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The War of 1812 in Wisconsin


The Battle of Prairie du Chien: Historical Synopsis


by Michael Douglas





In the summer of 1814, the War of 1812 arrived in Prairie du Chien. It was a conflict that did not have support throughout the United States, that was laden with confusion as to its causes, and ended in uncertainty with reversion to the status quo prior to the declaration of war. Yet as a result of the war, the United States demonstrated to Europe it was a force with which to be reckoned. Also, the United States finally established military and economic control over all its territory. The Indians of the Great Lakes lost an ally and could be subjected to the authority of the Americans; the financial gains to be reaped from the fur trade and sale of lands in the Northwest Territory could fill the coffers of the United States.


The reasons the United States declared war against Great Britain in June 1812 are many and complicated, and often were intertwined. They included such issues as impressment, naval blockades by Britain, an embargo on British goods, seizure of ships and cargo, and renewal of Indian warfare on the western frontier. Perhaps the best cause for the declaration was that war with Great Britain presented an opportunity for the United States to advance its own interests. Military strategy defined where the interest lay. Forces were organized to take Canada—by gaining control of the Great Lakes, and to free the West of the Indian menace as fomented by the British. Prairie du Chien was to experience the effects of military strategy.


Prairie du Chien was a small community whose residents found employment in the fur trade. Composed of French-Canadians, many of mixed-blood descent, and British-Canadians, the residents were tied to the Canadian fur trade based in Montreal, which depended heavily on good relations with the Indian nations for its success. By the fall of 1812, the war was being felt in Prairie du Chien.


Though part of United States territory, Prairie du Chien was economically controlled by Great Britain. Canadian traders established trading houses on the prairie and actively engaged in the fur trade with the Indians of the upper Mississippi and its tributaries. In the fall, goods were transported from Montreal through the Great Lakes and the Fox-Wisconsin waterway to Prairie du Chien; the furs acquired during the winter making the return trip in the spring.


The declaration of was soon interfered with the trade. Though British forces captured Detroit and Mackinac in the early months of the war, the naval engagements along the Atlantic coast and in the Great Lakes hampered the transportation of goods from England to the trading regions of the west.


The Indians though, who were partners in the fur trade, had ceased gathering furs to fight against the Americans before the hostilities had been declared. The Battle of Tippecanoe in November 1811 opened a new round of              Continued to Page 30…











BRIGADE MINUTES


9 men for drill.


PAST EVENTS—Ft. Snelling went very well. The highlight being the famed Carolina Gun Crew. All time attendance record for Memorial Day at 1,987. Sibley House—an auspicious beginning for a new event. Very easy and laid back attendance, including a descendant of Olivier Faribault who lived in his cabin until she was 16. 


UPCOMING EVENTS—Prairie du Chien is July 14-16. John Fenner has been in contact to learn our numbers going down: Tom, Liz & Madison Shaw, Eric & Helen Ferguson, Tom Lawrence & Claire, Erik Olsrud, David Grabitske, Pat Bauer, Greg Campbell, Doug St. John, and James Lundgren. Siege Weekend at Old Ft. William—no new news. It will be from 9-6 both Sat. & Sun. It is also the same weekend as Grand Portage. Salute to Lafayette—an unexpected invitation see further info in this issue. Mississinewa—according to Dave Schmid the Feast of the Hunter’s Moon moved to Labor Day Weekend. Thus it will now have a consistent weekend in October. No official word on this from Martin Lake however. Ft. Osage—a few are going, more will be known later. New Orleans—a possibility of our being invited to occupy BOQs announced by John Dullum, USN.


CORRESPONDENCE—DESPATCH arrived and the progress of Harris Fort was noted.


Rich has determined what the addresses are for the complimentary issues. Taylor’s Coy. send to Abolt, Bennett, Harris, Douglas, Journal of the War of 1812, and Balza; Miss. Vols. should be sending to Carsted, Ft. Madison, Lake, Smith, Ship’s Company & one to be named later. Vols. will be sending complimentary issues from Jan.-July. 





CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING


Ferguson & Helen, Dullum, Claire & Lawrence, R. & J. Moline, R. & B. Williams. 


Treasury—not gotten from treasurer Doug St. John.


Property—a reminder to get MV property into the hands of those going to events.


Events—same as discussed in the Brigade.


Resolution to disband the Seventh.





CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING


Flemming, Grabitske, (Reidell), Shaw & Madison.


Officially welcome to our ranks Mr. Flemming. Much ado about clothing and equipment sources. Reidell passed along a source for hats.


Ed Reidell stopped in June 8, and says howdy to all.


New book available, Isaac Shelby. Copies ordered.


Possible that we will kit up as First Inf. M1803 coatee. Pike Bicentennery. 


Dues are due, make payable to Erik James Olsrud.





THIS MONTH IN THE WAR OF 1812 ERA


July 5, 1801 - Admiral David G. Farragut born


July 5, 1810 - P. T. Barnum born in Bethel, CT


July 7, 1802 - First comic book published in Boston by Robert Rusticoat, “The Wasp”.


July 9, 1808 - Samuel Parker patents a leather-splitting machine in Billerica, MA


July 11, 1804 - Hamilton/Burr duel in New Jersey


July 13, 1812 - First pawn shop in New York opened


July 17, 1744 - Vice-president Elbridge Gerry born (1813-1814, died in office)


July 17, 1762 - magnate John Jacob Astor born


July 26, 1796 - painter George Catlin born





warfare between the Great Lakes Indians and the constantly advancing American frontier. Winnebago, Potawatomi, Kickapoo, and Sauk Indians from Wisconsin and Illinois were the main force in the Battle of Tippecanoe.


When war was declared between the United States and Great Britain, the more militant anti-American Indians secured active cooperation and support from the British in their attempt to halt American settlers from the East. In return Menominee, Winnebago, Ojibwa, Dakota, Sauk, and Mesquakie traveled to the Detroit region to participate in the siege of the American forts. This participation in hostilities took the Indians away from the fur trade.


In the Mississippi valley, war parties were organized to attack the Americans at Fort Madison, the lead region, and the few Americans who resided at Prairie du Chien. Fearing for themselves, the residents of Prairie du Chien appealed to the British Government at Mackinac for protection and requested that assistance and ammunition be sent to them. In response, the Prairie du Chien Militia was organized was organized under the command of Captain Francis Michael Dease. These men were to protect the village from hostile Indians in search of food and to resist the American forces that Britain anticipated would come up the Mississippi river from St. Louis.


It was a situation laden with tension. Within the village lived supporters of the American cause and supporters of Great Britain. Both feared the roving bands of Indians who had neglected the fur trade and their fields and who were thus dependent on the traders for needed supplies. But because of the hostilities, goods were not plentiful and houses of the Americans were plundered.


In the summer of 1814 the United States decided to do something about the perceived British threat at Prairie du Chien and to secure the upper Mississippi for the United States. In June, American soldiers from St. Louis arrived at Prairie du Chien. Commandeering land, they erected a fort on a mound situated behind the village. The fort, named Fort Shelby, for Kentucky Governor Isaac Shelby, was garrisoned by 60 United States troops and their officers, with additional protection provided by the gunboat, Governor Clark, anchored in the Mississippi to the west of the fort. Upon the arrival of the United States troops, many of the residents, especially traders, left Prairie du Chien and traveled to Fort Michilimackinac asking the British commander for assistance.


�EMBED PBrush���Prairie du Chien’s American Fur Co. post, 1820s. Ft. Crawford, Shelby’s successor, is just left.


William McKay, a trader, was commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel and authorized to form and lead a military expedition to Prairie du Chien. Three prominent traders, Joseph Rolette, Thomas Anderson, and Pierre Grignon, were commissioned captains of companies of volunteers to be drawn from the ranks of voyageurs. One British regular was attached to the force. Sergeant James Keating, of the Royal Artillery, was to man the brass three-pound field cannon allocated to the expedition. A small company of Michigan Fencibles was placed under McKay’s authority. Robert Dickson, British Indian Agent, attached part of his Indian force to the expedition consisting of three bands of Dakota and about one hundred Winnebago with a few Mesquakie. To keep the Indians under control, officers of the Indian Department, including Michael Brisbois, Jr., of Prairie du Chien, accompanied the group. At Green Bay, Menominee and Ojibwa joined. By the time they reached the Mississippi river just below Prairie du Chien McKay estimated his force at 650 men. 


�
Roster of Captain Zachary Taylor’s Company


Seventh Regiment United States Infantry, June-July 1814


Peter Scanlan, Prairie du Chien, p226.


First Lieutenant Joseph Perkins, 24th U.S.I., commanding








The force arrived in Prairie du Chien on Sunday July 17. Positioning the companies around the prairie, about noon, terms of surrender were presented to Lieutenant Joseph Perkins, commander of United States troops in the fort. Upon refusal, fighting commenced with an attack on the gunboat. By late in the day, the Governor Clark was forced to cut her lines because of the accuracy of the three-pound gun. Drifting away from Prairie du Chien, Fort Shelby was left without provisions and ammunition.


The battle desultorily continued for two or more days with the Indians growing restless and McKay positioning his troops closer to the fort. Finally the British-Canadians decided to end the stalemate and began to prepare hot shot for the three-pounder to set the wooden fort afire. Confronted with diminishing ammunition, no provisions, a lack of water, and potential fire, the Americans presented a flag of truce. Terms of surrender were negotiated. The morning of July 20, Lt. Perkins and the troops marched out of the fort and laid down their arms. The men were paroled and arrangements were made to send the Americans back to St. Louis. It had been a bloodless affair but secured British control of the entire upper Mississippi valley. To insure the territory remained British, a fort was to be maintained in Prairie du Chien. Fort Shelby was invested with British forces from Mackinac and renamed Fort McKay.


The Battle of Prairie du Chien will be interpreted through battle scenarios presented each day during the War of 1812 in Wisconsin re-enactment. Each scenario will be narrated and will take visitors through a portion of the battle. Each scenario will feature advancing troops, musket fire and cannon fire. Through these scenarios visitors will gain insights into multiple issues, details, and events of the Battle of Prairie du Chien.





Sergeants


John McKenzie, 1st Sgt


Robert Morrison (24th)


James Kearns


Corporals


Henry Hopkins


Easton Nance


Edmund Hollanno


Musician


Lot Porter, Fifer


Privates


Ely Anderson


Greenberry Baker


Henry Barnhart


John Been


Peter Benman


William Bennet


David Bigger


David Brown


Henry Brumer


Edward Brunner


John Bryarly


Anthony W. Byard


Benjamin Corp


Booker Davis


James Doherty


James Davourez


Daniel Fink


John Gamblin


Samuel Gray


Ezekiel Gibs





Henry Hall


John Hall


John Hall


William Heres


William Howell


John Iford


Thomas M. Jefferson


James Johnson


James Kennedy


William Marsh


Thomas Marshall


John Martin


James McBride


Samuel McBride


Lewis McCarys


Thomas McClaine


Thomas Moore


James Murphy


John Page


Pleasant Philips


Henry Reese


Epram Richardson


James Robertson


John Runnalds


Harmon Seers


Gustavus Smith


Elisha Trader


Hugh Tranner


Elijah Tuel


Thurstan Vaughn





�
Journal Entry: Slaves & the War


A couple of interesting primary materials concerning slavery during the War of 1812 have recently come to my attention. The first is an advertisement for the return of a man belonging to Capt. John Lucas who commanded the St. Louis Volunteer Artillery. The second is a ‘transfer of title’ housed at the Minnesota Historical Society. Both offer insight to this fascinating area of interpretation. Enjoy!





50 DOLLARS REWAD.


Ranaway from the subscriber, on the 28th of March last past, a negro man named


SAM.


Five feet seven inches high, about 24 years of age, good features, sloop shoulders, very long fingers, large feet; his skin about his wrists, ears, arms, and legs very scaly and rough; has an intelligent countenance, is artful and plausible; he has on when he went away a big blanket capo without a cap, a pair of deerskin overalls, a flannel shirt and an old fur hat; he pronounces English well and speaks some French, it is probable that he will procure himself a forged passport as a free negro; he is the same fellow who about two years ago roamed for some months in the settlements of Turkey-hill and Rich-lands. The above reward will be paid on the delivery of the said negro to the subscriber at St. Louis, or on the delivery of the said negro in any jail in the Missouri or Illinois territory, so soon as the subscriber will take possession of the same.


JOHN B. C. LUCAS.


St. Louis, Mri. Ter.


April 1st , 1813.    Missouri Gazette





A piece of scratch paper, identified as a transfer of title, gives some value to daily work in the 1812-era. Though identified as a transfer of title, the scrap seems more like it was practiced upon with names and phrases written repetitively. What follows is a version without redundant names and phrases. It is in the MHS collection as CB 1811 Mar 1, ROP: TRANSFER OF TITLE.





Mar. 1, 1811


[On the back]


To 2 Days Chopping  $1.00


To 10 Day Moing 	7.50


To 8½ Days wreaping	6.37


                                $14.87


Mr. Lane pleased to let the Bearer John Wallace have _____ and you will. oblige your friend


For Value Received I sine all My Rite and title to Jacob Snider


John Rop





For value Received I here By sine all my write and title to Mr. George Chambers of a negro wench named Leanow the property of Adam Rop as Lien to prove we set our hands and seal this third day of December in the year of our Lord AD 1811


John Rop


MORE SYMPOSIUM TOPIC EXTRACTS


For the fourth consecutive year the Mudduck is pleased to report the proceedings of the annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium, this year being held in Arrow Rock, Missouri, on March 25-26. The topic extracts herein are reconstructed from notes hastily made by the Adjutant. Thus while the spirit and ideas belong wholly to the undersigned authors, the mistakes in spelling and what I thought I heard are entirely mine.


THE SAUK AND FOX INDIANS IN THE WAR OF 1812


by Mike Dickey


The Sauk & Fox were the principal threat to whites in Missouri during the War of 1812. They were a pair of Algonquan tribes, the Alsakawakie and the Mesquakie, who lived along the western portions of Lake Michigan. The Foxes defied the French, who nearly exterminated them. The Foxes then sought refuge with their neighbors, the Sauk. There was no love lost for the French, and as a result the Sauk & Fox allied themselves with the British in 1730. The remained so allied through the American Revolution and into the War of 1812. They built their principal town, Saukenuk, near the Rock Rapids on the Mississippi in Illinois. In the 1790s the Sauk & Fox destroyed the Missouris, and hunted on the Great Plains. They preferred hit and run tactics. From 1700, the Osage knew them as the “Hard-to-Kill People.” After Pontiac’s War, they entered into a formal alliance with Great Britain, against white expansion into trans-Appalachia. They were the strategic center in the Mississippi valley, with some 1500 warriors.


During the Revolution, Col. J. Montgomery burns Saukenuk in 1780. Secretary of War Henry Dearborn directed William Henry Harrison to treat with them for land in 1803 and 1804. The Sauk and Fox are regarded as public enemy #1. Since the Osage have trouble with them, the Osage ally themselves with the United States. The Sauk and Fox see this, and believe the U.S. entered into this alliance because Americans feared the Osage. Therefore, it made sense that if they wanted to get lots of goods, they ought to terrorize white settlers. Harrison retaliated by jailing a warrior until the desired treaty is signed. But even after signing, Harrison keeps the man on account of the depredations. The treaty, however, has a flaw which causes major problems. Article 7 stipulates that the Sauk and Fox may remain on the land until it is sold; by whom it did not say. Could they stay until settlers arrived, or until the Senate approved the treaty? To remove them in 1805, Manny’s detachment went to Saukenuk, but hesitate to enter as the inhabitants are drunk and in an ugly mood. Lt. Zebulon M. Pike and his expedition of regular soldiers arrived at an opportune time, and help extricate Manny. 


Nicholas Boilvin, Indian Agent, was then sent to Saukenuk. Though he was very good, it was too little, too late. The Sauk and Fox send a delegation to Prophetstown. In September 1808, Ft. Madison is begun above the Des Moines River Rapids, upsetting them. While the fort was under construction, the soldiers were obliged to sleep on their arms, until 1809. Black Hawk attempted to take Ft. Madison by ruse, his men danced in front of the gate hoping to be admitted. When the gates did open, the merry dancers were staring down the throat of a canister-laden cannon, and a man with a lighted match at the ready. In disappointment they retired from the fort. The Sauk and Fox noticed a difference in the generosity of the Americans and British, which drew them closer to the latter. Another irritant were lead miners. Julien Dubuque had a permit for lead mining from the Spanish government prior to the Louisiana �
Purchase. The U.S. inherited it and refused his rights. Nicholas Boilvin then took 60 other miners up the Mississippi, but they were refused entry. 





A  RESEARCH  PUZZLE, or “Joseph, Where Are You?”





A number of years ago, as I was researching the events at Prairie du Chien in 1814 (see last month’s Mudduck), I came across an interesting piece of information about Lt. Joseph Perkins. In Louise Phelps Kellogg’s The British Regime in Wisconsin and the Northwest a footnote stated the following:


	“Perkins enlisted in 1812, was commissioned second lieutenant; he retired from the army in 1815 to enter the fur trade and was in 1819 a member of the Missouri Fur Company.” (page 319)





I have been able to find corroborating evidence for all of Perkins’ military details, but was never able to find out anything about his involvement in the fur trade, until now.


While reviewing the book Competitive Struggle: America’s Western Fur Trading Posts, 1764-1865, I found the following:


	In November 1819, Joseph Perkins and John Zenoni built a fur post near the confluence of the Nishnabotna and Missouri Rivers for the Missouri Fur Company. They constructed their post close to a Berthold & Chouteau establishment, and failed within three months. (It seems that Perkins never did have luck with forts of any kind). The post was in northwestern Missouri near the Missouri-Kansas-Nebraska border. This Missouri Fur Company was Manuel Lisa’s latest attempt to compete with the American Fur Company and the Chouteau Family.





While it appears likely that Joseph Perkins at the Nishnabotna post and Fort Shelby are the same man, it would be nice to have further proof of this. The author of Competitive Struggle found the information in Richard Edward Oglesby’s Manuel Lisa and the Opening of the Missouri Fur Trade. Unfortunately I have been unable to find a copy of this book in the Pacific Northwest. Does anyone know more about the Missouri Fur Company clerks? Could these Perkinses be the same man? If so, what was Perkins doing between 1815 and 1819? What became of him after the failure of the Nishnabotna post? I have yet to find him again in any other fur trade histories.


Edward L. Reidell


4107 Maple Street, Vancouver, WA 98660


360/695-6575; anged@pacifer.com





November 7, 1811. The Battle of Tippe�canoe essentially ended all hope of peace on the frontier. John Johnson, writing January 7, 1812, expected an Indian attack on St. Louis at any time. The Sauk and Fox did strike the St. Charles district. Fortunately for the United States, a question of loyalty arose among them, as a faction did favor peace with the Americans. William Clark hoping to instill a sense of neutrality escorted a delegation to Washington. While on the way that summer, the party learned of the declaration of war. When they arrived in Washington, President James Madison made a big deal over them. Meanwhile, that fall of 1812, Black Hawk led a hunting party to the Ft. Madison area, but were refused any credit from the American Factory. 


The British arrived at Saukenuk at this opportune time, issuing much-needed goods on credit. Robert Dickson gave Black Hawk a medal and a Union Jack. He persuaded them to send men to Detroit, but the city was captured before they arrived. Thus, they vent their desire to attack Americans on Ft. Madi�son in early 1813. The federal government, having enough to do in the east, neglected the west. Whites built fortified gunboats and family stockades to protect themselves. In April, in an attempt to keep the Sauk and Fox from solidifying behind the British, the government convinced the neutrals to remove to the Missouri river. To prove their allegiance the neutrals offer to attack the British, but are refused. The Fox remain neutral, but Dickson rallies the Sauk. On May 1, they are a part of the attack on Ft. Meigs by Henry Procter. Black Hawk was late for the destruction of Col. Dudley’s force, and was disappointed. During the 1813 campaign for Ohio, Black Hawk and Tecumseh become close. He was present when Ft. Stephenson was attacked and became insulted when Procter blamed the Indians for the failure of taking it. Black Hawk left the British. During the siege of Ft. Madison, Sturgeon’s Head lanced four careless rangers to death.


Capt. Nathan Boone was on a reconnais�sance mission in the area of Saukenuk, and the Sauk felt this meant an attack soon. Keokuk, a young man who had never killed anyone in battle and therefore without stand�ing before the village council, requested permission to address the assembly. It was granted. He made an amazing speech which rallied his people, and ultimately they drove off Boone and his rangers. When Black Hawk returned he was surprised to find Keokuk with so much standing, all things considered. A rivalry ensues between, and when the offer to neutral Sauk and Fox was made at Portage des Sioux, Keokuk led 1500 old men and women and children to Mis�souri. Belligerent family members visit them in Missouri and raise a Union Jack. When John Johnson was told of it, he was also informed it would come down for an appropriate amount of whiskey. At this point the Sauk and Fox burn two blockhouses in the Arrow Rock and Boonslick area. To protect his northern frontier, and recapture fur business for St. Louis, Gov. William Clark took advantage of one of General Benj. Howard’s frequent absences to order the construction of a fort at the confluence of the Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers. Clark led the expedition which reached Prairie du Chien on June 2, 1814, and then left the project in the hands of Lt. Joseph Perkins. The installation, Ft. Shelby, was captured on July 19. Initial reports held the terrifying and novel ‘fact’ that it was carried by the Indians without British assistance. Meanwhile reinforcements under the command of Major Zachary Taylor were already at the Rock River rapids on July 20. A sudden gale dispersed the eight boat flotilla the next day, and after the defeat at Campbell’s Island, the American forces decide to retreat. They survived a two-mile gauntlet which only served to bolster Sauk ego. Taylor then built Ft. Johnson on the Des Moines. When Howard learned of the Upper Mississippi mission, he was enraged. The Sauk lost all faith in the U.S.


In April 1815, British commandant Capt. Andrew H. Bulger told the Indians at Prairie du Chien that war was still being waged. On May 10, the truth arrived, but it was too late to recall the war parties from frontier Illinois and Missouri. That day Bulger read the provisions of the treaty to 800 angry Indians returning them to U.S. domination.


Governors William Clark (Missouri) and Ninian Edwards (Illinois), and Pierre Chouteau constituted the U.S. peace commission sent to end the war in the west. The emissary sent to Saukenuk to invite the Sauk and Fox to Portage des Sioux was scalped. The Battle of the Sinkhole occurred at this time. The Missouri bands of the Sauk and Fox reconfirm the 1804 treaty ceding much of Illinois to the U.S. When the Illinois bands finally arrive at Portage des Sioux in May 1816, they were forced to reaffirm the 1804 treaty. The two bands to this day remain separated. Keokuk became a great friend of the U.S. Keokuk, however, was viewed by settlers as unreliable in view of his rallying Saukenuk to defeat Boone. Black Hawk left the Portage believing the 1804 treaty illegal, and eventually led his followers in the 1830s Black Hawk War.





SUPPLY IN THE WEST:  THE LEMONADE SYSTEM


by Capt. Paul Rosewitz


At the end of the Revolutionary War, America had an efficient and strong system of supply, but by 1783 the Continental Army was dispersed. The government scrapped a central supply system since the country was to rely on a militia system. Congress was slow to authorize subsistence for what few regulars they retained. William C. C. Claiborne, Louisiana’s Governor, coined army supply as “The Lemonade System.” With the war on, Congress reinstituted the Militia Act of 1794. During the preceding period, 1783-1812 responsibility for supply vacillated between the War and Treasury Departments. Secretary of War William Eustis lacked the ability to supply the armed forces, and he lack a staff to carry out any order he might have issued. He often dealt directly with commanders on a division level, and sometimes even lower. Ration supplies were usually provided by civilian contractors. The Purveyor General’s office was constituted to provide individual equipment such as muskets, clothing, etc. The Quartermaster Department handled aggregate supplies such as ox teams, wagons, and forage. Responsibility for providing for various formations followed them across district lines, which to some extent complicated things. No provision, however, was legislated for providing for troops outside the U.S.


In Missouri, which was in the Third District, a 30 to 60 day notice was required for rations. Much of the time provisions were purchased at local markets at greatly inflated prices. The Purchasing Department then replaced the Purveyor General, but Quartermaster was still responsible for transportation. 


In 1813, the old districts were reorganized from 15 into 9, and Missouri became part of the Seventh District. The Superintendent of Military Stores at Philadelphia was still the originator of all military equipment. Raw materials were sent to Philadelphia, packaged off to contractors, who returned the finished product before it could be sent to troops in the field. Yard goods were in short supply in 1813. 26% of all yard goods were foreign made, some of which was smuggled into the country. Soldiers frequently lost accouterments, and as no one kept return forms new ones were continuously forwarded to the troops. The Hospital Department issued medical supplies. The Surgeon General was responsible for purchasing medicines. He sent them from Albany, New York, to Philadelphia for repackaging before they were sent on to the army. In 1812, the Departments of Ordnance and Commissary of Subsistence were organized. Initially Subsistence had 4 deputies, but by 1815 there were 9. They were responsible to look after repair and quality. Arsenals were somewhat independent. Women and Children were hired to make ammunition since they were cheaper to hire, and did better work. 


In Missouri, October 8, 1808, Artillery Captain James House received fresh vegetables and winter issue. Ft. Madison in 1809 was unable to get Quartermaster oxen, therefore they were forced to hire a team. In May 1809 the army allowed two rations of fresh meat per week. Regulations also controlled the sutlers and consumption of alcohol without permission. On June 6, 1812, contractors with fresh cattle for Ft. Madison refuse to go there without protection. A letter to Lt. Thomas Hamilton reported that clothing for Cross’s Company will be sent soon. Daniel Bissell reported in a letter, August 7, 1812, to Eli B. Clemson he regretted the dire lack of provision. Bissell also wrote William Morrison, Esq., a contractor, requesting on-hand supplies. Benjamin Howard wrote Bissell, September 12, 1812, saying a good amount of provision was on hand. Lt. Thomas Ramsey in October 1812, requested shoes for his men, but could not get them. There are numerous examples of the destitution of troops at Forts Osage and Mason. Missouri and Illinois were in much want. They possessed a lot of lead for shot, but very little gunpowder. In 1813, Ft. Mason ran out of flour and Osage was very short on supplies. Finally when supplies do arrive in 1813, most are either damaged or missing.


WASHING  DAY


From the “Old” Farmer’s Almanack, 1813. Though perhaps not the greatest poetry from the era, it does reveal certain attitudes and respect for laundry duty.—ed. 





Hey! what’s the bustle? what’s the stir?


The cat is kick’d—whipp’d is the cur;


Women scold, and laugh, and sing,


And scandal stretches wide her wing.


One must not look or one word say,


And all because ‘tis WASHING DAY.





How comfortless and lost to glee,


While Delia too is lost to me—


Lost to me, while in the tub


See her dip, and see her rub;


Ah! that one so good and fair,


Should the task so arduous share!


Muse, behold the charming maid,


Not of soap, or suds afraid;


But this you must not even say,


For this is busy WASHING DAY.





Bring the dram, and warm the beer,


Give the washer-women good cheer;


Bring bread & cheese, & then the tea


And liquors of gratuity.


Betty hangs the clothes to dry,


bandage o’er the head and eye.


What ails Betty? Why her tooth


Tells she does not love with truth,


But even truth, we must not say,


For this is surely WASHING DAY.





But lo! it rains—go strip the line:


Clouded Sol forget to shine,


Never were such dismal gleams,


Women scold like scalded fiends:


Above, below, and all around,


Peace is nowhere to be found,


Sooner I a shirt would lack,


Sooner wear one e’er so black,


Than doom’d, when in much array,


to undergo one WASHING DAY.





In my humble hut at case


Grant, that I be not so teas’d,


Grant my mind a little rest,


And let my enemies, oppress’d,


Content with thunder, wind and waves,


Where tempests howl, and ocean raves!


No! might revenge chastisement deal,


O! let them all feel all that I feel,


Where I in a corner could stay


Conceal’d, afraid a word to say—


Sad victim of a WASHING DAY.











�
SALUTE  TO  LAFAYETTE


�
May 30, 2000 


Dear Friends: 


This fall, the Fauquier Historical Society will honor one of the most distinguished leaders of the American Revolution - the Marquis de Lafayette, a French nobleman who came to the colonies at age 19 and fought shoulder-to-shoulder with American patriots struggling for liberty. At the crucial Battle of Yorktown, he helped achieve the victory that led to American independence. 


In 1824, General Lafayette returned to the United States to visit a grateful nation he had helped shape. He was given a hero's welcome that sparked a wave of patriotic fervor. Lafayette concluded his American tour here - in Warrenton, Virginia, in 1825, where over 5000 citizens greeted him. The Fauquier Historical Society will faithfully recreate this triumphant visit in a 175th anniversary celebration on September 15, 16 and 17, 2000. We invite your participation and support of this Salute to Lafayette. 


Fauquier resident and NBC Today Show personality Willard Scott will serve as Master of Ceremonies. The French Embassy will be represented. The purpose of the celebration is to instill the ideals for which the American Revolution was fought, to foster a greater awareness of local history, to generate community pride and to reinforce ties between the United States and France. A major objective is involvement of our youth through a permanent educational program in Fauquier schools, now underway. A fascinating exhibition of Lafayette memorabilia, some belonging to County residents, will be on display. 


Funds are needed to advance the educational program, recreate the parade of welcoming citizens, provide the hospitality and the ball arranged in Lafayette's honor. Needless to say, we would be extremely grateful for your financial support to ensure the success of this momentous event in the life of Fauquier County, and its lasting educational benefits. 


Please take a moment to review the enclosed brochure on Salute to Lafayette, complete the form and return it with your contribution. 


The American colonies depended upon Lafayette. We hope that Lafayette can count on you. 


Sincerely, 


Richard Gookin, Chairman 








The first time I heard the name of America uttered, I loved it. As soon as I discovered that it was fighting for its freedom, I burned with the longing to shed my blood for it; for me the days when I could serve it will be the happiest of my life in all times and in all places.


-- The Marquis de Lafayette 


A History, from their Web Site


LETTER TO THE EDITOR


I would like to take this opportunity to invite the 7th U. S. Infantry and the Mississippi Volunteers to participate in the Salute to Lafayette to be held in Warrenton, Virginia on September 16, 2000. The Salute to Lafayette is a celebration of the 175th anniversary of the Marquis de Lafayette’s visit to Warrenton in 1825. In recognition of Lafayette’s contribution to the creation of the United States, the Salute to Lafayette will include exhibitions of memorabilia from museums and private collections, historic interpretations and a parade. 


The parade will include two segments: historic and modern. The first will include participants in dress from the revolutionary period to approximately 1825 in order to represent Lafayette’s influence on the Revolution and continuing to the time of his visit to Warrenton in 1825. The second segment will include modern day military and veteran representatives.


 It is my understanding from reviewing your web site that the 7th U. S. Infantry would be a perfect addition to the Salute to Lafayette as an exemplary example of the 1812 through 1820s period. Please let me know at your earliest convenience what I can do to ensure your participation in our unique event. I am available by our email at pmeagher@ci.warrenton.va.us or by telephone at (540) 347-6574.





Sincerely,


Patti Meagher


Director of Economic Development


Warrenton, Virginia





Attracted by the lure of American freedom, Lafayette sailed to America at age 19 to help the colonists fight the British in our War of Independence. George Washington befriended the young officer beginning their lifelong relationship. With his own funds, Lafayette sustained the body and spirit of American forces at Valley Forge by providing food, clothing and arms. Returning to France he pleaded for official support granted in 1780 by Louis XVI. Lafayette came back to America with money, troops and ships. The French fleet blockaded Chesapeake Bay, prevent�ing the arrival of British reinforce�ments. Then in his twenties, Lafayette, as a Major General under Washington, led American troops in a decisive, war-turning victory at the Battle of Yorktown. 


Eager to demonstrate the gratitude of a new nation, the U.S. Congress had proclaimed Lafayette an Honorary Citizen of the United States and in 1824 invited him to tour the nation he helped shape. Lafayette’s 1824-1825 grand tour of America -- then 24 states strong -- was marked by an unprecedented wave of patriotic fervor. Hundreds of towns and villages welcomed the French nobleman who would live on in history as a true American hero. 


The Marquis de Lafayette’s last stop on his tour in 1825 of the United States was Warrenton, Virginia. On the 175th anniversary of his triumphant return and his visit to our town, we honor Gilbert du Motier, better known as THE MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 


In the rendering of the masterpiece that is American freedom, there were many leaders. Help us remember one of those leaders, help us celebrate freedom, and add your contribution to Lafayette’s vision and our celebration. 








�
UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events


July 14-16	BATTLE OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN	Prairie du Chien, WI


	John Fenner is the military coordinator


July 26	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling


August 5-6	Mackinaw Island 1812 encampment event	Michigan


August 11-13	Fort Erie, Canada	Canada


	Bennett & Company are going. & Capt. Lucas’ Company as well.


August 19-20	War of 1812 in the Miami Valley (Johnston Farm)	Piqua, Ohio


August 19-20	Battle of Brownstown, (Capt. Snelling has a leading role here)	Brownstown, Mich.


August 23	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling


September 9-10	Battle of Put-In Bay	Lake Erie, Ohio


September 15-17	Salute to Lafayette, 1825 (timeline)	Warrenton, Virginia


September 16-17	First Siege 1813	Ft. Meigs, Ohio


September 27	BRIGADE DRILL & Company Meetings	Ft. Snelling


October 6-8	Mississinewa 1812	Marion, Indiana


	Biggest War of 1812 shoot ‘em-up. Canvas-o-plenty.


October 20-22	Ft. Osage Militia Muster	Sibley, Missouri


	Lets get out & support Bennett and his company.


November 3-5	Fort Jackson & the Battle of Horseshoe Bend	Wetumpka, Alabama


January 5-7, 2001	Battle of New Orleans	Chalmette, Louisiana


January 24	WINTER TALKS	?


February 28	WINTER TALKS & Brigade Nominations	?


March 28	WINTER TALKS & Brigade Elections	?


April 25	BRIGADE DRILL & MEETINGS first drill of the year!	Ft. Snelling, Minn.


May 26-27 (tentative)	Northwest Company and the War of 1812 (possible tactical)	Pine City, Minnesota








Office of the Brigade Adjutant


Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Historic Fort Snelling


Fort Snelling History Center


Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111





Address Service Requested












































THE MUDDUCK


The Midwest’s Finest 1812 Publication!
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