrence, R. & J. Moline, R. & B. Williams. 

Proposal to support the History Day Award was passed.

Dues are due. Make payments available to Mike Meyers in the amount of $10 per individual, and $15 for a family (2 votes).



CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING

Grabitske.

Taylor’s Coy. will match the Vols. for the History Day Award.

Dues are due. See company insert.



On May 1, 1814 the expedition left St. Louis for Prairie du Chien. The journey up river was uneventful until they arrived at the Rock river rapids. A brief skirmish occurred with pro-British Sauk Indians, in which the Americans seem to have gained the upper hand. The action was very brief and apparently there were no casualties. The Sauk asked for peace which was granted by Clark on condition that the Sauk fight other pro-British Indians.6

Once again the Americans pushed up river and arrived on June 2, at Prairie du Chien. When the Americans went ashore they discovered the village abandoned. Upon hearing of the imminent arrival of the Americans, the villagers and local militia had fled, and only after assurances of safety from the Americans did most of them return. Once ashore the regulars commandeered the Mackinaw Company building and fortified it. This was their home until the new fort was completed.7

Another incident, that would have later repercussions, was the imprisonment of a number of Winnebagoes (or, Ho-Chunk), some of whom were killed. The Americans claimed that the prisoners were shot while attempting escape, but the British stated the Indians were treacherously executed.8 This incident only served to increase hostility and hatred between the Winnebagoes and Americans.
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An example of a house near Prairie du Chien some years after the war might be what soldiers in 1814 saw. Note the rear kitchen and tender. After a detail of Prairie Du Chien by Seth Eastman.

On June 5 Clark placed the location of the fort in back of the village, on a hill that is now the site of Villa Louis State Historic Site. Construction started the next day. The works was named Fort Shelby in honor of Isaac Shelby, the current governor of Kentucky, home state of most of the soldiers in Taylor’s company.9

Clark did not remain in Prairie du Chien for much longer. On the very next day, June 7, he and three of the boats departed for St. Louis, and arrived there June 28. Clark left Yeizer and Sullivan along with Captain George Kennerly, Clark’s aide, and Lieutenant James Kennerly (both Missouri militia officers) to assist Perkins and regulars with construction. By June 19 the works was far enough along for the regulars to occupy it. Construction continued until July 17 when the British expedition arrived.10

Late in June, Sullivan, his company and 32 men of Yeizer’s, left in the smaller of the two gunboats. The sixty-day terms of service had expired and the men wanted to go home. Yeizer and the remained of his command on the Governor Clark agreed to stay until reinforcements of regulars and rangers would relieve them.11

On Sunday July 17, about noon, just as the American officers were preparing for a pleasure ride on the prairie, Captain Thomas G. Anderson of the Mississippi Volunteers approached the fort under a flag of truce with a demand for surrender.12 Lt. Colonel William McKay, the British commander, sent a polite note ordering the americans to surrender unconditionally or defend themselves to the last man, but also requested they send their women and children out of the way. Perkins rejected the demand for surrender and chose to defend his fort.13 At this time Nicholas Boilvin decided to move to the Governor Clark for safety.14

At 1:10 PM the British fired their brass 3-pounder cannon and the battle for Prairie du Chien began.15 Initially the British concentrated their artillery fire on the Governor Clark managing several direct hits. Some of these hits caused the boat to begin leaking, and after two hours the men on board cut their cable and �floated downstream for repairs. The regulars in the fort, seeing the boat leaving, called for it to return and reputedly fired a round across its bow to induce it to do so.16 The Governor Clark stopped briefly at the mouth of the Wisconsin river to repair some of the damage and continued down river. On the way down they encountered some of the boats of Lt. Campbell’s expedition and helped them pass Saukenuk, the Sauk village at the Rock river rapids. The casualties reported were seven: Lt. Henderson, Ensign St. Pierre and five privates, one of whom died during the journey to St. Louis after having his leg amputated.17

LEST WE FORGET



Memorial Day

Observance



Historic Fort Snelling

10-5, Monday May 29, 2000



F“Ladies’ War of 1812”

featuring Pat Bauer as Mrs. Snelling



Parade of the American Soldier,

Narrated by Thos. G. Shaw

For the next two days the fighting continued at Prairie du Chien. Both sides kept up a relatively constant but ineffectual fire on one another. But by the evening of July 19, things were getting desperate for the Americans. It had now become obvious that the Clark was not returning, the ammunition supply for the 3- and 6-pounder cannons was nearly expended, and there were no hospital supplies. The water supply was also exhausted. During the fighting the well had gone dry, and an attempt to deepen it resulted in its collapse. The final problem that forced the American officers to decide to surrender was evidence of British intentions to attack the wooden works with red-hot iron shot.18

After consulting with the Kennerlys about their options, Perkins sent George Kennerly out to the British with an offer to surrender both fort and garrison provided they be protected from the Indians. McKay accepted the terms but told Perkins to delay his surrender until the next day so that he could guarantee their safety.19

The next morning at 8 o’clock the Americans marched out of the fort and surrendered their arms. McKay placed the Dakota and Ojibwe between the Americans and Winnebago in order to keep the latter from massacring the troops.20 Included among those who surrendered were two women and one child.21 It was a relatively bloodless engagement. The regulars had only five men wounded, including one man who had his fingers cut off when he tried to shake the hand of a Winnebago.22 Also at time of surrender, it was noted that when the American flag was lowered, even though it was riddled with holes, the representation of the eagle in its canton was untouched.23

On July 30, McKay paroled all of the Americans but four, two were claimed as deserters and two as “subjects” who were in American service. After being provided with a boat and provisions the Americans departed for St. Louis at 2 o’clock PM. Also accompanying the Americans was an escort of two British officers from the Indian Department and a “strong” guard with artillery. This proved useful when they arrived at the Rock river rapids on August 2. The British officers convinced the Sauk to let the Americans pass unmolested.24

The Americans continued their journey south that evening with one British officer and six men. This small escort stayed with them until the lower rapids at the Des Moines river. From that point on the Americans traveled night and day until they arrived safely in St. Louis the morning of August 6.25 The arrival of Perkins and his command ended the United States’ first attempt to control the village of Prairie du Chien.

NOTES.

Bruce Mahan, Old Fort Crawford and the Frontier (Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1926): 52-53.

Marie Antoine de Julio, The Forts on the Mound: Military Presence in the Main Village of Prairie du Chien (Prairie du Chien: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1987): 15.

Peter L. Scanlan, Prairie du Chien: French, British, American (1937, 1949; reprinted, Menasha, WI: George Banta Publishing Company, 1985): 118.

James Neal Primm, Lion of the Valley: St. Louis, Missouri (Boulder, CO: Pruett Publishing Co., nd): 106. Louise Phelps Kellogg, The British Regime in Wisconsin and the Northwest (Madison, WI: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1935): 316.

Scanlan, 117; Kellogg, 319.

Kellogg, 314.

de Julio, 15-17.

Douglas Brymner, “Capture of Ft. McKay, Prairie du Chien, in 1814.” Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin 11 (Madison, WI: SHS WI, 1888): 260. Alec R. Gilpin, The War of 1812 in the Old Northwest (East Lansing, MI: The Michigan State University Press, 1958): 246.

Scanlan, 117-118.

Scanlan 118; de Julio, 17.

Mahan, 53.

de Julio, 22.

Brymner, 256.

Kellogg, 319.

Scanlan, 118.

de Julio, 22-23.

Frank E. Stevens, “Illinois in the War of 1812-1814.” Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society 9 (Springfield, IL: Phillips Bros., 1904): 161-162.

de Julio, 23-24.

Scanlan, 119.

Scanlan, 119.

Mahan, 57.

Scanlan, 119; Augustin Grignon, “Seventy-Two Years: Recollec�tions of Wisconsin.” Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin 3 (Madison, WI: SHS WI, 1857): 277.

Grignon, 278.

Scanlan, 119.

Scanlan, 119.

�TENTH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM TOPIC EXTRACTS

For the fourth consecutive year the Mudduck is pleased to report the proceedings of the tenth annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium, this year being held in Arrow Rock, Missouri, on March 25-26. The topic extracts herein are reconstructed from notes hastily made by the Adjutant. Thus while the spirit and ideas belong wholly to the undersigned authors, the mistakes in spelling and what I thought I heard are entirely mine.—David M. Grabitske

MAJOR NATHAN HEALD, COMMANDER FORT DEARBORN: A BIOGRAPHY

by Sally Bennett

 

�Nathan Heald was known as a Peace Establishment officer, coming in after the Quasi-War with France at the end of the nineteenth century. He was born in New Ipswich, New Hampshire. His mother’s family were cousins of the Adamses of Massachu�setts. Two of the Heald brothers removed to New Hampshire. Heald grew up in a Puritan church-oriented home, educated at an academy in New Ipswich. He was taught piety, virtue, logic, geomet�ry, and Latin in preparation for a career in the military or in law. Though a prepara�tory school for Dartmouth College, Heald did not attend Dartmouth. He was in Concord by 1798 living with his brother after his seventy-year old father remarried, to a former servant. It was also that year he became a mason of the Corinthian Lodge, an association which greatly aided his military career.

Heald came from a military family. His mother’s brothers all fought in the Revo�lution. His father, a colonel, commanded the New Ipswich militia. So, young Nathan probably heard many tales of military feats. He entered service commission�ed as an ensign in the Second Infantry, in March 1799. By 1801 he was promoted to First Lieutenant. He was among those New England officers who tended to be better educated. During 1800 he was on recruiting service with Capt. Lyman [sp?]. In January 1801, Heald was still unpaid for any of his service and threatened to quit recruiting. Heald became sick, but recovered in time to take charge of Lyman’s recruits in Pittsburgh for their journey to Cantonment Wilkinsonville. The camp was situated on 400 acres, with 15-20 barracks, guarding the western marches near what is now Olmstead, Illinois. Wilkinsonville was low and swampy, and temporarily replaced Ft. Massac.

Orders reveal some of what was there: 30 espontoons, 400 screws, 770 gunslings, and knapsacks. There were 40 women, 10 companies of men. On March 13, 1801 a tornado damaged the cantonment killing a sergeant and a woman, and injuring a number of others. Shortly after Heald arrived, James Wilkinson visited on a tour of inspection. On July 31 a large parade was held. Lt. Col. Cmdt. David Strong (Second Infantry) wanted a better encamp�ment on the Tennessee. Capt. Russell Bissell and Heald were then sent to Bear Creek. 22 men in his company were unfit for duty by August, and nearly six funerals per day were observed. Col. Strong died with his men on August 19.

In the Revolution of 1800, Jeffer�son employed Meriwether Lewis to evaluate the officer corps for reductions. His review was also to identify which officers were openly Federalist. Capt. Lyman was retain�ed even though judged to be second class, since he was Jeffersonian Republican. Heald was regarded as first class, but his political leanings were unknown. In 1802, as a result of the survey, the army was reorgan�ized, sending Heald to the First Infantry. He was stationed at Ft. Knox, and noted the alcoholic Indians nearby and the lack of glass in the windows. He had much to worry about as the local citizens were at odds with the garrison in 1803, and then 37 enlistments expired in 1804. Heald was sent to Ohio’s capital, Chillecothe, on recruit�ment but was unsuccessful. He was ordered to accompany Gov. William Henry Har�rison to Ft. Wayne for negotiations. The treaty devolved into squabbles among the Indians over exactly who owned what land. Agent William Wells was sent to Chicago to build a fort. In the meantime, Col. John Francis Hamtramck died on April 11, 1803, drawing Harrison and Heald to Detroit for the funeral. Heald became sick again, in Detroit. Capt. John Whistler and company are then sent to establish the garrison at Ft. Dearborn. The Secretary of War wanted Heald to return to recruiting in Chillecothe, but Heald was still too sick.

Between the death of Hamtramck and the war, Heald established a recruit�ing rendezvous at Limestone, Kentucky. He went to relieve Capt. Lyman at Vincennes that the Capt. might attend a court martial at Ft. Massac. In March 1806, Heald was home visiting his brother in Concord, and recruiting as well. In late fall 1806, he was ordered to return to Ft. Wayne to take command. Heald was then promoted Captain, and seems to have become a father figure for his command though only 34. He assisted Agent William Wells with the annuities. About this time Wells lost his wife, Sweetbreeze, and his son Samuel. Wells returns to Ft. Wayne with a new wife, and his niece Rebecca Wells. Rebecca was a marksman able to shoot out a bung from a barrel at 100 yards. She was also courted by Seventh Infantry Captain Zachary Taylor, but thought more of Heald, becoming his wife. She enjoyed playing a lot of practical jokes on Heald. 

Another treaty was in the works in 1809, one which the young men opposed to, but the old men were in favor of. The treaty was agreed to but started the western conflict. The Miami and Potawatomi had been close allies, but rifted over the money. The Miami stay with the United States, but the friction drove the Potawatomi to the British. In 1810, after Rebecca left for the east, the Whistler-Hamilton fiasco at Ft. Dearborn be�came too much for the War Department to tolerate. Heald was then sent into Dearborn to straighten out the mess, and restore military decorum. Heald is very unhappy with his new post, and writes to Colonel Jacob Kingsbury for a furlough. While east, Heald visited General Peter Gansevoort who points out that many young officers would like to have Heald’s post. Heald should stay put. Heald faced the undermining activities of his subaltern, Linai Taliafero Helm, and John Kinzie killing Dearborn’s interpreter. Worse yet in 1812, Heald was never told of Mackinaw’s surrender, but does notice an unusually large gathering of Indians nearby. Gen. William Hull sent word to abandon Dearborn and fall back on Ft. Wayne. While Heald made his preparations to leave, an assassination attempt on his life failed. As the garrison marched out that fateful day, the column was set upon about a mile and a half east, by over 500 Indians. While Heald charged, the baggage train was attacked, in which all defenders were killed when the Miami deserted the Americans. Heald was captured, and while his fate was debated he was spirited away to St. Joseph. His mason connections came in handy, as the British respected that affiliation.

Ms. Bennett believes Heald may have suffered from post-traumatic stress syndrome. The evidence is an account Heald kept of the number killed in each battle at which he was present.



�MACKINAW ISLAND DURING THE WAR OF 1812

by James C. Lundgren

At the beginning of the war there was very little in the way of military on the Great Lakes. On the Upper Lakes, Ft. Dearborn under Capt. Nathan Heald garrisoned 65 men and Ft. Mackinaw under Lt. Porter Hanks had 61 men. The British were former occupants of Mackinaw Island, but withdrew 45 miles northeast to St. Joseph’s Island. Here Capt. Charles Roberts was in command of the Tenth Royal Veteran Battalion. With the outbreak of war the British noticed that Americans were divided as to what to do, giving the British the initiative. Lt. Governor Isaac Brock sent rather vague plans to Roberts as to what was to be done in the event of war. 
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On July 8, 1812, Roberts received word that the war was on. As more and more Indians arrived on his Island, Roberts decided to take all 700-800 of them and attack Hanks at Mackinaw. Meanwhile, the Americans were still totally unaware of the state of war, however they did notice a significant decline in the number of Indians at Mackinaw. The British sailed to the far side of Mackinaw from the fort, disembar�ked unopposed, and placed a cannon on the heights overlooking the post. The post doctor did warn the fort of the British presence, but once Hanks looked up to see the 6-pounder on the heights, all was lost. Outnumbered ten-to-one, Hanks opted for surrender. Of the 61, 3 were detained as deserters, 20 as subjects, and the remaining 38 were paroled to Detroit. The British consolidated their gains, absor�bing the e�normous quantity of equipment, organizing the 20 subjects into the Canadian Volunteer Militia, and dispat�ched the Indians and fur traders back to work. Shortly after, both Dearborn and Detroit fall to Anglo-Indian forces, and Hanks was killed, while awaiting court martial in Detroit, by a cannonball. 

Among the units present at Mackinaw were the 3 officers and 57 enlisted men of the Tenth Royal Veteran Battalion; and the uniformed voyageur militiamen of the Michigan Fencibles. In 1813, Capt. Richard Bullock replaced the ailing Capt. Roberts. That summer the tide of war turns decidedly towards the Americans. At the end of 1813, there were 42 men among the regulars and 63 men in the fencibles, and all were in for a hard winter. With Oliver Hazard Perry’s naval victory on Lake Erie, and William Henry Harrison chasing off Henry Procter’s British forces, Mackinaw was isolated. Mackinaw was then supplied by HM Schooner Nancy over Lake Huron. Reinforcements under Col. Robert McDouall arrived (2 companies of regulars plus artillery). The fort was brought up to military preparedness, and a blockhouse erected on the heights to prevent an American reprise of the successful British strategy. 

MANITOU ROCKS, INDIAN PICTOGRAPHS

by Jim Denny

The summer of 1814 the Americans were busy trying to reestablish a presence in the northwest, building Ft. Gratiot above Detroit and Ft. Shelby at Prairie du Chien. Fur traders Thomas G. Anderson of the St. Peter’s and Joseph Rolette of the Prairie raised two companies of Mississippi Volunteers from voyageurs, and appointed their captains. An expedition from Mackinaw is mounted for the repulse of the Americans at Prairie du Chien. It consisted of 75 Michigan Fencibles, 63 Mississippi Volunteers, and William McKay with the local rank of Lt. Colonel. They departed from the island on June 28. At this time the Tenth was returned to Canada, as well. 

On July 12, 1814, elements of the 17th, 19th and 24th Infantries, a detachment of U. S. Marines, and an Ohio militia unit land on the same beach the British did, but lacked any kind of surprise. McDouall left 25 men in the fort and went to meet the Americans. The Battle of Dousman’s Farm commenced along a road with the British in good position, and Indians on the American’s flanks. George Croghan’s artillery had no effect on the British. Briefly McDouall left the field to look into reports of another American force landing near the fort, but returned when the report proved false. The Americans suffered 13 killed and 51 wounded in their defeat. 

On a positive note, the Nancy was sunk in the operation, however Lt. Worsely (Royal Navy) managed to capture two American vessels, the Tigress and the Scorpion, to replace it. The first battalion of the 81st Foot arrived to beef up the garrison. Capt. Andrew H. Bulger of the Newfoundland Regiment was sent to replace McKay, down with the mumps, as commandant of the Prairie. As 1814 ended, Mackinaw contained 220 regulars and very few militia. 

In March of 1815 news arrived of the peace treaty returning Mackinaw to the Americans. McDouall felt duped. The British evacuated to Drummond Island where they erect Ft. Collier. The Americans reoccupy Mackinaw and garrison it with regular troops until the 1880s.



Among the pictographs in the Missouri river area, the most famous is are the Marion-Rocheport drawings. On June 4, 1804, the Lewis & Clark expedition passed them, at the future site of Jefferson City. William Clark climbed an eminence believed to be the modern Sugarloaf Rock. Nearby at Slaughterhouse Bend, Clark walked across a large bottom of Horse Tail rushes to Zoncar creek to look for lead, but finds none. Prinz Maximillian von Wied in 1833 was told the eminence was formed of Heavenly Bison dung. Actually it is the sandstone plug from an ancient limestone sinkhole. The next day, June 5, Lewis & Clark passed Marion Bullback Rock (the nineteenth-century Sugarloaf Rock). Prinz Maximillian also noted this outcropping in 1833. The Duke of Würtemberg, Paul Wilhelm described the Manitou Rocks in 1823, these were the June 5 stop of Lewis & Clark. In 1901, the railroad blasted this outcrop into the river. The Big Manitou Bluffs is the only place on the Missouri where it always flowed, on account of the massive rocky barriers. The pictographs here were possibly created between 1804-1819. “Manitou” in Algonquan means great spirit, and the pictures are usually provided with antlers. Clark recorded a few near Rocheport. But who created them? The Sac & Fox are a good possibility as they had more and more a presence in the area in the early 1800s. In the 1770s, the Spanish prompted the Sac & Fox into exterminating the Missouri Indians. Based on a 1750s map, they may have been in the area even that early. The hunting grounds along the Missouri were a shatter-belt of various nations. The Portage des Sioux is a good reminder of a Sioux raiding party in the area who traversed this point of land. Between 1804-1814 there are many Sac & Fox in the area. In the end, much is open for interpretation since no one really knows what the pictographs mean or even who created them. Both the Sac & Fox (who are Algonquan) and the Osage claim them.



�Was Jean-Baptiste A Spy?



Brand New 1812 Event at Sibley House.





�THE EVENT

The Sibley House Historic Site in Mendota, Minnesota, operated by the Daughters of the American Revolution for the Minnesota Historical Society, is pleased to present its first foray into an 1812 era event. The event is titled “Was Jean-Baptiste A Spy?” It will explore the role of Jean-Baptiste Faribault, an early Minnesota pioneer fur trader, in America’s First Forgotten Conflict, and the paradox he was caught in. As stated in last month’s issue, Faribault could not comply with U. S. law and his kinship obligations to his Dakota clientele. The solution he and other traders developed is highly confusing to modern residents of Minnesota, and little understood.



GETTING THERE

The Sibley House is located in Mendota, Minnesota, on the Sibley Memorial Highway (State Highway 13). From St. Paul, travel I-35 E south to Sibley Highway. Turn right, and proceed two miles, the site is on the right. From Minneapolis drive Highway 55 and cross the Mendota Bridge, staying in the left most lane. Follow signs to State Highway 110, and turn left onto Highway 13, north. The site is on the left as you descend the hill into sleepy Mendota, population 164. The site’s office is located right on 13, at 1357 Sibley Memorial Highway, in the Hypolite DuPuis House, a Milwaukee Red Brick home.



ST. JEAN-BAPTISTE CELEBRATION

The site is hosting a St. Jean-Baptiste festival during the evening of June 23, featuring members of La Compagnie and Living History Society, as well as French-Canadian singing troupes and bands. We may begin setting up behind the Faribault House, the further south of the two houses, anytime Friday. Just be considerate of the feast-goers. Mendota is home to a predominantly Metis culture. This Metis community is just beginning to emerge and promote its own heritage, centering around the Sibley House and its annual celebration.







SETTING THE CAMP

Site Manager Lisa Krahn will direct the pitching of the camp. Taylor’s will bring both its tents.



HOURS

The site will be open to the public from 10-3:30 on Saturday and 12-3:30 on Sunday. Tours will be scheduled through the houses at regular times to be announced. After the tours visitors will visit the 1812 Camp. Volunteers are welcome to go on the tours when not needed in the camp.



ACTIVITIES

This is yet to be arranged. However, some standard skits are to be expected. Singing of period songs will naturally occur. Some light drill for the public is to be expected, and perhaps drilling the public will happen. Cooking demonstrations will happen on Saturday. If you dread the cleaning of your firearm, then this is the event for you! Firearms demonstrations are not likely. The major event will be an interactive investigation of Jean-Baptiste Faribault’s role in the War of 1812. The public will be gathered and handed their role to play (or read). A narrator will guide them through the investigation and open the floor for discussion. And, given the UMB’s need for recruits, this is an excellent opportunity to find a few new faces. 



PERSONAS & PORTRAYALS

The Mississippi Volunteers will portray themselves to present their “side” of story, and Taylor’s will show the American “side.” The basic fur trade militia kit is in order for the Vols. For the American regulars, belts will be blackened, brass brightened, and wools brushed. The 1813 pattern uniform is expected. American militia will look an awful lot like the Vols., in hunting shirts, top hats and accouterments. It is unknown at the moment whether or not any officers will be present. 













Northwest Company & the War of 1812

Minnesota Historical Society’s NWCo. Fur Post in Pine City, Minnesota, hosted its second annual War of 1812 event on May 20-21, 2000. The event explores the role of the Northwest Company during the conflict in the old Northwest. 

The Upper Mississippi Brigade fielded a formidable array of soldiers and laundresses. Representing the Mississippi Volunteers (but portraying American militia) were Sgt. Ferguson, Pvts. Johnson and Stevens. Capt. Lucas Coy. of Artillery brought Pvts. Campbell, Lundgren, and St. John. Capt. Taylor’s Coy. of U. States Infantry fielded Pvts. Grabitske and Olsrud. Company laundresses were Mrs. Stevens, Mrs. Bauer, Miss Quigley, and Mrs. Ferguson. The British (or rather Canadians) brought three Glengarry Riflemen under Jim Kiegher, and one DeMueron.

The activities went off well except for camp inspections owing to a lack of Officers to perform them. The drills worked out fairly well, though the British did grinningly complain of our drill on Saturday awaking them from their afternoon naps. The British were welcomed to a common mess in the American Camp, and their company was much appreciated. Mrs. Stevens and Mrs. Bauer acquitted themselves with high distinction in their culinary art, and young Miss Quigley and Mrs. Ferguson assisted.

Saturday night following a common mess in the stockade, most retired to Mr. Sayer’s quarters for a song session. Each person in turn contributed a song for the enjoyment of all. Mr. Olsrud was heard to remark on the session as being on of the best in memory. Olsrud’s composition “Snelling’s Grenadiers” was sung with hearty enthusiasm, and may one day be aired on Canadian Broadcasting Company. It is set to the familiar air of “Barrett’s Privateers.”

Sunday afternoon the bulk of the American militia filled the ranks of the British to practice chain firing in a light infantry formation. It was very cool looking. Camps were dismantled and leaves were taken at 3 PM.

Next year’s event may well have a tactical associated with it provided appropriate officer types can be enticed to Pine City. The event is tentatively set for May 26-27, 2001. This is Memorial Day Weekend, but the event will not stretch onto Monday 28th so that those going to Ft. Snelling or other memorials may do so. Perhaps a travel day for Texans and Missourians. 





IN  MEMORIAM



The Mississippi Volunteers and the UMB are saddened by the departure of Life Member

RAY ALLARD

on Saturday

May 20, 2000

Aged 88 years.



Ray was a real veteran of Ft. Snelling, having served in the 3rd (Old Guard) Infantry during the Country Club days. Black Serge will be worn over the Memorial Day Weekend in his honor. His place in the ranks will always be sacred.



Changes of Address:

Erik James Olsrud

2100 Bryant Ave. #308

Minneapolis, MN 55405

612.871.0874



Roger & Ayumi Stockman

1430 York Ave. #124

St. Paul, MN 55106

No telephone yet.



James Balza

2700 Dollar Road

Green Bay, WI 54311



New Member:

Capt. Taylor’s Coy. is pleased to welcome to its ranks Paul M. Flemming. Paul has reenacted with the First Minnesota, the Living History Society (Civil War), the 6th Penna. Line (Rev. War), the 3rd Cuirassiers and the 21eme Ligne (for his majesty the Emperor, Napoleon I). Paul does so many impressions with the blessings of his wife, Trudi. His address is: 1509 Blackhawk Ridge Way; Eagan, MN 55122; telephone 651.688.8775; e-mail paulf@napcointl.com. 



History Day Prize

The Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812 is pleased to announce an annual award to the History Day student whose project best interprets the Early National history of the United States, 1790-1815, within the yearly theme established by National History Day. History Day 2000 had the theme of “Turning Points in History: People, Events, Places.” Next year’s theme is “Frontiers in History.” The award will be $50 cash, which is the amount of the entry fee to the National Contest in College Park, Maryland. Minnesota History Day is coordinated by Tim Hoogland of Minnesota Historical Society, a co-sponsor with the University of Minnesota.





�UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events

June 17-18	Muster on the Maumee	Ft. Meigs, Ohio

June 25-26	Was Jean-Baptiste a Spy? at Sibley Historic Site	Mendota, Minnesota

	Brand New Event, Encampment behind Faribault House

	The Role of J-B Faribault in the War of 1812

June 28	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling

July 1-2	Independence Celebration 1813	Ft. Meigs, Ohio

July 14-16	BATTLE OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN	Prairie du Chien, WI

	John Fenner is the military coordinator

July 26	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling

August 5-6	Mackinaw Island 1812 encampment event	Michigan

August 11-13	Fort Erie, Canada	Canada

	Bennett & Company are going. & Capt. Lucas’ Company as well.

August 19-20	War of 1812 in the Miami Valley (Johnston Farm)	Piqua, Ohio

August 19-20	Battle of Brownstown, (Capt. Snelling has a leading role here)	Brownstown, Mich.

August 23	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling

September 9-10	Battle of Put-In Bay	Lake Erie, Ohio

September 16-17	First Siege 1813	Ft. Meigs, Ohio

September 27	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling

October 6-8	Mississinewa 1812	Marion, Indiana

	Biggest War of 1812 shoot ‘em-up. Canvas-o-plenty.

October 20-22	Ft. Osage Militia Muster	Sibley, Missouri

	Lets get out & support Bennett and his company.







Office of the Brigade Adjutant

Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Historic Fort Snelling

Fort Snelling History Center

Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111



Address Service Requested
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CALL TO ARMS !!!



Re-Enlist in Capt. Zachary Taylor’s Company of U. States Regular Infantry.



Dues for the 2000-2001 year are 

F$10/individual (one vote, one newsletter) 

or 

F$15/couple (two votes, one newsletter).



Remit dues payable to

Erik James Olsrud

2100 Bryant Ave. #308

Minneapolis, MN 55405



___________________YOUR EVENTS ARE IMPORTANT TO US_____________________

(The 87th Statistical Tabulation Unit heartily desires to know your desires)

How often do you go to drills? & Is there a better time than the fourth Wednesday?

Never

1-3

4-8

As many as possible.



Which of the following events are you likely to go, or want the Company to attend?

What can we do close to home for fun & recruitment? Should the Company sponsor an event?

Prairie du Chien (4 hours away)

Brownstown (12 hours away)

Mississinewa (12 hours away)

Ft. Osage (8 hours away)

Ft. Madison (7 hours away)

New Orleans (2 days away)

Symposium (7 hours away)

Pine City Tactical (1 hour away)

Sibley House (Minutes from anywhere)

Ft. Snelling (720 miles from St. Louis)

Other ___________________



What direction do you see the Company progressing towards?  Please write copious suggestions on the back.

Brigade Newsletter, June 2000
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