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NEXT MEETING

January 24

BLACK WALNUT HILL

6:00 p.m.

587 Kirchner Ave.

Mendota Heights, Minnesota 



Pot luck & Winter Talk & Nawlins Review



The Mudduck�EMBED PBrush���

The Midwest’s Finest War of 1812 Publication



UMB Sponsors Award

The Mississippi Volunteers and Captain Taylor's Coy., the Upper Mississippi Brigade (UMB), are pleased to announce the Ray Allard Award, a fitting memorial to a man who did much for the 1812 and other reenacting educational efforts in Minnesota. As a member of the UMB, please consider giving generously some of your time to Minnesota History Day as a Judge, not only in our topical prize competition, but also as a judge in regional events.

The text has been approved by History Day Minnesota as a topical prize award. They will need a delegation of us to decide the prizes on Saturday May 5, 2001, from 8:30 AM until 2 PM at the University of Minnesota. Mark your calendars. The staff at History Day is genuinely excited about our award as it fills a broad gap in their topical prize catalog, and is ever so important in this year's theme: “Frontiers in History.” We will need a brief, but meaningful biography of Ray for the prize recipients. Rich Williams has agreed to write it, but will welcome any personal memories of Ray that need to be included. Here is the text:



THE RAY ALLARD AWARD

(EARLY NATIONAL AMERICAN HISTORY IN TRANS-APPALACHIA)

Upper Mississippi Brigade, Saint Paul, MN 



In conjunction with the National History Day competition, the Upper Mississippi Brigade, an organization committed to the collecting and interpreting of stories in the United States from 1790-1828, is sponsoring a prize (a memorial for founding member Ray Allard) for the outstanding related entries in the Junior and Senior Divisions, one $50 prize in each division.  In 1790 the federal government began a concerted effort to control and settle the Trans-Appalachian West, sending exploratory and military missions to clear the way for American immigrants. Official federal policy remained the same until 1828, when Andrew Jackson became President. Eligible projects should fall into this Early Republic period of United States history. Examples of projects include: the Indian victory of Kekionga (usually known as St. Clair's Defeat); the lives of Blue Jacket, Little Turtle, or Tecumseh; The War of 1812 in the West; prairies and the change in environment; Zebulon Pike's mission of exploration to the Upper Mississippi in 1805; the fur trade and inland water travel; the building of Ft. Snelling 1820-1825; Lydia Bacon, Charlotte O. C. Van Cleve, and many, many more. Judges will favor well-done and less-well-known topics.





�ALEXANDER   MACOMB

by Charles J. Peterson



�In the struggle for Independence the west was a wilderness, and consequently could furnish no heroes for the war. But since that period, it has supplied, perhaps, more soldiers and Generals than any other section. Alexander Macomb was the first military commander born in the west who rose to distinction. His birth occurred at Detroit, in the present state of Michigan, on the 3d of April, 1782. While still a child, however, the family removed to New York, and young Macomb was placed at a celebrated school in Newark, N. J., to be educated. Here he remained several years.

In 1798, the difficulties with France became so serious as to threaten hostilities, and preparations were made actively throughout the Union for a war with that republic. Among others, young Macomb tendered his sword to his country, and was enrolled in a company called the “New York Rangers,” whose services had been offered and accepted by the President. The ambition of the young volunteer soon aspired to a commission in the regular army, and, in 1799, he succeeded in obtaining the appointment of a Cornet. The difficulties between the United States and France being amicably adjusted, most of those who enlisted for the war, retired to more peaceful avocations. Macomb, however, had a strong military bent, and was eager to continue in the service. Accordingly, on the subsequent formation of a corps of engineers, he was appointed to a lieutenancy in it, and stationed, for a time, at West Point. In 1805, he rose to the rank of Captain, and in 1808, to that of Major. During all this time he remained in the engineers. When, however, the war of 1812 broke out, he asked to be transferred to the artillery, because there would be little opportunity of distinguishing himself in his old corps. He had, during his comparatively long service earned a reputation of substantial merit, and, in consequence, his request was granted. He was appointed a Colonel, and given command of the third regiment. This regiment had yet to be raised, but the ranks were not long in filling up; for in November, 1812, Macomb was able to join the army on the northern frontier, with his new command. Here he distinguished himself at Niagara and Fort George. In January, 1814, he was raised to the rank of Brigadier. The charge of the country bordering on Lake Champlain, was now entrusted to him, and it was here that he won the battle of Plattsburgh, one of the most gallant victories of the war.

The summer of 1814 was a gloomy one for the United States. The war in Europe had just been brought to a close by the abdication of Napoleon, and the British veterans, thus disengaged, were sent, at once, across the Atlantic. During the month of July, transports continually arrived in the St. Lawrence, crowded with the troops of Wellington. By the first of August, fifteen thousand men had been added to the British disposal force in the Canadas. Nor were these reinforcements composed of ordinary soldiers. On the contrary, they were culled from the flower of the English army—from the conquerors of Badajoz, San Sebastian, and Bayonne. The battles of Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane assisted, in a measure, to remove the public despondency, by proving that, against equal numbers, our regular troops, when ably commanded, had little to fear. But the peril consisted in the overwhelming forces of the enemy. Not a week passed in the month of August, which did not bring more transports from Europe, with fresh additions of veteran soldiers to increase the already overflowing army in the Canadas. After numerous additions had been made to the force on the Niagara, there remained fourteen thousand men on the lower St. Lawrence; and these, organized under Sir George Prevost, were destined, it was secretly whispered, to move down Lake Champlain, seize the line of the Hudson, and cutting off New England from the rest of the confederation, finish by capturing the city of New York.

When this bold design became first known to the Americans, they had no army on Champlain competent for resistance, for General Izard had just marched towards Niagara with all his disposable strength, in order to relieve Fort Erie. Macomb, who now found himself the senior officer, had no organized battalions, if we except four companies of the sixth regiment. The remainder of his force, which amounted to only about fifteen hundred effective men, was composed of convalescents and recruits of the new regiments. His works were weak; the stores were in confusion; the ordinance out of order; and, in short, everything in the worst possible condition to face an active, enterprising and veteran foe. Everyday intelligence was brought in that the enemy approached nearer. His proclamations soon revealed that his design was to attack Plattsburgh. At this the inhabitants fled in alarm. Macomb was quickly left with no assistance beyond his regulars, except what was derived from a few men and boys, who, ashamed to desert their homes like others, formed themselves into a company, received rifles, and went zealously to work.

But the emergency found the American General with a mind equal to its demands. A different spirit pervaded him from that which had led to the disgrace under Hull and Wilkinson. In 1813, perhaps, the Americans would have abandoned Plattsburgh without a blow; but a new race of men had risen to be leaders, and the people, who always catch more or less the feelings of their Generals, were now as confident as they would then have been desponding. Macomb did all he could to increase that confidence. He reminded his men of what their fellow-soldiers had achieved  at Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane; and assured them, that if possessed of a like resolution, they could as nobly sustain the honor of their flag. He divided his little force into detachments, and assigned them stations near the several forts, declaring, in his general orders, that each detachment was the garrison of its own work, and must rely entirely on itself. He lost no time in rallying the country people to his assistance. He urged General Mooers, of the militia, to make a levy en masse. When the troops began to come in, he sent them forward to break up the roads and destroy the bridges. In a word, the same system which had been tried with such success to defeat Burgoyne, was now vigorously applied to check the advance of Prevost. Yet, for a while, every effort to arrest the progress of the British proved abortive. The detachments sent out to meet the van of the enemy, fell back in confusion. With the proud step of assured conquerors, the English advanced on Plattsburgh, and on the 6th of September, made their appearance before that place, driving in impetuously, the parties of militia that attempted to skirmish on their front. Even a body of riflemen that met the enemy debouching from a wood, failed to arrest him. A battery of field pieces, that next opened on him, had no better success. Undaunted, those scarred and sun-burnt veterans, the heroes of a hundred conflicts on the hills of Spain, pressed shouting on, never deploying in their whole march, but advancing vauntingly in column.

The village of Plattsburgh is situated on the north-west side of a stream called the Saranac, which, at no great distance, empties into Lake Champlain. The American works were placed on the other side of the river, opposite the town. Consequently, when the enemy had driven in the skirmishing parties of our little army, no resource remained but to abandon the village and retreat to the shelter of the works. In order to cover this movement, the field-pieces were hurried across the bridge, and hastily thrown into battery, when a furious and incessant fire was opened on the advancing masses of the British. The troops, as they retired, moreover, kept up a running discharge of volleys on the foe. By this means every corps succeeded in effecting its escape. The enemy maintained the pursuit, however, with the utmost gallantry, and, on reaching the bridge, threw parties of sharp-shooters into the neighboring houses, from the windows and balconies of which a continual fire was kept up on the Americans. Several desperate but unavailing attempts were made by the enemy to drive the guards from the bridge. The Americans, annoyed by the sharp-shooters, now opened with hot shot on the houses where these men had stationed themselves. Soon the fiery missives took effect. Speedily several dwellings were in a blaze. Driven from their foothold here, the British fell back. Thus the afternoon wore away. As the dusk began to fall, the Americans retiring wholly across the bridge, tore up its planks, and formed breastworks with them. Night settled down, but the battle raged. The roar of artillery, the rattle of musketry, the whistling of the balls, and the occasional cheers of the combatants, rose up in awful discord, while the lurid appearance of the hot shot, and the conflagration lit up the sky when some fresh house took fire, added to the horrors of the scene. At last, the British drew off, and abandoned all attempts to force a passage. Not only at the main bridge, but at one higher up, defended by militia, the foe had been repulsed, with heavy loss.

When morning dawned, it was discovered that the enemy were throwing up intrenchments, and the spies soon brought in intelligence of the approach of his battering train. There was no fear, consequently, of an assault that day. Macomb employed the respite in sending off new couriers to raise the neighboring country-people. To his troops he spoke in grateful terms for the bravery they had shown, with the exception of some of the militia, on the preceding day, and on these latter, he said he was assured he should, on the next occasion, have nothing but praises to bestow. The volunteers from New York and Vermont, as well as the regular drafts of militia, came pouring into the camp. Macomb immediately disposed them along the shores of the Saranac. Continual skirmishes occurred for the next four days, and more than once the British resumed their attempts to cross the bridges. As he had expected, Macomb now found the militia behaving with the utmost spirit. Every day increased their confidence in themselves, while it diminished their dread of the enemy. The American General, as soon as his reinforcements would permit, despatched a strong body in the rear of the British army, with orders to harass it day and night. Meantime, the regulars were kept assiduously at work on the intrenchments. The final trial of strength Macomb knew could not be far distant, for the enemy’s fleet was hourly advancing, and every moment a naval engagement might be expected, which would, necessarily, lead to an attack on land.

The expected battle occurred on the 11th. Early on the morning of that day, the British squadron appeared in sight, and about nine o’clock, anchored within three hundred yards of the American fleet under McDonough, and commenced a brisk cannonade. Simultaneously, the batteries of the enemy opened against Macomb’s defences. The anxious eyes of his army were now called away from the naval contest, to watch the demonstrations of their more immediate enemy on land. Three several times the British attempted to carry the American works. On the first occasion the assault was made at the village bridge, where it was promptly repulsed by the regulars. Amid a tempest of balls and bombs, the soldiers of the enemy were seen rushing to the attack, bearing innumerable scaling ladders, and cheering as they came on. But, unappalled by the spectacle, the regulars stood firm, and delivered such well-aimed volleys, that the storming party fell back. A second attempt, made at the upper bridge, was also repulsed. The enemy now turned his attention to a ford, about three miles from the works, hoping to find it unguarded, but here the militia lined the wooded shore of the stream, and under the cover of the trees, poured in a destructive fire. Nevertheless, one company of the English army, stung with shame at thus being held in check by this irregular force, and after the most desperate efforts, succeeded in crossing the stream. But the rest of their companions failing to follow, they were killed or taken prisoners, to a man.

Throughout the whole day, the British maintained their cannonade on the American works. From nine o’clock until sunset, a continual roar of artillery, intermingled with sharper reports of musketry, stunned the ears, and shook the solid ramparts. Round shot bounded around the works, rockets �hissed through the sky, and bombs tore up the ground where the American stood; while, for part of the day, the sounds of the naval conflict boomed louder and louder across the water. At one point of the battle, it was thought that McDonough had surrendered. But when the smoke blew away, the American stars and stripes were still seen floating. At last the British struck. At this sight, a wild huzza rose up spontaneously, from the troops on shore. At dusk the enemy ceased his cannonade, destroyed his batteries, and secretly made preparations for removing his baggage, a course rendered absolutely necessary by the unexpected destruction of his fleet. In the dead of night, abandoning his sick and wounded, he began a precipitate retreat. The spoils of the Americans were immense. The English had retired eight miles before their flight was discovered. The pursuit was then immediately begun, but a heavy storm prevented any fruits, except a few prisoners, who were cut off from the rear guard.

For his conduct on this defence, Macomb was brevetted a Major-General. On the conclusion of peace, he remained in the army, and was appointed to command of the north-western frontier. In 1821, he removed to Washington, as chief of the corps of engineers. On the death of General Brown, Macomb became commander-in-chief of the army. His decease occurred at the capital, June 25th, 1841.



FOriginally published in Charles J. Peterson, The Military Heroes of the War of 1812: With a narrative of the war (Philadelphia: William A. Leary, 1848): 185-190. From the collection of Charles W. Nelson, National Register Architect for the Minn. State Historic Preservation Office. 

�

News & Notes

�The following was received on November 5, 2000, from Jesse Pudwell via Patrick Schifferdecker:



LUNDYS LANE is now a reality !!!

The City of Niagara Falls and Parks Canada (Ft. George) have created a partnership which has allowed the City of Niagara Falls to have a one-day event in the year 2001.

Fort George will be hosting their event on the weekend of July 21/22, 2001. The Sunday will be dedicated to the recreation of the battle of Lundy's Lane at the actual site in Niagara Falls.

Details have been sorted out and a "joint-invitation" has gone out this past week to as many re-enactors as possible.

Please be sure to RSVP the invitation ASAP as outlined on the invitation. If this re-enactment goes well, the City of Niagara Falls will look into making this a weekend event in the future, although space is a difficulty with regards to camping. This is an issue that must be worked on should this event become a "weekender".

Thanks to all of you who have encouraged me to pursue this situation and I look forward to as much support as possible from all of you in terms of attending.

On Saturday November 11, Eric Matthias Ferguson and Hellen Joann Kriesel were united in matrimony at Murphy’s Landing Chapel in Shakopee, Minnesota. It was a Scottish Rite ceremony presided over by Casey Vanderbent. Afterwards, all adjourned to the Town Hall next door for a reception followed by a dance. Among those from the UMB who were present were Pat Bauer, Allie Quigley, David P. Geister, Beth Geister, Melinda Hutchinson, Brenda Williams, David Grabitske, Mike and Nicole Murray, John Waldo, Tim Burbank, and of course the bride and groom. The UMB extends its warm wishes and prayers to Mr. and Mrs. Eric Ferguson. They will reside on Bossen Terrace in Minneapolis.



Ang Reidell brought regards to all in the brigade from her and Edward, on Thursday November 16. She briefly returned to Minnesota to assist with a family matter, but generously took some of her time to visit old friends at Minnesota Historical Society. She related that Ed was studiously engaged in college once again; and, as a result of a class he was enrolled in this term, Ed would provide us with a paper on the War of 1812 in the true west. We will look forward with much anticipation to reading of the war along the Columbia River. It was good to see a familiar and welcome friend back in her “natural” environment. 

The first of the Winter Talks will be held at the home of David Grabitske on January 24, 2000. We will review the battle of New Orleans commemoration with a potluck meal, beginning at 6 pm. This is also the annual “I Wish I Was In New Orleans” social, so bring Cajun dishes (host provides pecan pies) and prepare for good times and great company. This year there will be a brigade presence in New Orleans. Thus far Rich and Brenda Williams, Mike Myers, Erik Olsrud, David Grabitske, John Dullum, Joe Blunt, and Randy Eckart have all secured passage to New Orleans for January 4-9. We will compose one of the batteries manned by the USS Carolina.

The 23d annual meeting of the Society for Historians of the Early Republic (SHEAR) will take place in Baltimore, MD, July 19-22, 2001. The theme will be “Lived Lives in the Early Republic.” The Program Committee invites proposals that focus on the nature and quality of lived experience during the period. SHEAR encourages proposals geared toward fostering dialogue and reflection on biography, case study, and exploration of the individual instance as they may serve as windows on that period. Papers and sessions that invite cross-cultural comparison between the U.S. and other cultures during this period, as well as proposals for sessions employing non-traditional formats, are also welcome. Equal consideration will be given to proposals in any areas of research that reflect the diversity and scholarship on the early republic. Proposals should be emailed by January 15, 2001, to Andrew and Mary Cayton, SHEAR program co-chairs, at caytonar@muohio.edu or faxed to 513-529-3224. For more information, call 513-529-5542. Proposals should include a one-page prospectus for each paper and brief c.v.s. for all participants. Unless affiliated with disciplines other than history, panelists are required to be members of SHEAR.



�Field Tests of Fire and Movement Rates in 1809

The following was rediscovered by Mark Nichipor, Park Ranger, at Minuteman National Historical Park in Concord, Massachusetts. It was forwarded by NPS Park Ranger Galen Ewing of Fort Scott National Historic Site to many in the 1812 enactment world, but it merits repeating in the pages of the Mudduck for the benefit of the Brigade and concerned readers. Ranger Nichipor wrote the first paragraph.



�In 1809 the United State Army conducted a series of experiments in rates of fire and movement. These were done following the “Chesapeake Affair” in 1807 when the regular army found itself confronted with a possible war, which it was unprepared for. These tests, which are summarized in William Duane’s The American Military Library (Philadelphia, 1809) were designed to provide information for the military officers on the rates of fire and movement. They were conducted under laboratory conditions (i.e. real troops but on the drill field). They are most interesting to compare with range tests done during this same time frame in Europe. The infantry weapon used was a smoothbore, flintlock musket. As such the results could be used for programs during the time period 1750 to 1850. It is my hope that this information will be of some use for interpreters.



Experiment #1

To try in how short a time a man could fire thirty-six rounds of ball cartridge.

Conditions: 36 rounds in pouch; 18 rounds in block, 18 rounds below. A veteran infantryman, loading and firing at will at a target 125 yards away.

Results: 3 rounds in one minute; 18 rounds in 6 ½ minutes; 36 rounds in 13 minutes (deducting time to transfer cartridges, which the man needed help in doing). Out of 36 balls, 15 hit the target. (NB the type of target was never mentioned. But elsewhere in the text they speak of a man-sized target.)



Experiment #2

Charge of Light Cavalry on Artillery.

Conditions: Light Horsemen placed 600 yards (maximum effective range) from a six-pound gun.

Result: The first 200 yards at a walk in 95 seconds. The second 150 yards at a trot in 28 seconds. The next 170 yards at the gallop in 13 seconds. The final 80 yards tot he gun at the charge in 8 seconds. In this 2 minutes and 24 seconds, the gun was fired once every 11 seconds, for a total of 13 times.



Experiment #3

Infantry attacking Artillery.

Conditions: A soldier placed 250 yards from the gun (i.e. normal charge range).

Result: The first 170 yards at the march, the last 80 yards at the charge. He reached the gun in 102 seconds. During that time the gun fired once every 8 seconds for a total of 13 times.



Experiment #4

Light Cavalry attacking Infantry.

Conditions: Light Horseman placed 400 yards from Infantryman.

Result: Horseman trotted 200 yards, galloped 170 yards and charged 80 yards. He reached the infantryman in 49 seconds. During that time the infantryman fired 3 times.



Experiment #5

Infantry attacking Infantryman.

Conditions: Infantryman placed 250 yards from defending infantryman.

Result: Infantry marched 170 yards in 70 seconds, and charged 80 yards in 20 seconds. During this 90 seconds the defender fired 5 times.



Experiment #6

Infantry line attacking Infantry over uneven ground.

Conditions: The attacking party was required to keep their dress while advancing over rough ground covered with bushes for 250 yards.

Result: The attackers marched 170 yards in 100 seconds, and charged 80 yards in 45 seconds. During these 145 seconds the defenders fired 7 times.



Experiment #7

Infantry line attacking Artillery.

Conditions: An infantry company formed 3 ranks deep, at 250 yards from the gun.

Result: Infantry marched 170 yards in 100 seconds, and charged 80 yards in 17 seconds. During this 117 seconds the gun fired once every 8 seconds for a total of 14 times.



ELEVENTH ANNUAL



War of 1812 in the West

SYMPOSIUM



March 24-25, 2001

St. Louis, Missouri



PAST TOPICS INCLUDED:

The Whipping Post: Military Justice—Toasting the Nation—General Bissell: The Civilian Years—Robert Dickson: British Indian Agent in the West—The Orphan Companies of the Seventh Regiment—The Siege of Ft. Madison—Blood Sport: Cock-Fighting—Ambush at Loutre Creek: The death of Capt. James Callaway—Women Captives of the Ft. Dearborn Massacre—John Colter, Adventurer—Mackinaw Island During the War of 1812—Manitou Rocks—Supply in the West: The Lemonade System—The Osage Trading House at Arrow Rock—Nathan Boone: Stepping out of his father’s shadow—On the Canadian Line: The First U.S. Infantry at Lundy’s Lane



To submit topic proposals, contact:

David Bennett, Chairman

Call 816-505-9806 

EBCLEMSON@webtv.net

�UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events

January 5-7, 2001	BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS	Chalmette, Louisiana

January 24	WINTER TALKS & Cajun potluck	Mendota Heights

February 28	WINTER TALKS NB this is Ash Wednesday!	Mendota Heights

March 17-18	Living History Show (Time line)	Kalamazoo, Michigan

March 24-25	War of 1812 in the West Symposium	St. Louis, Missouri

	Contact David Bennett, Chairman; 816-505-9806, EBCLEMSON@webtv.net

March 28	WINTER TALKS (optional, may have to give it up for Lent!)	Mendota Heights

April 25	BRIGADE DRILL & MEETING (first one outdoors in 2001)	Ft. Snelling

May 5    8:30-2	Minnesota History Day - Ray Allard Award judges needed!	Minneapolis, MN

May 5-6	Battle of Longwoods	London, Ontario

May 23	BRIGADE DRILL & MEETING	Ft. Snelling

May 26-27	Fort Meigs 1812 encampment	Perrysburg, Ohio

May 26-27	Northwest Company and the War of 1812	Pine City, Minnesota

May 28	Ft. Snelling’s Veteran’s Timeline	Ft. Snelling

June 23-24 ????	Was Jean-Baptiste a Spy? Faribault & the War of 1812	Mendota, Minnesota

July 4	Ft. Meigs Independence Day 1813	Perrysburg, Ohio

July 14-15 ????	BATTLE OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN	Prairie du Chien, WI

July 19-22	Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, annual meeting	Baltimore, Maryland

July 20-21	Ft. George and the Battle of Lundy’s Lane (see page 64 inside)	Niagara, Ontario

August 11-12	Ft. Erie Living History Weekend	Ontario

August 23-26	Battle of Georgian Bay, Penetanguishene	Ontario

September 8-9	Battle of Lake Erie	Put-in-Bay, Ohio

September 15-16	Ft. Meigs 1813 Siege Weekend	Perrysburg, Ohio

October 5-7	Mississinewa 1812	Marion, Indiana





Office of the Brigade Adjutant

Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Historic Fort Snelling

Fort Snelling History Center

Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111



Address Service Requested
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