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Newsletter Submissions:

1.Submissions are welcome from all War of 1812 authors. Space is limited, but every effort will be made to accommodate your article. 

2. All reviews of Books, Movies, Events, material culture, &c. are the opinions of the authors, and are not necessarily the view of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812, its leaders, or its constituents. Though space for rebuttal in following issues is limited, such articles will be printed in their entirety, and may be split-up and printed in consecutive issues at the editor’s discretion.

3. Submissions may be made on 3.5" disks in Word 7.0, hardcopies are required in addition.



NEXT MEETING

May 26

FFORT SNELLING E

6:30 p.m.

Brigade Drill



Brigade & Company Meetings

Bring a Friend!

The Mudduck� EMBED PBrush  ���

Newsletter of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Symposium Topic Extracts

Notes taken by David M. Grabitske

This is part 2 of the Extracts continued from last month’s issue. Though all the ideas presented here belong to the authors, the mistakes in spelling of proper names is mine alone.



WOMEN CAPTIVES OF THE FORT DEARBORN MASSACRE

by Sally E. Bennett

At Ft. Dearborn in Indiana Territory on Lake Michigan, commandant Captain Nathan Heald read the declaration of war from the parade ground to the entire garrison, July 12, 1812.

Life was hard for the women of the company without employment. Those who were washer women were often paid more than any of the men in the ranks. There were four enlisted men who were married and two officers. Also married was Sicily, a Kentucky slave about 30-32 years of age, who may have been widowed. Also present were Mrs. James Lee and Mrs. Catherine Burns (or Cooper). Sgt. James Lee left the army and by 1811 was grazing cattle for the fort. The Lees had 6 children and one more would arrive in 1812. Most of the women were pregnant over the winter of 1811-1812 into the spring. There was a total of 18 children in August of 1812 at the fort.

April 6, 1812 began the season of death. 12 Winnebago killed 2 men nearby, which prompted Heald to organize the “Chicago Militia.” William Clark asked Heald to report any reprisals in the wake of Tippecanoe the past fall.

After reading the declaration Heald wrote a letter to Lt. Porter Hanks at Mackinaw saying, “I think this post will be evacuated.” A second letter detailed the loss of The Friends Goodwill. The letter was sent with packs of fur, but did not arrive at Mackinaw until a day after its loss to the British. On July 13 a letter arrived from Indian Agent Thomas Forsyth doubting whether the Indians would remain neutral. Heald prepares to leave by distributing supplies and destroying certain others. William Wells arrived with his Miami kin and a number of others.

The garrison left the fort on August 13 with a pregnant Mrs. Corbin and Sicily in a wagon. They traveled one and a half miles in the first hour. Sensing something amiss, the regulars formed up and charged the sand hills. The militia, Miami Indians under Wells, and a few others not attached to the First Infantry remained behind. 500 Indians surrounded the regulars and got them in a crossfire. The 11 man militia unit tried to fight but were overwhelmed. 15 minutes later the slaughter ended at the baggage train.

Five unwounded soldiers were put to death. Capt. Heald’s fate was put on trial, but Heald and his wife were spirited away to St. Joseph, Michigan. Other captives were divided up and sent to the four directions. Joseph Van Horn kept a complete journal of his activity while a prisoner. He was taken back to Ft. Dearborn, and even later meets up with James Corbin (brother-in-law to Mrs. Corbin). He was taken among many other prisoners.

(Continued to Page 14)

BRIGADE MINUTES

12 to drill,  meeting called to order at 7:10 by ADC.

Red River Redcoats—Spring Muster is June 11-13 at Winnipeg. Going to Mackinac July 31-Aug 1.

PINE CITY—Update from Patrick. Set-up may begin after 2 PM on Friday May 7, tear down after 3 PM on Sunday May 9. About 12 British will be present, 6 from the PdC Militia, and the UMB. Campbell, Edel, Lundgren, St. John, Becky & Marc, Ferguson, Grabitske, Olsrud, and Lawrence going.

MEMORIAL DAY at FORT SNELLING—Same as last year. Interpretive camp will be widened to help with congestion. The “Ladies War of 1812” will be performed by Fort Staff. The Artillery Demo will be accomplished by Navy seamen.

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN—T. Shaw to portray Perkins.

FORT MADISON—Erik Hansen talked to the guys at St. Louis and is the point man for Missourians.

BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS—A&E movie being shot in Lafayette, IN on May 14-16. Abolt to command the Americans in the redoubt. $125 pay, travel expense, lodging and 2 meals per day. ½ day on Friday and Sunday, full day Saturday. 2 impressions required, American Regulars and Militia, Spence to portray a Freedman! Poor script seems to be a remake of the Buccaneers. 

Complimentary issues discussed. The Adjutant will mail all free issues in the future, and individual units will provide stamps for this purpose.

Adjutant reported this issue will be ready on April 29.

Website Report—Ferguson continuing work.

Announcements—Capt. Lucas’ Coy. has a website.



CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING

Sergt. Ferguson, Bonnie & Spence Johnson, Jean & Bob Moline, Myers, Rich & Brenda Williams.

Practiced “Noble Lads of Canada.”

Discussed Upcoming Events.

Members who were present at the time of the split felt they didn’t understand that the treasury would be split at the time of the vote. Members not present at the meeting felt they had insufficient notice, & the decision was to negotiate between the parties at the next Brigade meeting. A letter will soon be mailed to all who were members at the time of the split.

Adjourned to the Cheshire.



CAPT. LUCAS’S COY. MEETING

Campbell, Lundgren, McCarthy, St. John.

Organization made: Lundgren was chosen Drill Leader; St. John is Exhibit Developer who will research & construct props; McCarthy is Webmaster and e-mail director; Campbell is the temporary Company Leader and Treasurer.

Cartridges were rolled for Pine City.

Unit Webpage is up and running.

Events were discussed.

Currently looking for artillery and drill manuals.



CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING

Grabitske, Olsrud, Shaw.

Quartermaster purchases arrived. Flint pads will be available to all paid members at no cost. Some modifications to be made to the ax, the spade will be returned since it is not period.

Company Stores Inventory was made and is available to members on request. Tent peg bags will be made.

Sergt. Nevalainen is pleased to report TWO new recruits for Taylor’s, he and Margaret will have TWINS this summer, due mid-August. Congratulations!

Mrs. Simmons was taken to Green Bay where she was forced to run the gauntlet. Then she was sent to Mackinaw by way of Ft. Dearborn. She finally made it home to Ohio on August 13, 1813, the one year anniversary.

There were no pensions for most of these women. However, Lt. Helm was declared drunk and that he abandoned his wife Margaret and her child. In all, the Kinzie family was awarded more than $35,000.



AMBUSH AT LOUTRE CREEK: THE DEATH OF CAPTAIN JAMES CALLAWAY, MISSOURI RANGER

by Michael D. Harris

James Callaway was born in Kentucky, a grandson of Daniel Boone. He left a diary and letters with lots of detail. He was 6 feet tall, with dark eyes, not terribly handsome, but uncommonly popular. Early on he was engaged in the fur trade, and was able to marry Nancy Howell, May 9, 1805 at the age of 23. They bought land on Howell’s Prairie, named for Thomas Howell. They had a son in 1806 and another child in 1808.

James Callaway was the paymaster for Lewis & Clark. In 1810 he was appointed a Captain of Militia and took great pride in drilling his men. In 1812 he acted as a spy and a courier. On March 2, 1812 Callaway disbursed a sword and belt, and a pistol to each member of the Cavalry of St. Charles which were property of the United States. With threats of Robert Dickson and his “hordes” of Indians descending on St. Louis, numerous expeditions were made, including one with two boats of 60 men, and 100 regulars under Desha. James Callaway and his uncle Nathan Boone went on an expedition to Illinois and were ambushed, but escaped. He was on the Peoria Expedition and had a hand in building Ft. Clemson.

“Duck River” John Gibson noted that not much went on in the winter of 1813-1814 allowing Callaway to go home and tend to his farm. But by spring he was back in service when he wrote Nancy in June 1814 that 2 men had been killed. July 14, 1814 Callaway was promoted to Captain of Rangers. He was bound for the retaking of Prairie du Chien in late July 1814 with Major Zachary Taylor. On August 21 he received $400 from William Clark for an unknown reason. His journal entries for August show the men going up the Mississippi river, camping on riverbanks at night, some of the men coming down with measles, able to sail for 3 of the days, passing the Des Moines River Rapids and camping at the remains of Ft. Madison. September 2 the force remained on their boats over night. The next day they passed the Iowa River. September 4 they reached the Rock River. The Indians set fire to the prairie to the west, and around 200 of them appeared on each bank of the river. The Americans encamped on Credit Island. A storm blew up that night and the sentinels were fired on by Indians, who were then driven off the island. The next day the British begin to fire on the Americans with cannon at 600 yards. After 6 hours of fighting the Americans decided to cut their losses and withdraw. They suffered 10 wounded, of which one died later.

As they retreated down the river, they built Ft. Johnson on the Des Moines, at which 45 regulars and supplies were deposited. On October 22, 1814 Callaway burned Ft. Johnson and retired on Ft. Independence. The March 1815 Indian raids on Quick’s Fort and Best’s Fort sparked Callaway to investigate. They began to search for 30-40 Sac & Fox, following them up Loutre Creek. On reaching Prairie Fork they had to swim since the river was up. By 2 o’clock the force discovers 2 Indian women watching the stolen horses. The women fled and the rangers rounded up the horses. Callaway decided to return by the same route they had come though that was considered risky by others in the party. The next day, March 7, 1815 after stopping for lunch the Indians ambushed the rangers while they crossed Prairie Fork. The Indians were well concealed in the brush such that the rangers could not effectively return fire. Callaway was hit three times during the confusion. Callaway took a horse and attempted to cross �the river. While swimming he was shot twice more and killed. John Gibson witnessed it and managed to escape. The Rangers were soundly defeated. When Nancy was informed of her husband’s death, she stoically walked home from school (at which she was enrolled) and fainted. 13 days later Philander Callaway found James Callaway’s body lodged in a thicket just down stream. The body was dragged to the top of an adjacent hillock and buried.

Nancy eventually remarried, dying in 1864. Of the Indians engaged only Keokuk is known to have been wounded in battle, later dying.



ARTILLERY IN THE WEST DURING THE WAR OF 1812

by Captain Paul Rosewitz, USA

The post-Revolutionary War army was demobilized, except Captain Alexander Hamilton’s battery which was retained to guard military stores. Immediately the debate between bronze and cast iron tubes began. General Henry Knox began to simplify the organization by reducing the number of calibres and systems. He was a supporter of bronze. Secretary of War Henry Dearborn adopted iron tubes in 1801, since the United States did not possess the resources to produce bronze. He also adopted tactics and carriages from both the British and the French. He further reduced the numbers of calibres, and developed and tested a light artillery battery in 1808. Capt. George Peter’s battery performed for the Congress by firing, limbering, moving, unlimbering, firing, limbering and return�ing to the start point to fire again; all in 22 minutes on July 4, 1808. It performed a route march from Baltimore to Wash�ington DC at the record rate of 6 miles per hour, the standard rate of battery movement during World War One. The battery was sent to New Orleans where it withered and died.
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Tactics during the Revolution through Legion periods was John Muller’s A Treatise on Artillery. From 1800 on the Gribeauval carriage was introduced to the army, along with the French manual by Louis de Tousard. The calibres were further reduced. During the Revolution the army had dozens of bronze and iron guns, but by 1812 the standard guns were Iron 6-, 12-, 18-, 24-, 32-pounder cannons, Iron 18-pounder carronades, Bronze 4 ½” mortars and Bronze 5 ½” howitzers.

On the frontier, weapons were everywhere, but artillery men were not. Regulars appear to have used 6-pounders. Some cannons were in use by Militia, such as the St. Louis Volunteer Artillery. Infantry were com�monly used to crew the guns. Artillery was mostly used in blockhouses and on gunboats, rather than field artillery. When James Callaway was at Portage des Sioux he had two 6-pounders, 2 boxes of ammunition, etc. Much can be discovered about the militia artillery through the letters of Capt. Lucas of the St. Louis Volunteer Artillery, who drilled his men as long as 4 hours per day. There were regulars at Ft. Bellefontaine and Ft. Madison, blockhouses being manned by militia. Governor Howard spent much of the war scavenging for artillery and ammunition.

One account related that an artillery crew on a gunboat elevated the muzzle. When they discharged the round it struck the top of the portal inside the boat, shaking the boat and the crew.



MILITARY RIVER BOATS ON THE MISSOURI, ILLINOIS & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

by Ronald A. Brunnert

The first known gunboat is one discovered by archaeologists in Norway, dating to about 1200 AD. Crafts on the upper rivers included those made by Indians, such as rafts, bull boats, dugouts, and canoes made of saplings and covered in skins. The earliest European gunboats came in the form of 5 Spanish galleons and 3 other craft which visited St. Louis in 1798. One of the boats went as far north as the Illinois River in a show of Spanish might and control of Louisiana.

Lewis & Clark had a 55 foot keelboat which carried a piece of artillery. The carriage of these guns was built in multiples of the diameter of the solid shot the cannon threw; front wheels were 2x, rear wheels were 1 ½x, height was 5x, and so on. The Lewis & Clark keelboat cost $650-700 to build.

James Wilkinson built a gunboat in 1792, which was the first American entry. Pike’s gunboat had 2 cannon. There was much excitement reported concerning the Battle of Trafalgar. Some Brigs did make a trip up the Mississippi as far as New Madrid.



BLOOD SPORT:  COCK-FIGHTING

by Tony Gerrard

Opposition to cock-fighting has always been present, though the reasons have not always been consistent. The Temperance movement for instance was opposed to cock-fighting since there was a heavy presence of alcohol.

Chickens were initially domesticated from two types of jungle fowl indigenous to India. Chicken contact preced�ed white contact with Indians in many areas. Cock-fighting is considered the oldest sport documented. Chickens with feathers on their legs are post-1840s. “Colchan” chickens are from China. Brown eggs are also post 1840s, originally eggs were off-white much like any found in a grocery. The English were great “cockers” especially among the upper classes. Stubb’s 1785 painting �of a gentleman with his chickens was shown. 

Admiral Lord Howe in a letter dated June 1, 1794 wrote about a cock who got loose during battle, sitting on the stump of the main mast crowing and clapping its wings. World War I Captain Fitz Bernard wrote that the lack of cock-fighting among Germans “makes them what they are,” in his essay “The Humanity of Cock-Fighting.”

Cock-fighters have an upright athletic look (almost a turkey or pheasant look). Adult birds weigh on average 4 to 6 pounds. Fighting game birds are the oldest breed. They were “dubbed” by cutting off their combs and wattles. Training required the birds be separated at 6 months, dubbed and “put on a walk” (isolated). At one year they are ready to go. Sparring occurred with hoods and gloves over their spurs. They were fed cock-bread, the recipe for which was unique to each owner but could include wheat, oatmeal, 20 eggs, licorice, white wine, brown sugar, dates, etc. One type was made of stale bread and urine. Some owners thought that “sweating the cock” would improve their bird’s chances. The bird was packed in a basket and set on a hot stove. “Sweating” doesn’t work for chickens since they don’t have sweat glands (hint: baste your birds first!).

The “cockpit” was circular or octagonal, 16-18 feet in diameter, with 12-16 inch high sidewalls and concentric chalk lines. Trimming the birds meant cutting short their neck feathers, cropping the wing and tail feathers, removing the saddle hackles and rump feathers. It would then be “heeled” by trimming its natural spur and fitted for a “gaff” (artificial steel spikes). It ages passed silver was used but the art of hardening this material has since been lost.

The way the chickens fight was by jumping up in the air to attempt to stab its opponent. A “main” was an odd number of individual fights culminating in final match. A “battle royal” was quite a few birds in the same cockpit all at once. However a cock-fight was arranged it was sure to be a noisy affair with much load-talking, alcohol, and a heavy mixing of the classes (particularly in America). A fight could be won or lost by the handlers of the contestant birds. After the fight was over there were a whole series of things to do to get survivors healthy. In America cock-fighting was dominated by Southerners and the Irish.



JOHN COLTER: ADVENTURER

by L. Ruth Colter-Frick

John Colter was in Sgt. John Ordway’s mess of the First Infantry. He became a successful hunter and scout while on the Lewis & Clark Expedition. In August 1804 two horses became lost and two men were sent in search of them. When those men did not return, on August 29 Colter was sent and caught up with the corps further up the river, bringing with him a buffalo, an elk, three deer, a goose, and a beaver. The change in diet was very welcome to the men. One of the lost men, George Shannon lost his sense of timing and was traveling well ahead of the corps assuming that he himself was far behind it. Colter further proved his worth in bartering with Indians. He was the first to report on the wonders of Yellowstone. He stayed at the forks of the Missouri until 1810.
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1808 Rose Contract

He returned to St. Louis in May of 1810. He reported that wagons could cross the Rocky Mountains. Before war broke out in 1812, Colter returned to the service. Letters from him noted the condi�tions on the frontier, including the murder of 9 persons from the same family and a soldier at Ft. Madison. It was believed that the only way to pacify the frontier was to form a mounted ranger unit and perform lightning raids. Such a unit was raised, Nathan Boone’s company of rangers, and it was this unit into which Colter enlisted on March 3, 1812. He enlisted without knowing if the U. S. government would even pay for such a unit. He had to provide everything himself. They were paid 70 cents per day if they were on foot, and a dollar when mounted. Much confusion about Colter 1810-1813. The Louisiana Gazet�te reported from time to time about the rangers, including a 4th of July banquet held for them. John Colter did not see it or the war however, he died May 7, 1812.



U.S.L.D. s IN THE WAR OF 1812

by Steven Allie

Dragoons had their origin in the Revolutionary War, the First through Fourth Continental Light Dragoons. These horse soldiers fought both mounted and dismounted. The reason for U. S. cavalry units not being called “cavalry” but dragoons instead was that the American public identified cavalry as being aristocratic, something they were fighting against. They were armed with pistols, saber and musketoon. They were employed mainly as raiders and scouts.

After the war they were disbanded with the rest of the army. In the Northwest Indian War they returned as a part of Wayne’s Legion, and consolidat�ed in 1798. They dwindled to 2 compan�ies under Jefferson’s Administration. During the war of 1812 there were two regiments. From 1815-1833 there were no cavalry units in the United States.

The Dragoons tended to be dominated by southerners. They were commanded during the early part of the war by Col. Wade Hampton, South Car�olina. When Hampton was promoted Maryland’s Leon�ard Covington assumed co�mmand. He was succeeded by another South Carolin�ian, Jacint Laval.

The uniform of the Light Dragoons included the 1808 roundabout, blue with white trim. In 1813 they adopted a hussar style. British spy Charles Hamil�ton Smith after the war showed a drawing of American horsemen. They do not appear to have the hussar saddle nor brown equipment. Officers changed from epaulettes to wings in 1813 ontheir hussar style jackets. It is likely that the 1808 helmet was worn rather than the 1812 pattern. Most survivors are 1812 patterns, virtually unused, whereas the 1808s are heavily damaged. The saber used was the 1808 �Rose contract, 1808 North Contract or 1801 North & Chancy. The pistols were the 1805 Harper’s, but the second regiment may have used the 1811 North. Issuing reports from the field do not show the use of long arms except for 6 with bayonets per company for picket duty. Hussar saddles have a wood frame and suspended, with a low pommel. Spanish style had a wood frame with skin stretched over it with high pommel and back. Since the dragoons were issued a leather valise and pad, it is likely they had the flat seat style rather than the other two.

British drill called for by threes from the center. French called for by fours from the left. In short the Americans copied  British uniforms and saddles, but the French 1796 drill manual.



1812 Dispatches

Cottonbale 5 (March/April 1999): 3, 18. “Sgt. Peter B. Conger 1790-1854, 7th Infantry Veteran of the Battle of New Orleans” by Brandt Zätterberg. This is the story of a man who enlisted in the Sixth Infantry in 1808 and wound up in New Orleans. When the Sixth was broken up James Russell took command of his company which became a part of the Seventh Regiment. Elijah Montgomery was in command of the company by 1815. Recommended reading for all in Capt. Taylor’s!



The War of 1812

America’s First Forgotten Conflict



Historic Fort Snelling’s

O;O

Memorial Day Observance

May 31



Set up overnight May 30 after 5 PM



Interpretive Camp

“The Ladies’ War of 1812” Drama

Naval Artillery Demonstrations



Journal Entry___________?

The following was written by James Corbin, a private in Captain Nathan Heald’s First Infantry company who survived its destruction by Indians on August 17, 1812. As mentioned by Ms. Bennett in her symposium topic, he had a brother and sister-in-law at Ft. Dearborn. After his capture he was sent to live with Pottawatomies in Illinois. He was eventually redeemed by a fur trader and given over to the British. He was exchanged in 1813, and discharged. The account may be found in “The Story of James Corbin, A Soldier at Ft. Dearborn” edited by Milo M. Quaife. Mississippi Valley Historical Review 3 (September 1916): 219-226 [222-223].

I was taken by an indian Squaw and boy to go in pursuit of some sugar kettles which the indians had used the spring before in making sugar. (this was during the middle of winter,—heavy snow upon the ground, clothed with a pair of indian legings, an old breach clout, and a worn out soldier’s vest.) and being very weak and compelled to carry the pack, I gave out and could not travel any farther and was left in the wilderness by them, and remained there seven days and eight nights without any sustenance, whatever, and by crawling on my hands and knees obtained wood for my fire which kept me from freezing to death. In this situation on the eighth day in the morning, I was found by a Kickapoo indian and squaw, placed on a horse and carried to their encampment. I remained with them untill their warriors started to Detroit to attack Gen’l Harrison. they took me along and passed by the village of the Pottawatomies who had first taken me and gave me to the same squaw who had left me in the wilderness.







�UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events

May 1-2	Battle of Longwoods	Longwoods, Ontario

May 8-9	Northwest Company & the War of 1812 (MHS)	Pine City, Minnesota

	First ever encampment. A focus on the Involvement of the Fur Trade.

	Dave Bennett may be coming up for this event, more on this later!

May 22-23	War of 1812/Napoleonic Wars Weekend, Fort York	Toronto, Ontario

May 26    6:30 pm	Brigade Drill & Meetings	Ft. Snelling

May 29-31	1812 Garrison Weekend, Fort Meigs	Perryburg, Ohio

May 31	War of 1812: America’s First Forgotten Conflict (MHS)	Fort Snelling

	Memorial Day Observance.   PLAN TO ATTEND THIS EVENT!!!

June 5-6	Battle of Stoney Creek	Stoney Creek, Ontario

June 19-20	Ft. Amherstburgh in 1812, Ft. Malden NHS	Amherstburgh, ON

June 19-20	Muster on the Maumee, Ft. Meigs	Perrysburg, Ohio

June 26-27	Ft. Madison Time Line Event	Ft. Madison, Iowa

July 3-4	Fort Osage—1812	Sibley, Missouri

July 10-11	Ft. George on the Niagara Frontier	Ft. George, Canada

July 17-18	Prairie du Chien, Taylor’s Coy. & Mississippi Volunteers	Prairie du Chien, WI

July 17-18	Second Siege Commemoration, Ft. Meigs	Perrysburg, Ohio

July 31-August 1	VETERAN’S WEEKEND, time-line event	Ft. Snelling

July 31-August 1	Mackinac Island Event	Michigan

August 7-8	Fort Madison Evacuation (Lt. Thomas Hamilton’s 1st Inf. Coy.)	Ft. Madison, Iowa

	This was a GREAT EVENT put on by Bennett’s folks in 1997.

August 21-22	Battle of Brownstown	Brownstown, Michigan

September 10-12	Star-Spangled Banner Weekend	Baltimore, Maryland







Office of the Brigade Adjutant

Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Historic Fort Snelling

Fort Snelling History Center

Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111



Address Service Requested

Brigade Newsletter, May 1999
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