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NEXT MEETING

August 23

FORT SNELLING 
6:30 p.m.
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The Midwest’s Finest War of 1812 Publication

The Ioway Indians in the War

by Richard A. Williams

Numerous Indian nations participated in the War of 1812 and the activities and accomplishments of many of these nations are well documented. We know much about the Shawnee, Miami, Delaware, Iroquois, Ottawa, Ojibwe, Dakota, Menomonie, Winnebago, Sauk and Fox. But, there were other Indian nations who participated in the war and of these we know much less. One of these lesser-known nations is the Ioway. The Ioways were always a small nation, having little influence on the nations surrounding them, but the War of 1812 had a devastating impact upon them.

Their name Ioway is a corruption of a Dakota word borrowed by the French, Ayuhwa, which means “sleepy ones” in the Dakota language. The Ioway word for themselves is Pahodja, which means “dusty noses” in their own language. They were known as the Nez Perces or pierced noses by the fur traders. This is not to be confused with the true Nez Perces of the far west. They were also known as the Nadouessioux Maskoutens or Dakota of the Prairies by the Algonquin peoples.

Tradition states that they along with the Oto and Missouri were once a part of the Winnebago nation. There are strong linguistic ties amongst these four groups. The Ioway-Oto-Missouri separated from the Winnebago and moved into Illinois. At some time they crossed the Mississippi River and eventually divided into the three separate nations. The Ioway moved quite often in the early historic period, being recorded as living on the Iowa River, the Pipestone area of Minnesota and probably as far east as the Blue Earth River, the Big Sioux River and the banks of the Missouri River near Council Bluffs. In the late eighteenth century their villages were found on both the Iowa and Des Moines Rivers. The Ioways had some trade connections with the Spanish out of St. Louis but most of their traders came from Mackinac via Prairie du Chiens. Jean Baptiste Faribault traded with them on the Des Moines River from 1799-1802 (See the May 2000 issue of the Mudduck for Lisa Krahn’s article). Thomas G. Anderson traded with the Ioways in 1801-1802.

BRIGADE MINUTES

Drill dispensed with.

PAST EVENTS— Prairie du Chien is July 14-16. John Fenner was the military coordinator. Tom, Liz & Madison Shaw, Eric & Helen Ferguson, Tom Lawrence & Claire, Erik Olsrud, Pat Bauer, Greg Campbell, Doug St. John, and James Lundgren were all down for the event. It was the largest in years. There were four cannon on the field..

UPCOMING EVENTS—Siege Weekend at Old Ft. William—no new news. It will be from 9-6 both Sat. & Sun. It is also the same weekend as Grand Portage. Salute to Lafayette—an unexpected invitation see further info in this issue. Mississinewa—according to Dave Schmid the Feast of the Hunter’s Moon moved to Labor Day Weekend. Thus it will now have a consistent weekend in October. No official word on this from Martin Lake however. Ft. Osage—a few are going, more will be known later. A mix up in the dates of this event. The Adj. will contact Bennett and Harris to determine the correct date. New Orleans—a possibility of our being invited to occupy BOQs announced by John Dullum, USN.

CORRESPONDENCE—none this month.

MISSISSIPPI VOLS.. MEETING

Ferguson & Helen, Lawrence, R. & J. Moline, R. & B. Williams. 

Treasury—not gotten from treasurer Doug St. John.

Property—a reminder to get MV property into the hands of those going to events.

Events—same as discussed in the Brigade.

Resolution to disband the Seventh.

CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING

Flemming, Grabitske.

Shaw has a source for round hats, and is ordering. We will commence putting together the 1803 kit in preparation for Pike’s 200th in Minnesota.

Recruiting issue. As soon as Flemming is kitted we will begin to frequent schools and other places for members.

New book available, Isaac Shelby. Copies ordered.

Sword of the Border is excellent.

Dues are due, make payable to Erik James Olsrud.

THIS MONTH IN THE WAR OF 1812 ERA

August 1814 – Siege of Fort Erie

August 1, 1779 – Francis Scott Key born

August 1, 1812 – rare tornado strikes Westchester County, New York

August 2, 1813 – Battle of Ft. Stephenson

August 4, 1790 – Coast Guard founded

August 4, 1814 – Mackinac attacked by US

August 5, 1812 – Battle of Brownstown

August 7, 1789 – War Dept. founded

August 8, 1814 – Peace negotiations begin

August 10, 1803 – Louisiana Purchase

August 12, 1812 – Battle of Monguagon

August 14, 1774 – Meriwether Lewis born

August 16, 1812 – Hull surrenders Detroit

August 19, 1793 – Minnesota Pioneer and 25th Inf. Pvt. Francis Bliss born

August 19, 1812 – Constitution def. Guerriere

August 19, 1814 – Battle of Bladensburg

August 20, 1785 – Oliver H. Perry born

August 24, 1814 – Washington DC burned

August 29, 1809 – Oliver W. Holmes born

Their first American contact was with Captain Amos Stoddard in 1803 on the banks of the Des Moines River. He reports their population as 200 warriors and their families. They had recently been attacked by a smallpox epidemic and the nation was dealing with Sauk and Fox and Dakota intruders upon their lands. Ioway lands were being traversed by numerous Indian nations heading north and east to establish trade relations with English fur traders. Lewis and Clark mentioned their lands and said that they were at war with the Kansas Indians. Zebulon Pike’s map of 1805 puts one Ioway village on the Des Moines and one on the Iowa rivers. He gives the Ioways 300 warriors, 400 women and a population of about 1400 people. He also states that they own 250 firearms. The Ioway nation consumed about $10,000 worth of trade goods each year and produced about 300 packs of fur for the English traders.

It was felt at this time that the Ioways were inclined to war along with the Sauk against the Americans and arrangements were made to have a delegation of Ioways, along with other nations visit the “Great White Father” in Washington. They arrived in January of 1806 and had a long council with Thomas Jefferson. Also, in 1806 they received their first American Indian Agent, Nicolas Boilvin. Even with an American agent living close to them, the Ioways continued to trade with the English out of Prairie du Chiens.

In 1808, some Ioways were on the Wabash River in Indiana to listen to the words of the Shawnee Prophet, Tenskwatawa. At this time the Ioways appear to be in conflict with the Sauks and were suffering intrusions by the Dakota along the Des Moines River. There was general unrest amongst most of the tribes living west of the Mississippi River. Numerous traders were attacked, plundered and in some cases killed. The Ioways were blamed for at least two of these murders. Two of their men were arrested, tried and convicted in St. Louis. President Jefferson recommended the execution of only one. This caused much unrest amongst the Ioway nation. The convicted warriors eventually escaped.


At the same time the United States had a falling out with the Osage people and Governor Lewis declared an open hunting season for other nations upon the Osage. The Ioways appreciated this because they had been long time enemies of the Osage. The Ioways attacked the Osage for years after this.

Fort Madison was constructed in 1808 on the Mississippi River above the Des Moines. This was intended to bring an American influence among the Ioway and Sauk Nations. The Sauk planned to attack the fort but the 

garrison was warned by an Ioway warrior and the attack was aborted.

By 1811, the Ioways were intensely involved in lead mining, to the point that Agent Boilvin said that they only hunted now to eat, they made their money from the lead.

When war was declared in June of 1812 there was a nine Indian nation council held at the Rock River Sauk village. At this meeting, the Ioway stated that they wished no war with the Sauk and that they were satisfied with the Americans, but would do whatever the Sauks decided to do. The Ioways continued to attack the Osage especially in the area around Fort Osage, eventually driving the Osage away from that fort.

In 1813, there were rumors that some Ioways were at Green Bay eager to receive weapons and ammunition from the British. At this time there seems to have been a split among the Ioway people, some favored the English and some the Americans. The same was true among the Sauks. It may be that the Ioways on the Ioway River favored the British, while those on the Des Moines favored the Americans. The Osage people were given permission to attack any pro-British Indians but were told to leave the Ioway alone. Some Ioways asked for permission to attack the Sauk, the Ioway nation seems to have been in quite a state of turmoil. Some of the Ioways resettled on the Missouri River to get out of the way of the conflict. The Des Moines River Ioways seem to have become active at this time on the side of the British. Ioway warriors participated in the attack on the keelboats at the Rock River Rapids in 1814. They also participated in the attack on the village of Cote sans Dessain in Missouri. 14 Ioways and Sauks were killed here.

Governor Clark appointed Manuel Lisa as a sub-agent for the Missouri River tribes in 1814. He advised the Indian nations that traded along that river to attack the pro-British Ioways, Sauks, Foxes and Dakota. The Omahas attacked the Ioway, annihilated a party and presented their scalps to Lisa. The Poncas also promised to attack the Ioways. The Otos thought about it, but decided to put it off. The Ioways were being attacked from the south and the west and in their divided condition they had a hard time resisting these attacks.

In 1815 Lisa talked some of the Nakota and Lakota people into attacking the Ioway. A war party of 742 men and 92 women invaded the Ioway lands. They met a party of Ioways in June and killed 24 of the 26 members. The other two were delivered over to Lisa as prisoners. They then proceeded to destroy all the Ioway crops along the Chariton River. Unfortunately for these Ioways, they were the people who had declared their loyalty to the Americans.

The Ioways signed a peace treaty ending the war on September 16, 1815. Mutual forgiveness was granted and prisoners were to be returned on both sides.

After this time the Ioways began giving up their traditional lands in a series of treaties. They were no longer numerous enough to contest their lands with the Sauk and Dakota and found it advantageous to be rewarded for their lands from the American government. Gradually they gave up all their claims to land in Minnesota, Missouri and Iowa. They settled for a time in Nebraska, then in Kansas and eventually moved to Oklahoma, where they still reside.

The War of 1812 was the only time the Ioways made war on the Americans and in the long run it cost them not only some lives, but their lands and eventually their traditional way of life.
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The August Meeting

was cancelled.

See you Sept. 27!
YOUR WEDDING INVITATION

Eric Ferguson and Hellen Kriesel will be married at noon on Saturday, November 11 at the chapel at Murphy's Landing. All who wish to come are invited. The reception and dinner will be held immediately after at the Murphy's Landing town hall, which is right next to the chapel. The dinner will be potluck (which is how we get away with not limiting numbers of guests). Guests are asked to bring a dish to pass (and maybe some food to go in the dish). The bride and groom will be in historical costume. Historical costume is suggested for guests too but isn't required. We ask that gifts should be in the form of donations to the giver's preferred historic site or reenactment group.

RSVPs aren't required, but it would help to know in advance who's coming for the sake of planning, particularly in avoiding duplication in the potluck (40 bags of potato chips, otherwise known as bachelor cooking).

NEWSLETTER UPDATE

To our devoted readers, it is to my great mortification that I had to suspend the printing of the newsletter for a whole month. As many of you know, the reason is I have moved from Grand Avenue to Mendota Heights to care for the estate of my granduncle and aunt.  It is hoped that a resumption of the normal schedule will not be far in the offing. Please bear with me, and continue to send articles, because without you, I cannot put out a great publication without you. Please hurry; by the way, I do not have anything for the next newsletter. Send to:

587 Kirchner Avenue

Mendota Heights, 

Minnesota 55118-1836

651/457-4416

FORT MADISON

While on vacation, “Pilgrim” Rich Williams visited Ft. Madison and learned much. On September 9-10, 2000 the site will host a siege weekend with two daily battles. An unfortunate comedy of errors resulted in this news from reaching the UMB. It is hoped that some of our hardy men and buff laundresses will be able to attend, even on short notice. Roxanne and her staff have always treated us very kindly and it would be a great show of support to help them out. By the way, the next time you see Rich, ask him about the “Purple Passion” room in bawdy Hannibal, Mo.

PIKE COMMEMORATION

A few things have come to light recently concerning events upcoming for Lt. Pike’s expedition to the Upper Mississippi. The folks at the Morrison County Historical Society in Little Falls are hoping to put together a program for 2004. In that year St. Paul, St. Anthony and Galena will celebrate the 150 years since the completion of the railroad to Galena and former President Fillmore’s excursion to the Falls of St. Anthony via steamboat. MCHS wishes to extend the celebration further upstream, and those of us with Pike uniforms may be needed.

The DAR monument commemorating Pike’s 1805-1806 winter post at Little Falls now stands in the back yard of a fellow who owns a very large mastiff. The stone overlooks the original site, which is flooded by a modern dam. MCHS and I hope to put together some appropriate observance in the fall of 2005. MCHS may need some of us to add color at their museum if an encampment is not possible.

Want a uniform? Good! Both Tom Shaw and Steve Abolt are working on the details of this uniform. Tom has a pattern for the coat and source for the round hats. This could be a really cool celebration in a few years. 

In 1781, Richmond lay in flames. British forces had ransacked and looted the Virginia capital so thoroughly; even the Virginia legislature was driven from its chambers and forced into hiding. At the Williamsburg encampment of a small army led by a French nobleman fighting for American independence, an African-American appeared to volunteer for freedom. Then 33 years old and still an enslaved person, James Armistead sought an audience with a man 10 years his junior, the man General Washington had just appointed a Major General in the Continental Army, Gilbert du Motier the Marquis de Lafayette. 

Lafayette dispatched Armistead behind enemy lines to portray an escaped slave to the two British camps laying siege to Richmond. In one, he acted as guide and servant to the officers led by Benedict Arnold. Later, Armis​tead joined the main battle force that held Virginia in a death grip: King George the Third’s famed 33rd Regiment of Foot, the crack British regiment led by Lord Cornwallis. Waiting on the officers, Armistead eavesdropped on the Redcoats’ conversations and made mental notes of their discussions -- morale, gun place​ments and troop movements -- then passed the information to other black men in the camp. Ultimately, from one man’s lips to another man’s ear, the information reached Lafayette. 

Armistead won the confidence and trust of Cornwallis, so much so that the esteemed English military commander took him aside and asked him to spy for England. Armistead agreed and, penetrating enemy lines once again, he reported Cornwallis's proposition to Lafayette. The patriots hatched a plan of deceit. They falsified a document that spoke of a new contingent of replacement troops arriving in the area to fight for the American cause. Armistead returned to Cornwallis to share the rumpled document he said he found on the road while spying on Lafayette and his troops. The false information convinced Cornwallis that he faced a much larger force of Americans than he originally anticipated. He changed tactics -- only to lose arguably the most decisive battle in our War for Independence. After he surrender​ed to Lafayette, Cornwallis toured the French general’s encampment to learn an enslaved person and master spy tricked him when he saw his servant -- his spy -- wearing the uniform of the American patriot. 

Yorktown was the turning point in the war for American freedom, but one of its great-unsung heroes would wait years to win his personal freedom. 

In 1784, Lafayette praised his master spy: “His intelligences from the enemy's camp were industriously collected and most faithfully deliver’d. He properly acquitted himself with some important commissions I gave him and appears to me entitled to every reward his situation can admit of.” With his general’s letter in his hand, Armistead petitioned the Virginia Legislature to grant him freedom. 

Three long years later, when the legislature granted his wish, Armistead took the surname of Lafayette. It would be twenty-three more years before Virginia awarded James Armistead Lafayette the annual pension allowed whites who fought for the American cause during the war. 

While in America, Lafayette was troubled by the institution of slavery. He suggested to George Washington a plan to free American blacks. Later in Paris, Lafayette continued his advocacy of equal rights by founding The Society of the Friends of the Blacks. But Lafayette’s champi​oning of the abolitionist cause was a campaign as personal as it was public, prompted by a relationship between a young French general and an enslaved person who proved himself as that general’s master spy and, like the general, became a hero of American freedom: James Armistead Lafayette. 

Fauquier Historical Society 
Post Office Box 675 
Warrenton, Virginia 20188

UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events

September 9-10
Siege of Ft. Madison
Ft. Madison, Iowa

September 9-10
Battle of Put-In Bay
Lake Erie, Ohio

September 16-17
Fall Gathering at NWCo. Fur Post
Pine City, Minnesota

September 15-17
Salute to Lafayette, 1825 (timeline)
Warrenton, Virginia

September 16-17
First Siege 1813
Ft. Meigs, Ohio

September 27
BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings
Ft. Snelling

October 6-8
Mississinewa 1812
Marion, Indiana


Biggest War of 1812 shoot ‘em-up. Canvas-o-plenty.

October 13-15
Ft. Osage Militia Muster (NOTE ACTUAL DATE)
Sibley, Missouri


Lets get out & support Bennett and his company.

November 3-5
Fort Jackson & the Battle of Horseshoe Bend
Wetumpka, Alabama

November 11
Eric Ferguson-Helen Kriesel Wedding
Shakopee, Minnesota

January 5-7, 2001
Battle of New Orleans
Chalmette, Louisiana


No News on this one yet, as no one has heard from the site.

January 24
WINTER TALKS
?
February 28
WINTER TALKS & Brigade Nominations
?

March 28
WINTER TALKS & Brigade Elections
?

April 25
BRIGADE DRILL & MEETINGS first drill of the year!
Ft. Snelling, Minn.

May 26-27 (tentative)
Northwest Company and the War of 1812 (possible tactical)
Pine City, Minnesota

May 28
Ft. Snelling Veteran’s Timeline
Ft. Snelling, Minn.

Office of the Brigade Adjutant

Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Historic Fort Snelling

Fort Snelling History Center

Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111

Address Service Requested
THE MUDDUCK

The Midwest’s Finest 1812 Publication!

Lafayette's Master Spy
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