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All reviews of Books, Movies, Events, material culture, &c. are the opinions of the authors, and are not necessarily the view of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812, its leaders, or its constituents. Though space for rebuttal in following issues is limited, such articles will be printed in their entirety, and may be split-up and printed in consecutive issues at the editor’s discretion. 





NEXT MEETING


September 22


FFORT SNELLING E


6:30 p.m.


Brigade Drill





Brigade & Company Meetings


The Mudduck� EMBED PBrush  ���
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 Joseph Bates, 1812 Sailor


by Amy Kruger


Joseph Bates’ parents grew up in the small village of Wareham, Plymouth county, Massachusetts. Even in this small village his family had gained a certain amount of military distinction. His father was a volunteer in the Revolutionary War and through the seven-year struggle gained the rank of captain. Captain Bates apparently distinguished himself so well that when General Lafayette revisited this country he recognized him saying, “How do you do, my old friend, Captain Bates?” When the general was asked if he remembered the good Captain he replied, “Certainly; he was under my immediate command in the Army.” After the war Captain Bates married Joseph’s mother and on July 8, 1792 Joseph Bates entered the world in Rochester, Massachusetts.


While a young lad Joseph showed a passion for the sea with an intense desire to one day be a sailor. His mother did her best to dissuade him, but, she finally consented to a short trip with his uncle to Boston. The purpose of this trip was, of course, to cure him of his infatuation. However, equally obvious, it had the opposite effect. In June of 1807 Joseph embarked on his first cross-Atlantic voyage as a cabin boy. Through his years as a cabin boy he encountered many intense moments, such as falling overboard in shark infested waters, and his ship becoming trapped in an island of ice. Shortly after escaping the ice, two rather suspicious vessels attempted to cut them off from shore, they soon proved to be Danish privateers. The ship was captured and taken to Copenhagen. This ship had a previous rendezvous with the British and, since Napoleon Bonaparte was at war with the British and in control of Denmark, the entire crew was required to testify as to the nature of their voyage. Because of the true testimony the sailors gave, they were spared; however, their ship, cargo and wages were confiscated, they were even stripped of their clothes. Joseph did obtain a berth on a Danish  ship bound for Prussia, thankfully before a Danish winter set in. The return of this ship went Ireland instead of Denmark and it was here Joseph left the ship to seek passage to America. He made it as far as Liverpool, here he encountered a “press-gang.” An officer and twelve men entered his boarding house and asked his citizenship, on his proud exclamation of “American” he was forced to join the British navy. This all happened on April 27, 1810.


While impressed in the British navy Joseph made many attempts to escape, each time he was caught he always protested that he was an American and not a subject of King George. He was eventually stationed on “Rodney 74”. Here his attempts to leave His Majesty’s service were looked on as a severe crime by his commanding officer; many and harsh were the punishments Joseph faced. HMS Rodney Continued on Page 38…





BRIGADE MINUTES


6 men to drill. 


Past Events—FT. MADISON was attended by Capt. Lucas’ Coy. No report yet. FORT SNELLING’s Military Expo and Veteran’s Weekend went well, staff estimates attendance at 5,000 plus.


Upcoming Events—MISSISSINEWA is now a three day affair, dispensing with school tours on Friday in favor of a battle. Those planning on going are R & B Williams, S & B Johnson, Olsrud, McNutt, Ferguson, Lawrence, and perhaps a few others. WATERLOO 2000 is postponed till 2001, since 2000 conflicts with the 200th anniversary of Napoleon’s victory at Marengo in Italy. SYMPOSIUM definitely set for Arrow Rock, MO. See details in this issue.


There’ll be a new link to our website as of Sept. 1.


Publications—DESPATCH details of Harris Fort and some primary documents. COTTONBALE no 1812 articles as usual. JOURNAL OF THE WAR OF 1812 has several good articles & interesting debate. MHQ has Battle of Bladensburg article. MILITARY COLLECTOR & HISTORIAN color plate of Capt. Henry Brush’s Company, very cool.


Next Year’s Events News—see article for details. One new one at Sibley House.





CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING


B. & S. Johnson, Jurek, Lundgren, Schifferdecker, R. & B. Williams.


Ferguson sent in the registration for Mississinewa. Thus far the Williamses, Johnsons, Lawrence, Ferguson, Olsrud have expressed interest.


Two new members: Mike Jurek of Culver, MN and Patrick Schifferdecker of Pine City, MN.





CAPT. LUCAS’ COY. MEETING 


No news this month.





CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING


Grabitske.


DUES are most definitely DUE. Pay Erik Olsrud $10 and you will continue to get this rag. So far Olsrud, Reidell, Fenner, Shaw, Grabitske, Bauer, and a few others have paid.


Meeting at Olsrud’s went well. A dozen fake cartridges were constructed. Shaw cut out a haversack. Olsrud began work on a shirt. We introduced Carl Riddle to 1812, and sounds like he is most definitely interested.





USS CAROLINA SCUTTLEBUTT


Arather slow month as many things such as going back to graduate school interfered with my 1812 activities. A packet of back copies of the Mudduck is being put together to be sent to our friends in Baltimore in exchange for back copies of their newsletter. A possible contact name has been found for the brig USS Niagara and hopefully in the next month communications will commence with that organization. No word as yet concerning drill manuals for pike and cutlass, but work is continuing.











was destined to join the British squadron in the Gulf of Lyons, in the Mediterranean sea. Along the way they stopped at Cadiz, Spain. The soldiers of Napoleon Bonaparte were bombarding the city and the ships in the harbor, many of which had escaped from the Battle of Trafalger under the command of Lord Nelson in 1805. Here Joseph was chosen to help refit the ship named Apollo, the refitting was forced to be completed at Gibraltar by excess winds. Unfortunately after the refitting Joseph was taken back to the Rodney.After spending the winter with the British squadron off the Isle of Minorca, Joseph was again transferred, this time to HMS Swiftshore-74. Shortly after Swiftshore left for her station in Toulon, a friend of Joseph’s father arrived looking for him. Joseph had no contact with his family for nearly three years; many of the letters he tried to write home were destroyed, yet, before the war one did reach his father. This friend went to the Rodney and was there kept busy until one of Joseph’s friends told him of the transfer. Apparently this friend did catch up to Joseph but when the captain learned of his identity the Captain hid Joseph. By this time the War of 1812 had begun and Joseph was stuck. During one of the preparations for battle Joseph and a few other Americans demanded that they should be considered prisoners of war and would therefore not fire on their countrymen. After eight months on board the Swiftshore as prisoners they were transferred to a prison ship about 70 miles from London.


Later in the War, Joseph was transferred to Dartmoor Prison. He was present during the Massacre of American prisoners on April 6, 1815, but he survived to see the end of the war and was safely returned home. Later in life Joseph Bates become captain of his own ship and a devoted Christian. He became one of the key founders of the Seventh-day Adventist church. During his life as a sailor he came to believe very strongly in several basic Adventist beliefs. While he was impressed he became disturbed by the way the sailors (regardless of their religion) were forced to go to Anglican services; later in life he became adamant that the separation of church and state should be upheld. In his every day life as a sailor he noticed the intemperance of the sailors and the resulting side effects. Many of these problems came from poor rations but many more were the result of overindulgence by the men. He became one of the champions of health reform; abstaining from all alcohol, tobacco and caffeine, even becoming a vegetarian.


If you would like to read more about him, his autobiography has been published several times including a facsimile reproduction from Southern Publishing in 1970. This article was taken primarily from that copy.


Editor’s Note: In the June issue we printed a short excerpt from the journal of Joseph Hall, another sailor impressed into the Royal Navy. Many of the same ships are mentioned, but the two men do not appear to have served together.





Olsrud’s Sewing Potluck.


On Saturday August 14, several members of Capt. Taylor’s Coy. assembled at Erik Olsrud’s spacious South Minneapolis residence to eat, sew and socialize. Joining Erik were Thos. G. Shaw, David Grabitske and prospective member Carl Riddle. After a tasty lasagna and corn on the cob meal, shirts and haversacks were cut. Also a good number of faux-cartridges were constructed. A good time was had by all.


�
1812 Events in 2000


from the Adjutant’s Desk�
This Winter we will once again be presenting Winter Talks. The times and locations, as well as the topics themselves, have not been decided. We would like to move from the Cheshire Inn if possible. Another central location has not yet been located, so begin thinking about this. We might be able to meet at Olsrud’s, Ferguson’s, or Shaw’s Forts, or not. Your input in this matter, and your volunteering to do a topic, would be greatly appreciated. Please call James Lundgren or David Grabitske to volunteer!


This Spring, dates are not yet announced, the Tenth Annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium will be held at Arrow Rock, Missouri. It had been hoped it might be held in the Kansas City area which would make it easier for us from Minnesota to attend, but the topics should be good no matter where they are spoken. Speaking of which, Dave Bennett and Mike Harris are in need of presenters. It would be nice to continue the tradition of a Minnesota speaker. Ed Reidell and Rich Williams spoke at the 1997 Symposium, Grabitske at the 1998, and Thomas G. Shaw at the 1999 affair. Who will answer the call this year? Contact Bennett at EBCLEMSON@webtv.net. 


Patrick Schifferdecker recently informed the UMB that he will once again host the “Northwest Co. & the War of 1812” event, which made its debut this past May. It will be held May 20-21, 2000 at the Northwest Fur Co. Post in Pine City, Minnesota. He and Tim Talbott have been working on black powder safety issues for MHS, and a cannon demo may be possible. He is also working on scripting several vignettes for next year. More information will be coming in the next few months.


Memorial Day is May 29, 2000. Ft. Snelling has canceled the First Forgotten Conflict which ran the past few years on Memorial Day as a fitting observance. They wished to freshen up the lineup of events. Incidentally, they also canceled the time line event for Military Expo. This effectively has killed 1812 at Ft. Snelling. However, the new program developer recently decided to put the time-line on Memorial Day. Tentatively the camps will be inside the walls of the fort, which could prove a logistical nightmare. Much of this is still up for grabs, and more details are forthcoming.


The Sibley Historic Site in Mendota, Minnesota will host the UMB as a part of its annual “Fete du St. Jean-Baptiste” event on June 24-26, 2000. The weekend will center upon the Faribault family, and in particular its patriarch, Jean-Baptiste Faribault. JBF played an interesting role in the War of 1812 on the Upper Mississippi. The historical record is contradictory as to which side Faribault was on, perhaps suggesting he was on both sides.


The event at Sibley House will begin in the evening of June 24, with set up that afternoon. The evening’s festivities in the past have included dancing, French musical acts, and costumed voyageurs from La Compagnie. This is the only event of its kind in the United States, therefore a development grant has been granted. There may be much more on the slate for next year. The UMB will encamp adjacent to the Faribault House (1839), and interpret the War of 1812, the Battle of Prairie du Chien, and the role of Faribault. The Site is working on a Citizen’s Forum in which the public will be able to decide from the historical record the nature of Faribault’s role in the War of 1812. Another possibility may be importing the “Problem of the Guns” for a forum session. Start planning to be a part of this unique event!


The UMB is constantly looking for local opportunities to interpret the War of 1812. One possibility discussed is attending local festivals such as Highland Fest, Rondo Days, and others, to talk to people and recruit for the War of 1812. If you have an idea, let AdC James C. Lundgren know.


Lastly, it might be nice to invite our friends in Missouri, Wisconsin and Illinois to join us at some of these interesting and different events. We might extend such a warm invitation at any of their events, especially while we sit around common camp fires trading stories, songs and spirits. Be positive and enthusiastic. If nothing else, tell them all our events are near the Mall of America.


�
Journal Entry____________________________________?


1812 Dispatches


MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 12 (Autumn 1999): 58-65. “The Bladensburg Races” by Glenn F. Williams. A fairly detailed and accurate account of a mismanaged battle outside Washington City, August 24, 1814. Williams however fails to mention the political reasons for the creation of the Tenth Military District and William Winder’s appointment to command it. He was the brother of Maryland’s Federalist Governor Levin Winder and the Madison Administration needed as much support for its unpopular war as it could muster. He also does not delve much into political meddling with the actual battle. The article is outstanding in mentioning which units were present, their reliability, and their efforts.


Military Collector & Historian 51 (Spring 1999): Frontispiece. “Captain Henry Brush’s Separate Company, Ohio Militia, 1812” by H. Charles McBarron. A color reprint of the first plate done for the company as a part of its 50th anniversary celebration. Accom�panying text on pages 27-28.


Journal of the War of 1812 4 (Spring 1999): 9-15. “A Monument to the Cockade of Harrison’s Army: The Petersburg Volunteers 1812-1813.” An excellent account of the flower of Petersburg’s young men who went to Ohio to help regain Detroit.


 Journal of the War of 1812 4 (Spring 1999): 3-8. “Conflagration at the Washington Navy Yard: Captain Tingey and the Burning of the First U.S. Navy Yard” by Michael L. Bosworth. Excellent information on the vessels at the yard, great map, primary sources, and account of the birth and rebirth of this navy yard.











The following is part of the account of Marshall S. Durkee, a private of the Fourth Regiment from 1808 to 1813. It was written to demonstrate the hardships of the soldiers enrolled prior to the War of 1812 and served during some portion of it, for the Congress. It was hoped that these soldiers would receive the same land bounties as those who enlisted during the war. What is interesting is the numbers of the company, beginning at 48 enlisted, dropping to 16, and rising to 22 over the course of 7 months and 27 days. The narrative is to be found in the House of Representatives [27 Congress, 2 session] Report 322.


The company of the 4th regiment to which I belonged was enlisted at Springfield, Massachusetts, in the summer and fall of 1808, under Captain David Byers and Lieutenant Josiah Snelling, and consisted of 48 non-commissioned officers and privates. The pay of a sergeant was $8 per month, and $12 bounty, half paid down. The pay of privates was $5 per month, and $12 bounty, half paid down.


About the 20th of October we marched for Burlington, Vermont, where we arrived the 2d of November—distance 210 miles. Here we met Captain [Isaiah] Doane’s and Captain [Return B.] Brown’s companies, of the same regiment, and tarried six or seven days, when Captain Byer’s company was ordered to Swanton falls, thiry-five miles further. Our company was now divided into three detachments, two of which were ordered off—one to Windmill point, and the other to Missisco bay—for the purpose of intercepting smuggling boats on the lake and bay. This detachment unfortunately upset a boat, by which Ensign Clark and two privates were drowned. About this time a storm of alternate rain and snow commenced, and continued for thirty days, by means of which the roads to Burlington and Swanton were impassable, and our supply of provisions cut off. But little provisions could be procured of the inhabitants, and these consisted of corn meal, damaged fish, and a small quantity of meat. Our winter clothing did not arrive till the latter part of December, and we had received no money from Government since our enlistment. Worn down by hunger, fatigue, and want of clothing, one or two died ; others were unable to perform any duty ; and some of the most active deserted. The consequence was, we became too weak to sustain a guard at the necessary posts, and Captain Doane’s company was sent to our assistance. …


During our absence from Springfield [October 20, 1808 to June 16, 1809], our company received six recruits, and lost thirty-two by death and desertion.


�
BOOK REVIEWS BOOK REVIEWS BOOK REVIEWS BOOK REVIEWS BOOK REVIEWS�
USS Essex


Last month while perusing through the special sale section at my local Barnes & Noble I happened to glance at a small pile of totally ignored books and found one that piqued my interest. It is called The USS Essex and the Birth of the American Navy by Frances Diane Robotti and James Vescovi. What really surprised me was that it was a brand new publication issued only this year and already on sale. It was at a reduced price so I eagerly purchased one copy and took it home for my immediate reading delight.


The book is 264 pages long in the text and has a nice index, bibliography and a glossary for those who are new to early naval terminology. I had heard of course of the Essex but had never read a detailed history of this ship except for what is in the Time-Life book The Frigates. This is an enlightening, interesting and easily readable source of information on what to most people is a little known ship.


The Essex began her career in 1799 as a thirty-two gun frigate. She was built by donations from the merchants of Massachusetts. She was involved in many daring exploits before her career was ended by British warships at the Battle of Valparaiso in 1814. She fought in the Barbary Wars, was the first US ship to sail into the Indian Ocean by rounding the Cape of Good Hope and was also the first US ship to round the Horn from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. The book contains many details on her commanders that include some of the most famous officers in early American naval history. Men such as Edward Preble, William Bainbridge, James Barron, and David Porter captained her during her career. One of her midshipmen went on to fame in a later American war, David G. Farragut, the first Admiral of the U. S. Navy.


All of her history is interesting but her career during the War of 1812 is probably most important to us. The Essex did not fight in any famous battles like the Constitution, but she did disrupt the British merchant marine and whaling interest. The Essex went into the Pacific to specifically  as a raider and captured numerous British whaling ships. The descriptions of these actions describes a war effort not very well understood by most enthusiasts of the time period.


She met her demise at the hands of the British navy off Valparaiso. At the time most of her long guns had been removed in favor of the heavier weight, shorter range carronades, mostly over the objections of her commanding officer. The carronades proved to be a fatal decision as the British ships stood off and pounded Essex into splinters, and she was unable to satisfactorily answer their broadsides.


If you are looking for an interesting and easy read on a little known episode of the War of 1812, I highly recommend The USS Essex.


—Rich Williams




















United States Militia


Citizen Soldiers in the War of 1812 by C. Edward Skeen. Lexington, Kentucky: The University Press of Kentucky, 1999. Illustrations, Maps, Bibliographic Essay, End Notes, Index, 229 pages. ISBN: 0-8131-2089-6.


One of the best, and most needed works to appear in 1999 is Edward Skeen’s book on the “Bulwark of the Nation.” The book is topically arranged exploring the history of the militia prior to the War, Congressional and State expectations of what the militia was to be, its organization, and its use in the various sections of the country.


It of course answers the question of just what manual of arms was most in use, particularly in the west. Stueben’s Blue Book was the standard work followed for the management of troops. To a certain extent, and mostly in Ohio, Duane’s Rifle manual was used. Skeen also points out that the regulars probably followed the more numerous militia in using Stueben. Naturally this is not the last word on the topic, but it goes a long way toward it.


The most important chapter for us is the Fifth Chapter which is on the militia in the west. This begins with a treatment of the Boyd-Harrison feud which erupted from the ashes of Tippecanoe. What is disappointing is that the chapter merely recounts things without adding much to the historiography. And, “the West” seems to be Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Even though not much is going on Missouri, or any other western area sans combat, it would be interesting to study what the militia was doing. Skeen concentrates on combat and operations.


What is clear from this work is that the Regular Army is a mere auxiliary to the militia. Interestingly, it seems as though the various states in the west were well on their way to establishing private state armies toward the end of the war since the federal government appeared incapable of defending them commonly.


The last disappointing aspect is the neglect of Canadian militia units. Conspicuously missing are the Battle of Prairie du Chien, Missouri Rangers, and Mississippi Volunteers.


What makes the book so worthwhile is the treatment of the perception of the militia as the bulwark of the nation, the lip-service to and real belief in that sentiment by politicians. Their overall record was quite dismal such that when spectacular feats were accomplished they played well in the press. The Defense of Ft. Meigs, the Battle of the Thames (in which the dreaded bogeyman Tecumseh was killed), and the Battle of New Orleans are good examples of media hype and slant which deeply affected public opinion for many years, wrongly.


Citizen Soldiers is a must read for any War of 1812 library, and undoubtedly will be the standard on the topic. Now someone needs to write Subject Soldiers for the Canadians. Grade A.


—David M. Grabitske











�
UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events


September 10-12	Star-Spangled Banner Weekend	Baltimore, Maryland


September 23	BRIGADE DRILL and MEETINGS	Ft. Snelling


October 8-9-10	Mississinewa	Marion, Indiana


	The Mythical Land of Rubberheads and Frontier Opulence


	Now a THREE DAY EVENT, plan to get there before Friday!


October 9	National War of 1812 (in the East) Symposium	Washington, DC


October 15-17	Fort Osage, 1812	Sibley, Missouri


	Special Dedication of the 1812 Military Gravestones 


October 27	FINAL BRIGADE MEETING OF 1999	Ft. Snelling


	Speakers and Sites for the WINTER TALKS will be chosen 


November 5-7	Ft. Jackson in the War of 1812	Wetumpka, Alabama


January 8-9	Battle of New Orleans	Chalmette, Louisiana


Spring	Tenth Annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium	Arrow Rock, Missouri


	Bennett needs speakers, Brigade should comply.


May 20-21	Northwest Co. and the War of 1812	Pine City, Minnesota


	All new Vignettes for 2000!


	More Canadians!


May 29	Memorial Day Time-Line	Ft. Snelling


June 24-26	Fete du St. Jean Baptiste at Sibley Historic Site	Mendota, Minnesota


	Brand New Event, Encampment at Faribault House


	The Role of J-B Faribault in the War of 1812

















Office of the Brigade Adjutant


Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Historic Fort Snelling


Fort Snelling History Center


Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111





Address Service Requested
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