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Important Unit Information.


Brigade Aide-de-Camp:


	James C. Lundgren


	24406 Babcock Road, Faribault, MN  55021


	(507)  333-2549


Brigade Adjutant:


	David M. Grabitske


	2159 Grand Ave. #5, St. Paul, MN  55105-1036


	(651)  690-9680


Brigade E-Services:


e-mail: fergie@pioneerplant.infi.net


website:  members.tripod.com/umbrigade


Capt. Anderson’s Coy., Mississippi Vols.:


	Eric Ferguson, Sergeant


	5732 Bossen Terr. #2, Minneapolis, MN  55417


	(612)  726-6364


Capt. Lucas’s Coy. of Artillery:


	Gregory J. Campbell, President


	1335 Kenneth St., St. Paul, MN 55116


	(651) 699-1194


e-mail: cptLucas@yahoo.com


members.aol.com/somwerther/clc/home.htm


Capt. Taylor’s Coy., Seventh U. S. Infy.:


	Scott Nevalainen, Sergeant


	PO Box 122, Hayfield, MN  55940


	(507)  477-2734


USS Carolina Gun Crew:


	Rich Williams, Gunner’s Mate


	13565 Yosemite Ave. So., Savage, MN  55378


	(612)  440-1750





Newsletter Submissions:


1.Submissions are welcome from all War of 1812 authors. Space is limited, but every effort will be made to accommodate your article. 


� EMBED PBrush  ���Capt. & Mrs. Rolette. Photo by T. H. Burbank


2. All reviews of Books, Movies, Events, material culture, &c. are the opinions of the authors, and are not necessarily the view of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812, its leaders, or its constituents. Though space for rebuttal in following issues is limited, such articles will be printed in their entirety, and may be split-up and printed in consecutive issues at the editor’s discretion.


3. Submissions may be made on 3.5" disks in Word 7.0, hardcopies are required in addition.





NEXT MEETING


July 28


FFORT SNELLING E


6:30 p.m.


Brigade Drill





Brigade & Company Meetings





The Mudduck  � EMBED PBrush  ���


Newsletter of the Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


First Forgotten Conflict


Ft. Snelling’s Memorial Day Observation


Event Review by David M. Grabitske


For only the second year, Ft. Snelling honored the memory of the War of 1812 on Memorial Day. Since Memorial Day was created by the GAR after the Civil War, it is appropriate for the citizens of 1827 Ft. Snelling to remember the events of the ‘late war.’ It is also natural for Col. Josiah Snelling, Capt. Robert McCabe, Capt. John Fowle, Lt. Platt R. Green, Capt. Luther Leonard, Capt. Thomas Hamilton, Lt. Martin Scott, Sgt. Stephen Spaulding, among others, to remember with pride their achievements and bravery.


Sunday May 30 saw the pitching of the American Camp by Pvts. Shaw and Grabitske. Some faux-cartridges were constructed and the night spent pleasantly. The next day dawned with the prospect of pleasant weather, which was better than advertised.


The camp consisted of regular infantrymen Erik Olsrud, David Grabitske and Thomas Shaw (as Capt. Taylor); Missouri militiaman James McCarthy; Mississippi Volunteer Eric Ferguson; USS Carolina sailors John Dullum, Spence Johnson, Mike Myers, Doug St. John, and Gunner’s Mate Rich Williams; campwomen Brenda Williams and Pat Bauer; and our honored guests Mr. Matthews (as British Army Capt. Joseph Rolette) and his wife.


Ft. Snelling’s schedule remained as usual except for the focus on the War of 1812. The daily vignette at 12 and 3 p.m. was “The Ladies’ War of 1812” by Pamela Allen Larson. The play was wonderful, featuring staff members Amy Tyson (Mrs. Snelling), Mary Ann Krystiniak (Mrs. Hamilton), Nona Siyaka (Mrs. Denny) and Ellen Farrell (Mrs. Green). The Carolina crew covered the Artillery Drill at 1 and 4 p.m. 


All had a good time in the camp, and visitation was very good. 


BRIGADE MINUTES


No formal meeting held this month since the AdC was busy moving and the Adj. was attending the Fete du St. Jean-Baptiste in Mendota. Only the Miss. Vols. were in attendance.


The Cottonbale was received, nothing in it for the War of 1812. Abolt has moved to Virginia.


Journal of the War of 1812 also arrived. Still on the ‘President’ kick. A number of good articles.


Despatch arrived with PdC information in it.





CAPT. ANDERSON’S COY. MEETING


Sergt. Ferguson, B. & S. Johnson, Lawrence, J. M. & R. Moline, St. John, R. & B. Williams.


Treasury stands at $400.27 through May.


Please contact Fergusson ASAP to let him know to what Fall Event you are likely to go.


Group practiced its marching songs.


Military Expo—Ft. Snelling July 31-Aug. 1, discussion as to who may or may not be there.


DUES—Any member may accept a check made out to the Treasurer. The Treasurer may accept funds in cash. Dues are to be paid in full; if you are due reimbursement please present a receipt.





CAPT. LUCAS’ COY. MEETING 


CLC completed their plans for the trip to Jefferson Barracks. 


Two members of CLC James Lundgren and John Edel will not be able to make the training weekend at Jefferson Barracks. They had prior commitments.


We also are continuing to look at fall events. CLC will make that decision later this summer.


CLC is also looking at possible events for summer 2000. Ft. Erie has become the favorite at this point. St. John & Campbell are working together to develop portable artillery ordinance displays.
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AdC Jas. Lundgren at Pine City.


Photo by P. Schifferdecker


CLC unanimously voted to return all disputed treasury funds to the Volunteers. These funds were then transferred to Doug St. John the current treasurer of the Volunteers. 





CAPT. TAYLOR’S COY. MEETING


Grabitske, A. & B. Kruger, Shaw.


We constructed a dozen faux-cartridges on May 30.


Need to know who is going to Prairie du Chien.


DUES ARE DUE! Many received notices from Capt. Z. Taylor reminding us that our “enlistment bounties” are due in the amount of $10 payable to Erik J. Olsrud, 3148 Pilsbury Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55408.





USS CAROLINA MEETING


The members of the crew of the USS Carolina have decided to more formally organize their unit. Dues have been collected from the current membership and membership cards have been passed out to those members who have been in contact with me, Rich. It has been decided to keep the organization low key but fun. Our goals are to study the history of the navy in the War of 1812 and to simply enjoy the camaraderie of our fellowship in the organization. There will not be any officers or directors. Everything will be decided as a group, maintaining our friendships first. There will not be any monthly meetings, we’ll just get together whenever we have the interest and/or desire. Some of the members have decided on personal work projects, which hopefully will enhance our interpretive methods for the future. Current membership stands at ten, male and female.
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USS Carolina gun crew in action at Ft. Snelling, May 31, 1999.


Left to right: Mike Myers, John Dullum, Rich Williams, Spence Johnson, and Doug St. John. Photo by Timothy H. Burbank.
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Morning Colors at Pine City.


Eric Ferguson, Marc Stevens, Doug St. John, David Grabitske, Erik Olsrud, and Lt. James Lundgren. Photo by Patrick Schifferdecker. 





National War of 1812 Symposium


The War of 1812 Consortium, Inc., and the Naval Historical Center will co-host the Third National War of 1812 Symposium at the historic Washington Navy Yard, Saturday October 9, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Featured speakers include Anthony Pitch, author of the recent best-seller The Burning of Washington (Naval Institute Press), speaking on “The Madisons and the Burning of Washington”; and Captain Peter Hore, R.N., on “Yanks in the Royal Navy—Impressment, the Press Gang, and the War of 1812: Actual or Serious Injury? A British View.”


Other speakers are expected to be Tom Kanon of the Tennessee State Archives on the aftermath of the Battle of New Orleans and Harold W. Yeomans on the reorganization of the U. S. Army during the War of 1812. Frederick W. Leiner will lead a panel discussion on privateering and prize law. 


Registration is $35. Call 410-223-1638 for information.


�
ARTILLERY IN THE WAR OF 1812: The Wadsworth Proposal


by Richard A. Williams





While doing research for new artillery manuals at Historic Fort Snelling I ran across a letter detailing information on the proposed status for the U. S. Artillery during the war. Commissary General of Ordnance Col. Decius Wadsworth wrote on May 27, 1813, from Washington City. These are his proposals for simplifying the artillery ordnance which was then considered too diverse in its types or artillery.





�
Although it has been near a twelve-month since I came into this office, but little could be accomplished before General Armstrong became Secretary of War. At the commencement of hostilities, we were destitute of seasoned timber for gun-carriages, as well as establishments and sufficient workmen for their construction. Heretofore they have been procured partly by whatever pattern and introduced whatever alteration his fancy suggested. The American artillery, including that belonging to the individual States, comprises, I believe, every calibre made use of either in the English or French service, by sea or land, with endless variations in the proportions of each calibre. The necessity of some regulation to secure simplicity and uniformity must be obvious to all; yet men of reflection and experience alone can duly estimate the importance of these two qualities. Every variation in the proportions of pieces of the same calibre exacts a corresponding change in the carriage, and for every distinct calibre will be required not only a suitable carriage but its appropriate equipments and ammunition. In a word, unless the number of calibres and their variations be reasonably reduced, and the whole be settled by some permanent regulation, no possible exertion can give to our artillery that perfection its importance merits and which the public service requires.


In France, by the Regulations of 1732, calibres for land service were reduced to five—24, 16, 12, 8 and 4-pounders. The military writers of that country date from that period the improvement of their artillery. Experience had taught the celebrated Vauban the necessity for such a reformation, which was solicited, however, in vain during his life.


I feel anxious to get the following system established relative to the calibres of cannon in the United States:


For field service, let there be:-light 3, 6 and 12-pounder guns on traveling carriages, and 5 8/10 inch howitzers, i.e. the diameter of the 24-pounder howizer.


For siege: heavy 18 and 24 pounders on traveling carriages, 8 and 5 8/10 inch howitzers on traveling carriages, and 8, 10, 13-inch mortars.


For fixed batteries on seaboard: light 12-pounders and 24-pounders on fixed carriages, and 10-inch mortars.


For movable batteries on seaboard: light 12-pounders and 8-inch howitzers on traveling carriages.


Thus the whole reduced to five calibres of cannon, two of howitzer, and three of mortars.


Were any alterations, allowed, it might be in the entire suppression of the heavy 18 pounders, whose place should be supplied by the 24-pounders, on the supposition that a light 18-pounder might be annexed to the field train.


The proportion of 3-pounders and 12-pounders in the field train should be small, letting the division consist principally of 6-pounder, as they are not so nearly like each other—danger of mistakes avoided.


The range from an 8-inch shell from howitzers exeeds that of random cannon shot, for this reason that piece is superior to all others for attacking a ship at anchor on our coast or in our bays and rivers. In attacking a ship two or three 18-pounders or 24-pounders on traveling carriages commonly selected for the purpose, unless the ground should particularly favor the assailant, the chance is the fire of the ship, from the superior number of her guns, would compel him to give over the attack; whereas a single 8-inch howitzer placed out of reach of a ship’s guns would annoy her so as to compel a change of station, much more than which ought to be expected.


The light 12-pounder is perfectly adapted to impede and prevent the landing of boats.


The 9-pounder is indeed a very good piece, yet need not be retained.


If you require a gun heavier than the 6-pounder, let the 12-pounder be used; if lighter than a 12-pounder be used; if lighter than a 12-pounder, use the 6-pounder.


The 3-pounder will be particularly useful for the defense of distant posts on the frontier and interior, where the difficulties of transportation render economy of ammunition an important object.


I give the preference to the 6-pounder rather than to either the 4-pounder or 8-pounder of the French, and, joined to the 5 8/10 inch or 24-pounder howitzer, consider it capable almost of superseding all other kinds of field artillery.


The influence of a single individual cannot reach far enough to attain the object I have in view—of bringing our artillery to a system of simplicity and uniformity. The public mind must be fully impressed with the idea of its necessity before a change can be wrought.





Unfortunately for Wadsworth these suggestions were not accepted until 1816, a year after the war ended.


�



Number 105 of the American State Papers for Military Affairs provides an example of the complexity described in Wadsworth’s letter above. The following were found in Boston forts in 1811:  Roundshot: 6- (1,482), 9- (1,446), 12- (248), 18- (56), and 32-pounder (155). Doublehead Shot: 6- (498) and 18-pounder (483). Grapeshot: 24-pounder (26). Canister: None. Iron Cannons: 4- (7), 6- (22), 9- (21), 18- (2), 24- (10), and 32-pounder (1). Carronades: 12- (2), 18- (4), 24-pounder (4). There were 181 barrels of gunpowder. There were no sidearms nor edged weapons of any kind. Note the shot and prospective cannons do not always match.


The Adventures of Captain Lucas’s Company 


Review by James McCarthy





�
It was a rainy Friday morning, early morning, very early, 1:00 am to be exact, on June 11, when three members of Captain Lucas’s Company trekked out into the darkness to begin their Journey to St. Louis. Greg Campbell, Doug St. John, and James McCarthy all piled into the pickup truck, missing only two members, John Edel and James Lundgren. After the CB radio was hooked up, we were ready to go. The drive started out as a very tiresome ordeal, being so early in the morning. The three-switched drivers as needed and made it all the way to Hannibal in time to have breakfast. A delightful restaurant was chosen for the first meal of the trip, and not only was the food good, but there was also a band playing riverboat music for the enjoyment of the patrons. 


After enjoying the music and a good meal, the three of us looked around the town of Hannibal a bit. Stopping in antique stores, and admiring the architecture. There was even time to see some of the old homes that affected Mark Twain in one way or another. His home, his wife’s childhood home, his father’s office, and of course, the fence he had painted as a boy and later wrote about in “Tom Sawyer.” Once every site was seen in Hannibal, the three climbed back into their mobile, and headed for the next stop.


Defiance Missouri was the next stop on our tour of interesting places. This is the home Nathaniel Boone lived in, as well as his children, and many of his grandchildren. The home was beautiful, and rumor has it, Daniel Boone made most everything in it. The Boone home was definitely the highlight of this historic site, but with this home were four original buildings that were moved to the site, to give the appearance of a town. A one room schoolhouse, which was interesting, and neat, and as you would expect a one room schoolhouse to be, simple and small. A Windsor chair maker’s shop was in the village, and was rather interesting. It had a steam powered lathe inside to help with making the spindles and legs, and the building itself had a large amount of glass in it for a workshop. The upstairs of the shop was where the proprietors resided. No town would be complete with out a church; the church here was gorgeous. It boasted an elaborate clock system that was in working order, and an angelic organ. The final building in this town was a wealthy merchant’s home. This home was not quite as elaborate as the Boone home, but certainly came close. The highlight to this home was its detached kitchen in the back yard. All in all this stop was worth the time, and Captain Lucas’s Company was very glad they made the effort to see it. We did find out that you need to be careful when shaking trees near there, you never know what might fall out. (Boone decedents)


Stop number three was Jefferson Barracks to check in and find out what we needed to know for the rest of the weekend. After introductions of all the event coordinators, Jack Grothe, the Jefferson Barracks event coordinator, and Charles Corfman, the certifying agent, we surveyed the land, and discussed the itinerary; we then set off to find a hotel for the two nights we planned on staying. Finding a room for two nights was the hardest part of the whole trip. Due to some big tournament, most hotels in the area only had a room for one night, if that. Believe me, we checked most hotels in the area, and each one turned up only one night of lodging. Eventually we settled on a room for the night, and then had a good dinner, and arranged to be back at Jefferson Barracks after dinner. A Blues concert was planned at Jefferson Barracks that evening, but it was rained out, which seemed to be the motto of the weekend. The rain was almost constant, and heavy, with a few sunny parts mixed in every now and then. 


Saturday morning began with a continental breakfast hosted by the hotel. After which, we headed back to Jefferson Barracks to begin what we had come for, artillery certification. The morning began with a lecture period conducted by the General Charles Corfman, who was the inspecting officer and certifying agent from the National Civil War Artillery Association. The General showed a short video of an artillery accident, and then discussed some major safety points. Everyone filled out a questionnaire on artillery safety and knowledge, and then discussed the questions and answers. 


Once the classroom teaching was completed everyone dispersed to their respective artillery pieces to practice the proper safety techniques. By Saturday morning at least ten artillery pieces had shown up, everything from 12-pounder Napoleons, and huge Civil War Parrot guns, to 3-pounder howitzers, and everything in between. Most of the participants were Civil War reenactors. However, the National Civil War Artillery Association promotes all living historians of all time periods to become certified. So besides Captain Lucas’s Company, there were two other units who did the War of 1812, and a couple of units that did the French and Indian War. Captain Lucas’s Company was honored to have the use of the 17th Illinois’s 3-pounder artillery piece, and have the direction of Tom Fesser and the help of his daughter. They had been through the certification before, and although Tom could not certify anyone himself, he was regarded as an instructor to the 1812 historians. He taught many things on safety, and we (early period artillerists) practiced on Tom’s gun many times, rotating to each position and learning new techniques every time they repeated the process. What he stressed was not the accuracy of the drill performed, but the safety of the process of loading and firing, as it should be. 


It was mentioned early in the morning that the General would try to get a couple of units certified that same day. Captain Lucas’s Company mentioned to the General that we could not find a hotel for that second night, and so if we could be certified that day we would head home. The General then made a point of making sure he certified Captain Lucas’s Company before the day’s end. After drilling and practicing for hours, the General started the certifying process. The process was very meticulous for the first unit to be checked, a large civil war unit on an original bronze 12-pounder.  The General would watch them perform their drill, then give them some pointers. Just as the General was finishing up with the first unit it started to pour. Captain Lucas’s Company were getting concerned that we may not get certified that day. However, a large tent had been set up and we went out into the pouring rain to drag a gun under the tent. Once situated under the tent, and with the General free to watch the next unit, Captain Lucas’s Company began their artillery drill for the General. It went very smoothly, with everyone starting out on one position, and rotating to the next position after each drill. The General threw in a few miss fires, and gave some pointers here and there, but all in all Captain Lucas’s Company, with the help of Tom Fesser and his daughter, easily obtained their certification. Once completed with the process the General filled out the proper forms, Captain Lucas’s Company said goodbye, and were on their way with certification in their pockets. 


Equipage Costs


The following are taken from the American State Papers for Military Affairs (227-317).





Item/Year:	1808 	1811 	1812


Common Tents 	$15	15	15


Wall Tents 	30	25	25


Knapsacks 		1	1


Canteens 		0.25	0.25


Camp kettles 	1.50	2	2


Cartridge Box & Belt 		1.50	1.50


Bayonet Scabbard & Belt 		1	1





A suit of clothes for an enlisted private cost a total of $35 in 1812. Marquee tents cost $120 in 1812. The army was buying covered wagons for $200 each in 1808.


Captain Lucas’s Company was overwhelmed with hospitality we received at Jefferson Barracks. Jack Grothe treated us like royalty and always was bending over backwards to ensure we were having a good time, and getting to meet the other units. The General was very helpful and always willing to put in extra effort to give a hand to Captain Lucas’s Company. Certainly the 17th Illinois, Tom Fesser, and his daughter deserve a huge thank you for their time and effort and help with the process. Captain Lucas’s Company left Jefferson Barracks feeling nothing but gratitude toward everyone for their help and kindness.


Although we were disappointed to not be able to stay until Sunday and witness the rest of the certifications, we were happy to be on our way. The plan was to head to Rock Island and spend the night, and see some sites there in the morning, and make it home well before we had originally planned. Before we could leave we had one more thing to accomplish in St. Louis, and that was a good dinner at a good restaurant. We stopped at Pennies, a good rib joint, and each had a meal that could have fed an army. Not one of us cleaned our plates entirely. We left St. Louis around 6:00 p.m. Saturday, and drove to Rock Island and found a hotel room for the night around 11:00 p.m. The next morning we woke up and headed straight for the Rock Island Arsenal. The arsenal proved to be very interesting. It was the location of production for many things in the Army; everything from firearms, canteens to furniture. In their museum they had a large collection of items that the Arsenal produced. The arsenal was a worthwhile stop. Also on the island was the home of Colonel Davenport, who moved to the island to participate in the fur trade, he was later bought out by Astor, and became a sutler for the army post. His home was restored and open for tours. It was a beautiful home with a wonderful view of the river, just outside its front door. Tours were conducted by volunteers, and the one that led Captain Lucas’s Company proved to be very knowledgeable about the site and its history. This home was a highlight for all that visited it. The final site to see on the island was the blockhouse of Fort Armstrong. Nothing is left of the original fort, but the corner blockhouse has been rebuilt and sat on a corner of the island. 


Home was our last destination, and everyone was eager to be on our way. We pulled into the Twin Cities about 8:30 p.m. Sunday evening. Everyone had a great time, and were happy to have had the opportunity to get away for a weekend, see some really great sites, and become certified on all the positions of the gun. Definitely a trip that was worth doing.





Eighth Annual


War of 1812





BATTLE of �PRAIRIE du CHIEN





July 16-18, 1999
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Call 608-326-2721 for more information.


�
UMB Regional Calendar of War of 1812 Events


July 3-4	Fort Osage—1812	Sibley, Missouri


July 3-4	Independence Celebration, 1813 at Ft. Meigs	Perrysburg, Ohio


July 10-11	Ft. George on the Niagara Frontier	Ft. George, Canada


July 17-18	Prairie du Chien, Taylor’s Coy. & Mississippi Volunteers	Prairie du Chien, WI


	Thomas Shaw to Command the Americans


	Good number will be up from Missouri


July 17-18	Second Siege Commemoration, Ft. Meigs	Perrysburg, Ohio


July 28  6:30 pm	BRIGADE DRILL & MEETINGS	Ft. Snelling


July 31-August 1	VETERAN’S WEEKEND, time-line event	Ft. Snelling


	Encampment in the General Timeline Camp.


	“Parade of the American Soldier”


July 31-August 1	The Battle for Mackinac	Michigan


	Event Specifics have changed on this one, contact Tom Lawrence for information


July 31-August 1	Military Heritage Time Line Event	Ft. Malden, Ontario


August 7-8	Fort Madison Evacuation (Lt. Thomas Hamilton’s 1st Inf. Coy.)	Ft. Madison, Iowa


	This was a GREAT EVENT put on by Bennett’s folks in 1997.


August 21-22	Battle of Brownstown	Brownstown, Michigan


August 21-22	Alabama’s Military Past hosted by the Thirty-Ninth Inf.—1814	Wetumpka, Alabama


September 10-12	Star-Spangled Banner Weekend	Baltimore, Maryland


October 8-9	Mississinewa	Marion, Indiana


October 9	National War of 1812 (in the East) Symposium	Washington, DC


October 15-17	Fort Osage, 1812	Sibley, Missouri


November 5-7	Ft. Jackson in the War of 1812	Wetumpka, Alabama











Office of the Brigade Adjutant


Upper Mississippi Brigade, 1812


Historic Fort Snelling


Fort Snelling History Center


Saint Paul, Minnesota  55111





Address Service Requested
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