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Capt. Taylor’s Coy., Seventh U. S. Infy.:

	Scott Nevalainen, Sergeant
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	(507) 477-2734
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	(320) 629-6256

USS Carolina Gun Crew:

	Rich Williams, Gunner’s Mate
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Newsletter Submissions Disclaimer:

All reviews of Books, Movies, Events, material culture, &c. are the opinions of the authors, and are not necessarily the view of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812, its leaders, or its constituents. Though space for rebuttal in following issues is limited, such articles will be printed in their entirety, and may be split-up and printed in consecutive issues at the editor’s discretion. 
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Tippecanoe 188 Years Later

November 4. The effulgent afternoon provided the most conducive opportunity for travel either I or my usual traveling companion, Mr. Thos. Shaw, could recall. We met at the opulent headquarters of the galactic empire of Minnesota History in the capital commons area of St. Paul and proceeded with some haste to Walker Methodist in southern Minneapolis to exchange my battle-worn Chevrolet for a German made wonder. Unused to driving while light, we living history vampires set out for Lafayette, Indiana, for the Midwest Open Air Museums Fall Conference. Our route given the situation was determined for LaCrosse via Red Wing, a tasty feast for our eyes compared to the fair gruel of Interstate 94 through Wisconsin. Night fell and Tomah was found in its usual location, we browsed the Antique Mall while stretching weary legs and re-inflating our posteriors. We had a light repast for ourselves and the conveyance before setting out for Chicago-and-beyond.

November 5. Chicago-and-beyond turned out to be Indiana, but nonetheless discouraged we arrived at the Knights Inn of Lafayette for the first of two nights. In the truest form of Junkers, this boarding house was half-timbered throughout with veneer walnut beams and trims, ponderous window treatment, small nap Sherwood Forest green carpeting over warped sheathing, all of which ineffectively decorated the room, mercifully shrouding it in darkness. Whether the owners were effecting a 1970s retro look, or had not changed the decor since was hard to tell, but my suspicions were the latter. It was 1:30 when we repaired to the Cheshire-cum-Inn. Later aroused by a bumptious shaft of light which had been run through the treatments in an effort to impale our tenebrous lodgings, I half expected to see a melancholy effusion of the lightless contents spilt outside the door. We crossed the highway to the conference where the day was spent profitably hearing various presentations. The costumed regale was opened along with a silent auction that evening. Mr. Shaw was smartly dressed in tails and involved himself in every jig, waltz and Virginia reel while I became acquainted with the Radisson’s restroom.

November 6. After the loquacious speeches of the morning, I found myself before the vaunted board of the MOMCC to say a few words concerning the status of its publication. Few words indeed were said and I excused myself to associate with Mr. Shaw and a number of Lincoln Log Cabin denizens for a delicate repast. We said our fare-thee-wells and searched out the Tippecanoe Battlefield. It was found where it has usually been since November 7, 1811. The autumnal radiance resplendent during our visit contrasted with what might be generously stated as an invigorating evening 188 years ago. The great oaks on the camp ground stood proudly nude, their leaves deafly crunching beneath our feet. Spencer’s line was inspected and then Capt. Snelling’s position was found. We journeyed to Prophetstown and noted the approach to the battlefield. Imagining two Miami standing on the knoll midway observing the bivouacking Americans, we could well understand their delight with the well-marked encampment courtesy the warming fires.





POSTINGS

Changes of Address:

Steve Abolt

423 West Cadbury Drive

Lynchburg, VA 24501-2334

sacbg7@lynchburg.net



David & Sally Bennett

406 West Street

Parkville, MO 64152-3747

h-816-505-9806

ebclemson@webtv.net



Edward & Ang Reidell

4107 Maple Street

Vancouver, WA 98660

h-360-695-6575

anged@pacifier.com



Marc & Becky (from Green Bay) Stevens

339 Manchester Drive

Green Bay, WI 54303

h-920-429-0877



Weddings This Year:

Becky Haeny to Marc Stevens, Sept. 25

Melinda Trainor to Matthew Hutchinson, October 16

Andrea (Ang) Johnson to Edward Reidell, November 27

Anne Dirkens to Roy Neal, December 4

The Brigade extends its best wishes to the happy couples as they begin their lives together.



Jobs Available:

Site Manager (Part Time)

Hay Lake Museums (Scandia)

Washington County Historical Society

P. O. Box 167

Stillwater, MN 55082



Director & Assistant Director

Admiral Nimitz Museum, Austin TX

Contact Jefferson R. Spilman for info

h-972-594-0424



School Program Facilitator

History Lesson Instructor

Project Specialist, Exhibits

Library Processing Coordinator

Paper and Book Conservator

Textile Conservator

Web Developer

All at Minnesota Historical Society

Call the Jobs Line, 651-296-0542

Hey, Spilman’s Back!

Jeff Spilman will be returning to Minnesota to spend the holidays with his family and friends, December 23-26. OK, mostly with his family, but he desires to see his pards in Minnesota. Therefore, he will be arriving around 8 PM on December 23 at Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport. He will convene and commune with whoever may be available at Champs on West Seventh in St. Paul around 8:30 or 9 PM.

WHO:		Jefferson R. Spilman & You!

WHAT:		Informal Get-Together

WHEN:		9 PM December 23, 1999

WHERE:	Champs, West Seventh

WHY:		Why Not?

HOW:		Too complicated; just be there!

INFO:		651-690-9680



German Dinner

Duetsches Kulturschaff wollen Weinachten am Sonnabend Dezember 11, 1999, gelassen, nach die Bergers Bauerhaus, Historic Murphy’s Landing, Shakopee, Minnesota. This is a potluck of German dishes. There will also be German Christmas Carol Singing, and our host Mike Murray will hide a pickle in the tree for us. Rich will provide the historical significance thereof. A good time is bound to occur, as it did last year, so come and enjoy the way Christmas was meant to be.

WHO:		Herrn und Damen, andren Luete.

WHAT:		Food & Song, Good Times

WHEN:	6 PM Dez. 11, 1999.

WHERE:	Historic Murphy’s Landing, Shakopee

WHY:		Christmas is better in German!

HOW:		German is the language of heaven.

INFO:		612-496-2247



I Wish I Was In New Orleans

Erik James Olsrud will host the annual N’awlins party on the day of the anniversary, January 8, 2000. This is your opportunity to experience southern cooking, both in making and eating. If you need a recipe for gumbo, red beans and rice, dirty rice, jambalaya, crawfish and oysters, shrimp and fish, poor boy, muffuletta, etc., call Erik at 612-823-5690. While it is true New Orleans was an American victory, the Mississippi Volunteers are especially invited to join Capt. Taylor’s and the rest of the Brigade, since New Orleans has celebrated 185 years of peace. It is also a party celebrated in the Young Republic, and therefore these good times can be recalled in your interpretation at the fort next summer!

WHO:		UMB, Ft. People, Applehans & Friends

WHAT:		Eighth of January Party & Food, Food, Food!

WHEN:		6-ish to very late, January 8, 2000

WHERE:	3148 Pilsbury Ave. South, Minneapolis

WHY:		185 Years of Peace, and its a lot of fun!

HOW:		Well, no one’s been disagreeable there in years.

INFO:		612-823-5690







�Instructions relative to the packing of Small Arms in Boxes, for preservation and transportation.

�The boxes in which small arms have commonly been packed, have been experienced to be inconvenient and insufficient. When they are made to contain 25 stands each, they are too wide to admit of good stowage in common waggons and carts, and are besides too heavy to be conveniently handled. The boxes have often been made of rough boards, not sufficiently seasoned, or wet, and with open joints, from which causes many of the arms have been greatly injured.

It is thought advisable that in future the boxes should be made to contain but twenty stands of arms each. They should, in all cases, be made of sound boards about one inch thick, planed smooth, put together with close joints, and the sides and ends nailed to corner pieces of hard wood. The boards, and wood for the corner pieces, as well as for the cleats and battens, should not only be thoroughly seasoned before they are planed, but be laid up under cover for several months afterwards, in order to become perfectly dry, as the least dampness in the box will occasion the arms to rust immediately. The sides and ends of the boxes must invariably be made each of an entire piece, and the cover should also be of a single piece, if possible; but wherever the top or bottom of the box shall be made up of two pieces, they should be matched together with tongue and groove, and a close joint, it being very important to exclude the air as much as possible. The corner pieces, when dressed should be 2¼ inches wide and about 1¼ inches thick, and of such wood as to receive a nail without splitting, and hold it firmly. The boxes should be securely put together with good nails about 2¼ inches in length, and the bottom should be secured with at least two wood screws at each end, of about 2 inches in length, because the whole weight of the arms rests on the bottom near the ends, and without the assistance of screws, a sudden jolt may start the nails.

Two cleats of a length to correspond with the interior width of the box, should be nailed to the cover or lid, about 12 inches from the ends; these will cause the cover to come readily to its place, and give support to the sides.

When the arms are packed, the cover should be nailed on with nails of a smaller size than are used in constructing the other parts, otherwise it might be difficult to open the box without splitting the cover.

Each box should have at each end a becket of strong rope for the convenience of handling. The rope should be of a size to fill a hole of half an inch in diameter. The holes in the ends should be bored about an inch above the center of the box.

The boxes being completed, the arms are to be packed in two layers of ten each, the muzzles alternately towards either end, and the first musket placed with the side plate, and not the lock, next to the side of the box. The bayonets of the first layer should be passed through the swivel of the middle band, and those of the second layer through the swivel of the guard.

Each layer of muskets should be secured by three battens, which should not, as heretofore been practised, be nailed to the sides of the box, but be secured down at each end by a kind of cross cleat with a notch in it sufficient to receive the end of the batten, and prevent its rising or having any kind of lateral motion after the cross cleats are nailed, which mus be done with small nails, not to penetrate through the side of the box.

Slips of wood must be inserted between each musket, and those by the sides of it in such a manner as effectually to secure them from galling or chafing in transportation.

Every box should be branded on both ends, immediately above the becket, with the letters �U. S. 20 MUSKETS, and just below the becket with the name of the contractor or of the armory where made.

On top of the cover might be branded this side up.

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT,

Washington, August 13, 1814.





Stephen E. Osman Papers. Ordnance.

[Consolidated Correspondence Files 331

National Archives]





�

[War Department Stationery Letterhead, 1812-1821. Note the 18 Stars.]

�Armory U. S. Arsenal

18th Octr. 1813

Sir;

Mr. Whitneys musket has been examined and the result is as follows.���___

Including the bayonet the musket is 2 1/8 inches shorter than my pattern, and the barrel is the same length, the deficiency therefore is in the bayonet.___The Stock has but 1 7/8 fall in the butt, when it ought to have 2¼ inches to make it convenient for sighting. Also, the lower part of the butt is too long___when the gun is brought to an order in a perpendicular position, the screw in the butt strikes first, when the heel of the butt ought to___neither is the workmanship any of the best, particularly telling in the lock.___

The barrel is very crooked, and the breech not water tight___and not withstanding the barrel is filled & very much weakened at the touch hole, the edge of the hammer is above the upper edge of the flat on the barrel___The bayonet is 2 inches short for a barrel of 3 Ft 6 inches long, rather weak and at the edges much too thin.___The Mainspring is very indifferent, & the toe of the hammer too sharp, otherwise the lock is not to be complained of.

The bow of the guard is too large, and too great an opening bet. the triggar.____

I am Sir;

Your Obt. Servt.

MT Wickham

Callender Irvine Esqr.

Com.y General  N.B. The side and breech pins ought to have a courser thread.

�



�& BOOK REVIEW & BOOK REVIEW & BOOK REVIEW & BOOK REVIEW & BOOK REVIEW &

�Robert V. Remini, The Battle of New Orleans: Andrew Jackson and America’s First Military Victory. New York: Viking Penguin, 1999. 226 pages, illustrations, maps, index, bibliographic essay, end notes. ISBN: 0-670-88551-7. $24.95

Every generation is encouraged to reexamine history, to reinterpret it for meaning is lost from one generation to the next. It is gratifying to see many books on the War of 1812 being produced, and great to see one on New Orleans from the master scholar of Andrew Jackson. However, that is also the major failing of this book.

Just as Walter Lord did in Dawn’s Early Light, Remini treats the New Orleans campaign in the setting of its theater. Remini rightly focuses on the New Orleans end of the operation, and the tight writing brings out the complexity of the situation nicely. He draws on many primary sources to effect the sights, sounds and smells for the common foot soldier. The Herculean effort to move men and material from the fleet at the mouth of Lake Borgne through the swamps to Chalmette by the Royal Navy sailors is highly detailed.

Other matters of detail concerning the various American military are very good. Each of the units is described with exactness, except in a few circumstances he only notes “an infantry company” without saying which one. The difficulty in describing American assets comes to the fore most notably where the navy is concerned. The USS Carolina was said to have been manned with Baratarians (page 47) when but a few pages earlier (35) he states that the Carolina was sent to destroy the pirates of Barataria. The Carolina was crewed largely by New Englanders (see Mudduck October 1999). The single paragraph describing the naval fight on Lake Borgne was yet another in a long line of differing synopses. The reference material on this action is sadly small, and possibly misunderstood, and therefore a strong candidate for research.

All of the forgoing are truly concerning, but the major fault of the book is in unmitigated bias for Andrew Jackson. For the initiated Remini’s affection for Jackson is well-known on account of his comprehensive three volume biography, but the casual reader is likely to swallow whole the unacknowledged bent. Historians attempt fairness in labeling events and persons, never turning them into revered icons nor objects of scorn. Remini in short has enshrined Andrew Jackson as a paragon of godlike rectitude and disinterested patriotism. Nothing of course is further from the truth. Jackson outright hated the British and wanted to do everything possible to kill, main, and destroy anything which smacked of Englishness. Remini praises Jackson’s proclamation of martial law, never questioning it though many at the time did. Remini praises this slave-owner turned general who accepted African-American soldiers into his ranks. The truth may be closer to the point that the legislature of Louisiana told him he could not enroll them, and he decided to anyway because it was his will and who were these politicians anyway? Jackson did not care that politicians told him he could not invade Florida, but he did anyway in 1814, taking Mobile and Pensacola. Remini makes no effort to account for Jackson’s willfulness, demagoguery, and tyrannical nature. Jackson is simply made out to be a godlike patriot. This extreme bias is highly ruinous to an otherwise acceptable book about the campaign.

Remini does a very credible job describing the euphoria in the wake of victory at New Orleans and how that propelled Jackson into the presidency. He characterizes Jackson’s elevation as the usual and just rewards for proficiency in battle, a la Washington, Grant, and Eisenhower. That may be true but Remini failed to note the change in national policy brought by Jackson, and the particularly devastating negative effects he would bring on the economy, Indians, civics, and much more.

Lastly, the title is highly suspect. New Orleans was hardly America’s first military victory, and the veterans of Saratoga, Fallen Timbers, the USS Essex, USS Constitution, Chippewa, and Lundy’s Lane, among others, have every right to dispute it. A universally risky statement is proclaiming any event the first; there is nothing new under the sun. And, thankfully, this book is not the last on the Battle of New Orleans.

Since Remini is an effective writer, the book is a quick and enjoyable read, but the bias is overwhelming and ruinous. Grade C+.

—David Grabitske



Allan R. Millet, “Caesar and the Conquest of the Northwest Territory.” Timeline, 1997 (3 parts): 2-21 (May-June), 2-19 (July-August), 2-21 (September-October). A publication of the Ohio Historical Society.

There are times when a cigarette is entirely appropriate after a read. This is one of those times. Millet has taken a global view of the “War for Ohio, 1790-1813.”

The first installment deals with President Washington’s conquest of Ohio, and his general, Anthony Wayne. He also introduces a young Shawnee named Tecumseh fighting at Fallen Timbers. The second describes the Tippecanoe Campaign of William Henry Harrison. This is one of very few Tippecanoe descriptions that gets it right. There are, for the record, only eight companies of the Fourth, and one each of the Rifle and Seventh regiments. The last is Harrison’s 1813 Campaign which resulted in the death of Tecumseh and the security of Ohio, forever.

The unifying theme is the study of Caesar’s Commentaries by both Wayne and Harrison, and with Millet’s period style of referencing the Latin and Greek classics, the product is truly gratifying. It makes sense for a republic so in-tune with the classical world for its generals to turn to the advice of classical generals. Fortunately, the comparison of a well-organized Roman army conquering an undisciplined, fractious foe translated to the situation in North America about 1800 years later.

Every 1812 scholar ought to have a copy of Millet’s work in order to more properly understand the War for Ohio during the War of 1812. There are still copies available, cigarettes not included. Grade A+.

—David Grabitske



�UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events

December 11	Duetsches Kulturschaff zum Bergers Bauerhaus, Murphy’s Landing	Shakopee, Minnesota

December 18	Winter Solstice at Pat Bauer’s House, 6 PM till ????	Minneapolis, Minn.

December 23	Hey, Spilman’s Back! at Champs on West Seventh, 9 PM	St. Paul, Minnesota

January 8-9	Battle of New Orleans	Chalmette, Louisiana

January 8	“I Wish I was in New Orleans Party” Erik Olsrud’s	Minneapolis, Minn.

	3148 South Pilsbury Ave., Minneapolis, phone: 612/823-5690 

	Pot-luck of Cajun Food, Pecan Pies, and Good Tunes!!!

	Best Mid-Winter activity to shake off the Blues

	Mississippi Volunteers & the ‘Rest of the UMB’ strongly encouraged to attend!

January 26	WINTER TALK, Eric Ferguson on Web Resources	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55

February 23	WINTER TALK, David Grabitske on MHS Library Resources	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55

March 22	WINTER TALK, Brenda Williams or Thomas Lawrence	Cheshire Inn, Hwy 55

March 25-26	Tenth Annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium	Arrow Rock, Missouri

	Bennett needs speakers, James Lundgren to Speak!

	Grady Manus, Erik Hansen, Michael D. Harris, and David Bennett will also speak

	Some of the UMB planning to go early to see sites in Kansas City.

May 20-21	Northwest Co. and the War of 1812	Pine City, Minnesota

	All new Vignettes for 2000!

	More Canadians!

May 29	Memorial Day Time-Line	Ft. Snelling

June 24-26	Fete du St. Jean Baptiste at Sibley Historic Site	Mendota, Minnesota

	Brand New Event, Encampment at Faribault House

	The Role of J-B Faribault in the War of 1812













Office of the Brigade Adjutant

Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812

Historic Fort Snelling

Fort Snelling History Center

Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111



Address Service Requested
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