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NEXT MEETING


October 27


FFORT SNELLING E


6:30 p.m.


Brigade Drill





Brigade & Company Meetings





The Mudduck� EMBED PBrush  ���


Newsletter of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Reflections of Ft. Madison


by James McCarthy





It was Friday morning, August 6th, about 1:00 in the morning, and the weather was beautiful here. Doug St. John kindly provided transportation and he set out in his pick up truck to get the rest of the crew. His first stop was Greg Campbell, then over to James McCarthy, then a short hop to James Lundgren’s residence. We loaded the truck up with all of our personal gear and climbed into the cab and settled in for a long night’s drive. 


We drove through the night to reach our first destination, the Amana Colonies, at about 8:00 in the morning. The Amana Colonies are five small villages each about 3 miles apart from each other. Most of the buildings in the colonies were built in about the 1860s, so the architecture is beautiful. Each Colony has its own set of little shops to peruse and visit. Most of the shops are geared toward being gift shops for with a handful of antique stores here and there. We toured a furniture store and clock shop where we were able to watch the products being built before our eyes. A woolen mill was also located in one of the colonies and was an interesting sight to see, as they also had the factory viewable for visitors. We spent a few hours in the Amana Colonies, then decided to head out and make our way to Ft. Madison.


Ft. Madison was another few hours down the road and we were all happy to finally arrive and get a chance to stretch our legs. We were the first group to arrive at the Fort, so we made our way inside to chat with the site staff. After introductions we hauled all our gear inside the fort and set our selves up, chose our bunks, and planned out the weekend. We waited quite a while until some members of the Missouri Rangers started to show up. After Bennett and some members of his unit had settled in, both units, the Missouri Rangers, and Captain Lucas’s Company went out for dinner at a nice restaurant not too far from the fort. After dinner we all headed back to the barracks slowly and found more event participants had shown up, including another unit, the Illinois Rangers. 


A member from the Illinois Rangers was chosen as CO for the event, a Captain, and Bennett helped out greatly as a Lieutenant. Saturday ended up being a dreary day, so Captain Lucas’s Company did not set up the Fur Trade camp they had planned on doing. Instead we helped out as soldiers. Visitor turn out was not bad for the site, around 60, but proved to be a nice relaxing day for us. We were able to help fire the artillery piece a couple of times each day, and participated in a skit of a court martial. Doug St. John was one of the soldiers being court martialed and was surprisingly found not guilty. Saturday night concluded with a large group of us returning to the restaurant again for a nice dinner in an air conditioned building. 


�
BRIGADE MINUTES


Almost no one showed, drill dispensed with.


Ferguson reported 370 hits to the website for the last month. Traffic is increasing.


Upcoming Events—MISSISSINEWA is now a three day affair, dispensing with school tours on Friday in favor of a battle. Those planning on going are R & B Williams, S & B Johnson, Olsrud, McNutt, Ferguson, Lawrence, and perhaps a few others. WATERLOO 2000 is postponed till 2001, since 2000 conflicts with the 200th anniversary of Napoleon’s victory at Marengo in Italy. SYMPOSIUM definitely set for March in Arrow Rock, MO. Lundgren will uphold the tradition of a Minnesota speaker!





CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING


Ferguson, Lundgren, R. & B. Williams. Prospective member George Edwards.


Discussion of trip to Mississinewa.





CAPT. LUCAS’ COY. MEETING 


Do to busy school schedules, business travel and fall hunting in Minnesota Captain Lucas Company has put in for winter, however we are planning and looking at events for 2000.


The unit is planning on attending the Spring Symposium at Arrow Rock.


We are also looking into Ft. Erie for the summer of 2000.


Doug St. John is still working on Artillery displays. 


James Lundgren is working on developing and researching artillery drill manuals for our time period.


A unit meeting will be called in October to discuss events for 2000, and setup winter research meetings at (MHS). 


We had a great year as a new unit and look forward to new adventures and sites in 2000. 





CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING


DUES are most definitely DUE. Pay Erik Olsrud $10 and you will continue to get this rag. So far Olsrud, Reidell, Fenner, Shaw, Grabitske, Bauer, and a few others have paid.





USS CAROLINA SCUTTLEBUTT


A rather slow month as many things such as going back to graduate school interfered with my 1812 activities. A packet of back copies of the Mudduck is being put together to be sent to our friends in Baltimore in exchange for back copies of their newsletter. A possible contact name has been found for the brig USS Niagara and hopefully in the next month communications will commence with that organization. No word as yet concerning drill manuals for pike and cutlass, but work is continuing.























Ft. Madison cont’d. from Page 43…


Sunday was a much nicer day weather wise. We were able to set up our fur camp and we spent pretty much the entire day interpreting to visitors in the camp. Most of the Missouri Rangers started packing up and heading home early Saturday. As the Missouri Rangers were headed out the gate, the Illinois Rangers began packing and leaving. By noon the only people left were Fort Madison Staff members and Captain Lucas’s Company. We were able to fire the artillery piece a couple more times, and in the late afternoon we also began packing up and heading out. We said our good-byes, we were very thankful for the opportunity to be at the event. Before we left town we enjoyed a refreshing shower after a weekend with out. No one wanted to be smelly on the trip home. The trip home was relaxing, as we made our way back to Minnesota. We ended up arriving home around midnight, which was earlier than had been expected. 


We all had a great time on this trip. The event was fun, and we all made sure we had a blast with what ever we were doing. This event made for a very nice weekend, and we will all keep it in mind for the upcoming years. 





For those of you wondering about model 1808 cartridge boxes from Bob Snouffer (whose boxes are so good they are nearly originals), his tin tray supplier has not been making any. As soon as he finds another source for the tins, boxes will be available. Taylor’s Coy. has leather belts available for the small sum of $40/pair.



































War of 1812 


in the West 


SYMPOSIUM





March 25-26, 2000


Arrow Rock, Missouri





FEATURING:


Grady Manus


James Lundgren


Michael D. Harris


Erik Hansen


David Bennett








Of Headless Horsemen…


During October one cannot escape the celebration of Halloween. One of the popular stories annually retold is that of Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” (1819) The story is of the 1790s competition between the resident Abraham “Brom Bones” Van Brunt and the itinerant schoolmaster Ichabod Crane for the hand of Katrina Van Tassel, “the pretty daughter of a substantial Dutch farmer.” Brom Bones essentially brings to life the local legend of the ghost of a Hessian killed in combat during the revolution when his head was carried away by a cannon ball. 


What has all this to do with the War of 1812? Irving left the story ambiguous as to what became of Ichabod Crane, whether Brom killed him or chased him off. Recently while perusing the List of Officers of the Navy of the United States and of the Marine Corps, 1775-1900 by Edward W. Callahan, the only man by the name of Crane who served in the Marine Corps was none other than Ichabod B. Crane, First Liuetenant from 1809 to 1812. Perhaps after his encounter with the Headless Horseman, Master Crane served in the Marines!


Happy Halloween!





�
U. S. Naval Squadron—New Orleans, 1814


�
From a packet assembled by Rich Williams


In over all command of the U. S. Navy in the New Orleans theater was 29 year-old Master Commandant Daniel T. Patterson. Commodore Patterson was originally appointed Midship�man on August 20, 1800. Promoted to Lieutenant on January 24, 1807, he attained his rank on July 24, 1813. As a result of his competency and heroism during the New Orleans campaign he was promoted to Captain as of February 28, 1815.





The Fleet at New Orleans.


There were fifteen vessels in the squadron stationed at New Orleans. The best known is the schooner Carolina built in Charleston, South Carolina in 1812 at a cost of $8,743. She displaced 230 tons and was rated at 14 guns. She was 89 feet, 6 inches long on the deck, a beam of 24 feet, 4 inches, and a hold of 11 feet, 4 inches in depth. Her original armament was twelve 12-pounder carronades and three long nine-pounders. However, other sources indicate that at New Orleans the Carolina mounted ten 6-pounders and two 12-pounders mounted on swivel bases, one each on the bow and stern. Or, she may have had twelve 12-pounder carronades and two long 12-pounders. Her compliment was 70, all regular navy and mainly from New England. The Carolina was under the command of John D. Henley, who actually outranked Commodore Patterson. Henley was commissioned a midshipman October 14, 1799, lieutenant on January 3, 1807, and commander on July 24, 1813. In command of the Carolina Henley held the local rank of Captain, though he did not attain that until March 5, 1817. The Carolina was burned and sunk in the battle, December 27, 1814.


Originally a merchant sloop built in New Orleans in 1812 at a cost of $15,500, the USS Louisiana displaced 341 tons, and rated 16 guns (which were to be 24-pounders). She measured 99 feet, 6 inches on the deck, beam of 28 feet, and a 14 foot deep hold. Louisiana was unmanned at the start of the campaign, and commanded by Captain Charles C. B. Thompson. He entered the navy as a midshipman December 22, 1802, and promoted to lieutenant as of February 15, 1809. After the war he continued to serve, and achieved the rank of captain by 1825.


There were six of President Jefferson’s gunboats attached to the squadron. No. 5 was built in Baltimore by William Price. It was launched March 1, 1805. Its crew of 36 manned the long 24-pounder and four 12-pounder carronades. No. 23 was built by John Connel and Peter Miles at Charleston, (West) Virginia during 1807-1808. She was armed with a long 32-pounder and four 6-pounders, crewed by 39 men. No. 65 was built in Matthews County, Virginia by John Patterson and Hunley Gayle in 1807-1808. It had an unknown compliment and armament. No. 65 was sold after the war. Numbers 156, 162 and 163 were either built by James Marsh in Charleston, South Carolina or by Francis Saltus in Beaufort, North Carolina in 1807-1808. 156 was armed with a long 24-pounder and four 12-pounder carronades. It was crewed by 41 men. 162 was armed with a long 24-pounder and four 6-pounders. It had a crew of 35. No. 163 was armed with a long 24-pounder and two 12-pounder carronades. All of the gunboats were captured in the battle of Lake Borgne on December 14, 1814, except No. 65 which was patrolling the Mississippi near Fort St. Philip.


USS Alligator was a sloop that was used as a tender. Its builder and dimensions are unknown. It was purchased in New Orleans in 1812, and armed with a 4-pounder. It had a crew of 8. It was captured along with the gunboats on Lake Borgne. USS Seahorse was a sloop used as a tender on Lake Borgne. Its builder and dimensions are unknown. It was purchased in 1812 in New Orleans. It mounted a single 6-pounder. Its crew of 14 burned her to prevent capture by the British on the night of December 13, 1814. USS Tickler was a dispatch sloop used as a bomb ketch, purchased in August 1812. It was 50 tons, but further dimensions and its builder are not known. It was sold in New Orleans in 1818.


Four other vessels were in the area, but their use in the campaign is unknown. USS Etna or Aetna was a 220 ton ketch purchased in New Orleans in 1813 to replace a vessel of the same name lost the year before. It was rated for eleven guns, and in 1816 was armed with two long 6-pounders and two 7¼ inch howitzers. It was condemned in New Orleans in 1817. USS Bulldog was a two gun felucca purchased in New Orleans in 1814. She was sold in New Orleans in 1821. USS Eagle was a twelve gun schooner purchased in 1814, one of three so-named vessels during the war. It was sold in 1820. USS Tchefonta was a block ship started in New Orleans in 1813. It was 152 feet, 9 inches on deck, drew 8 feet, 6 inches, and was rated for 22 guns. She was armed with 32-pounder long guns and 42-pounder carronades. Work ceased on her during the summer of 1814, and was in the dock during the battle. It was later sold while still on the stocks.





The Campaign.


During the first two years of the war the squadron basically consisted of the gunboats, although others were soon acquired. The squadron dealt mostly with pirates and did what it could to lift the growing blockade of New Orleans by British ships. In July 1814, the Carolina was sent to bolster the squadron and to help deal with the Baratarians. On September 16 Patterson, the Carolina and the six gunboats raided Barataria. They captured 80 men, six schooners, 8 other vessels, and a quantity of booty.


Sensing that New Orleans was becoming more a target in early December, Andrew Jackson wanted to impress sailors to man the Louisiana since enlistment was slow due to a lack of bounty money. Commodore Patterson dispatched gunboats Nos. 5, 23, 156, 162 and 163 accompanied by two tenders and a dispatch boat to patrol the entrance to Lake Borgne. Gunboat 65 was sent down the Mississippi to patrol near Fort St. Philip.


On December 13 the gunboat flotilla spotted the British fleet, withdrawing up Lake Borgne. The lake is very shallow, and does not allow for large, deep drafted ships. The British sent 42 armed launches filled with 980 to 1200 sailors and marines against the flotilla’s 183 men and 23 guns. The tender Seahorse was sent to protect stores on the shore of the lake. She fought seven British launches for one-half hour before the crew burned both ship and stores to prevent capture.


The commander of the Lake Borgne flotilla was Lieutenant Thomas ap Catesby Jones. He had entered the navy as a midshipman November 22, 1805, and promoted to his rank May 24, 1812. After the war he made captain March 11, 1829, and continued to serve the navy until he was placed on the Reserve List in September 1855.


On December 14, Lt. Catesby Jones lined up his gunboat flotilla between two islands, virtually grounded in the shallows of Lake Borgne in a still wind. The lighter launches of the British were gaining. At 10:50 am the Battle of Lake Borgne commenced. The tender Alligator was first captured. Lt. Jones’ gunboat was assailed by Captain Lockyer, the Royal Navy commander of the launches. The gunboats quickly sunk two of the launches and repulsed the attack twice, before British sailors climbed aboard Jones’ gunboat and used it against the other gunboats. Casualties amounted to 17 British dead and 77 wounded; and 6 Americans dead and 35 wounded. Among the wounded were both Captain Lockyer and Lt. Jones. The remaining 142 American prisoners and their vessels were added to the British fleet. The battle ended at 12:30 p.m.


The next day when word of the defeat reached New Orleans, the Louisiana Legislature authorized a $6000 bounty for Patterson, and $24 bounties for anyone enlisting for three months service in the Navy. 80 volunteer for service aboard the Louisiana, mostly merchant men from the docks of New Orleans—Yankees, Portuguese, Norwegians, Spanish, Greeks, Italians, Germans, Arabs, Hindus and Swedes. Some were induced to enlist by threats of arrest (Jackson had declared martial law and was exercising supreme power). 


When Andrew Jackson attacked the British camp during the night of December 23, the Carolina began the battle by drifting down stream into position, anchoring by the bow 160 yards off the British flank. At 7:30 p.m. the command, “Now boys, give it to them, damn their eyes!” commenced the broadsides into the British camp. The grapeshot continued until Jackson’s troops mixed into the British. Over the next three days Carolina continued to periodically shell the British encampment, striking the field hospital in the process. She cannot move back upriver because of lack of favorable winds and the strong current. Louisiana was then brought down to support Jackson’s line.


On December 27, the British complete a levee battery of two 9-pounders, four 6-pounders, two 5½ inch howitzers, and a 5½ inch mortar. Using a furnace, they fire hot shot into the Carolina, which ignited the magazine in a magnificent explosion 800 yards off shore. Her crew escaped, and some of the guns were later salvaged. Louisiana was towed and dragged further upstream. Carolina crew were then assigned to a land battery under Lt. Charles E. Crawley. The next day a British reconnaissance force probed Jackson’s line. Louisiana broadsided the British advance, knocked out the levee battery and stopped the British advance. She fired 800 rounds during the battle.


Louisiana landed two 12-pounders and a 24-pounder on the right bank of the Mississippi on December 29. Patterson commenced building a land battery manned by sailors. The next day, while Louisiana was moored a depot for ammunition and gunpowder near the battery, additional guns were taken ashore. Patterson’s battery covered a mile of the river. Captain John D. Henley was assigned to command the battery opposite New Orleans. By New Year’s Day Patterson’s right bank battery consisted of three long 24-pounders, six long 12-pounders, and three field pieces pointed down range; all manned by 106 sailors. Carolina sailors man Battery No. 2 under Lt. Otho Norris, 17 men and one iron 24-pounder. Norris entered the navy as a midshipman January 16, 1809. He was promoted to Lieutenant July 24, 1813. After the war he made master commandant March 3, 1827, and was lost when the USS Hornet sunk on September 10, 1829 off Tampico. Other sailors from the Carolina served Battery No. 4 or No. 5 (depending on how they are counted.) Lt. Crawley commanded 16 men and one iron 32-pounder. The 32-pounder was struck and silenced during the attack.


The main battle occurred on January 8, 1815. Carolina soldiers manned the same batteries as on the first of the year. As there were no round shot for the 32-pounder, it fired grape and landidage. The 24-pounders were also low on round shot. The British infantry broke against the batteries. On the right bank Patterson’s battery was overrun when Kentucky and Louisiana militia broke and ran. Patterson spiked the guns. Louisiana did not fire a round until the British began to retreat.


Patterson’s sailors reoccupy the guns of the right bank on the tenth, and through the thirteenth they harassed the British encampment. From the ninth through the seventeenth the British fleet shelled Fort St. Philip, before withdrawing. The campaign for New Orleans was over.





Miscellaneous Notes on the Navy.


Sailors signed on for the cruise, not for set enlistments. Sailors were awarded prize money, of which the government receives half and the ship half. Of the ship’s portion, it was divided into shares, with the petty officers receiving three and the rest of the crew getting three.


Work on the ship began at 4:00 a.m. with the command “All Hands!” 7:00 a.m. was breakfast, eight men to a mess. Mornings were spent on gun drill and sailing evolutions. Noon was dinner, followed by a grog ration at 12:30. Ship duty was from 1 until 4:00 p.m. Supper was later, followed by another grog ration. Rum was issued until 1806 and whiskey was used thereafter. The crew was divided into two watches, starboard and larboard. 


�
Garrison Life of Daniel Hosbrook’s Company at Ft. Amanda


by David M. Grabitske


�
The following was compiled from the journal of Ensign William Schillinger. The service of Daniel Hosbrook’s Company of Ohio Militia lasted 181 days in 1813. In perspective, this unit was part of the massive mobilization in preparation to respond to the seizure of Detroit in August 1812. Not only were front line units needed, but support services were required to assist in the staging of Governor Harrison’s army. Hosbrook’s was a part of the necessary rear area military presence of that effort.


Most of the first eight days were consumed with organization of the company. On February 9 the company was basically established. As a result, Capt. Hosbrook released those who needed to return home to put affairs in order on furlough. He also appointed the non-commissioned officers and set First Sergeant Jacob Bradbury to drafting a roster. Those furloughed returned to the formation nine days later while it was on the march north to Ft. Amanda, whose garrison they relieved on February 28.


The previous garrison had been a Kentucky company. In a time not noted for its attention to sanitation or cleanliness, these Kentuckians were noted to have been disgustingly filthy. It was the third day of March before the quarters could be occupied, and still by the sixth the entire company was on fatigue duty cleaning up after the Kentuckians.


On Sunday March 7, the company was inspected on parade, and then for the first time attempted basic evolutions. Throughout their stay, Schillinger only noted the company drilling on parade 16 days, or 10% of the time which Schillinger was there. (Schillinger took a furlough of 16 days, leaving 165 days observed.) He noted that it was his responsibility to exercise the men in the art of war. Several times during their tour, the Articles of War were read in full for the benefit of the company.


Indeed the repair to quartermaster property consumed 24 days, or 14% of their time. Some of the tasks included replacing the chinking, which was usually done in the fall prior to winter. It must have been so bad that it needed doing, suggesting that the Kentuckians had spent a very drafty winter on the Auglaise River. The Ohioans spent three days constructing a smokehouse. Most of the work was spent on the fortification itself. They hung the gate doors on the southwest gate (apparently Kentuckians did live in barns back home!) on March 8. Much of mid to late March was consumed with digging of trenches, replacing rotted out stockade poles, resetting the pickets, demolishing a cabin outside the walls, and reconstructing the southwest blockhouse and gun shed.


Interestingly when all of this construction was complete, Saturday March 27 was set aside as “Wash Day.” Hosbrook’s company did not employ any laundresses, so the men spent the day at the river.


With the dawning of a new month, a new task arose. Ft. Amanda was on the Auglaise River, an important route between Harrison’s army in northern Ohio and his supply base in Dayton. For the next 22 days the garrison was mostly at work “boatwrighting” and dredging the river. In the process of clearing the river, they discovered a number of sunken cargoes. Among the salvaged stores were tents, kettles and knapsacks recovered over the course of three days along with other unspecified materials. Along with boat building went coopering. The garrison was engaged in constructing barrels to pack meat and other commissary foodstuffs. Ft. Amanda was loaded with provisions, one day, July 11, they issued some 800 rations to local Shawnees. 


With the completion of the works and boats, garrison life settled into a less strenuous routine. Throughout May and June the garrison engaged in cartridge making during rainy days. They chopped wood on drier days. Further repairs were carried out on the buildings. Relief in the monotony came of a pay day on May 16 (the second such of their tour), and the sentinels firing on Indians May 8. Things were quiet enough Ensign Schillinger left on furlough May 20, returning June 5. In the interim a soldier had died of disease and was buried with honors.


June 14 proved to be momentous in the life of the garrison. That day they received for care the ill of Ft. Winchester. Two weeks later ‘meazels’ broke out. Fortunately for Ensign Schillinger he was absent for a court martial at Ft. St. Marys, and thus missed the contagious stage. Capt. Hosbrook contracted the disease on July 2. On Sunday, Independence Day, too many of the men were sick to celebrate the holiday in any manner. By the sixth, some began to recover and return to duty. The Captain recovered on July 13. A week later still 24 men were disabled by the measles and now more were coming down with diarrhea. Such was the state of the company for the remainder of their enlistment.


On Sunday August 1, the Indian Agent (Thomas Forsyth?) drew rations for the Shawnee. The U.S. was trying to win over the Indians to their cause. The next day Captain Samuel Briar’s Company arrived to relieve Hosbrook’s. The formal ceremony occurred the next day when Hosbrook’s “delivered up” their arms and accouterments. The company was dismissed with the thanks of the United States, and allowed to find their own way home.





Campaign Ft. Towson—1836


November 11-14, 1999


Hugo, Oklahoma


Round-the-Clock Event





Registration fee of $25


RSVP by October 15.





Steve Abolt, 423 W. Cadbury Dr., Lynchburg, VA 24501


�
UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events


October 8-9-10	Mississinewa	Marion, Indiana


	The Mythical Land of Rubberheads and Frontier Opulence


	Now a THREE DAY EVENT, plan to get there before Friday!


October 9	National War of 1812 (in the East) Symposium	Washington, DC


October 15-17	Fort Osage, 1812	Sibley, Missouri


	Special Dedication of the 1812 Military Gravestones 


October 27	FINAL BRIGADE MEETING OF 1999	Ft. Snelling


	Speakers and Sites for the WINTER TALKS will be chosen 


November 5-7	Ft. Jackson in the War of 1812	Wetumpka, Alabama


January 8-9	Battle of New Orleans	Chalmette, Louisiana


January 8	“I Wish I was in New Orleans Party” Erik Olsrud’s	Minneapolis, Minn.


March 25-26	Tenth Annual War of 1812 in the West Symposium	Arrow Rock, Missouri


	Bennett needs speakers, Lundgren to Speak!


May 20-21	Northwest Co. and the War of 1812	Pine City, Minnesota


	All new Vignettes for 2000!


	More Canadians!


May 29	Memorial Day Time-Line	Ft. Snelling


June 24-26	Fete du St. Jean Baptiste at Sibley Historic Site	Mendota, Minnesota


	Brand New Event, Encampment at Faribault House


	The Role of J-B Faribault in the War of 1812




















Office of the Brigade Adjutant


Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Historic Fort Snelling


Fort Snelling History Center


Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111





Address Service Requested
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